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Int: Hello, my name is Morgana Olbrich. Today I am here with Will Shaw. This is gonna be Part II of our Will and Amy Shaw recording. Today is July 13th and we are going to be doing a tour of the Mill guided by Will. Will, are you ready?  
WS: Yes, I am.
Int: Alright.
WS: I am.
Int: Let’s go.
WS: So...well, welcome to the Mill at Anselma, otherwise called the Lightfoot Mill. Circa 1747. One of the neat things about this Mill is that we’re still operating with the same technology as 1747 so…that’s an awesome opportunity to see…how things worked in 1747 and they still are today. [Sniffle]










WS: On site we have here a Spring House that’s actually dated before the 1747 era of the mill itself. This is a—about 1734 they…figure it was placed and of course the Spring House is where you would keep your…c—products for milk, cheeses, and things to keep ‘em cool during the summer and then… [Sniffle] you would cut ice off the ponds and put ‘em in the i—ice house…and Spring House and to keep them even cold…throughout the—longer into the summertime. So…











WS: We have a tree that is…quite a conversation piece right beside the Spring House and it’s a sycamore tree and right now our sycamore tree it’s…pretty close to 300 years old and it encompasses most all the property of—of this mill and so it’s a neat thing to come see and we just pray that it keeps healthy because if it ever came down, there’d be no more mill. So come visit it now. [Laughter]
Int: Exactly.








WS: [Lawn mower in background] Yes. Also on this site around the—the Spring House and the tree we also have a chicken coop that…when we came here in 1999 the chicken coop was actually just laying on the ground in pieces and…through the rena-revitalization of the Mill and renovations we did, we put all these pieces together and—and made the chicken coop back and also, as we’ll talk later, the post office was part of the…the house of the Night Miller’s Home. That was all on the ground also, but we’ll talk about that a little later. 










WS: Directly across from the Spring House is a—a—a—our Visitor’s Center, which is actually a small barn that was used at the time. Probably in the 1880s. It has been taken apart and then re-put up on a new foundation and so today, like I said, it’s our Visitor’s Center and it’s also where we do our flour and store our things in the refrigerators. We have a small kitchen in there so we able to k—product—keep our products in the refrigerators and freezers because it’s mel—well needed for this type of operation when it comes to making flour. 
Int: That’s really interesting. 








WS: Umhm. As we move on…behind the Spring House, [Clears throat] directly across from the Mill itself is a home that was built in 1871, ’72. And that was called the Night Miller’s Home and the story behind that was at the time Mr. Oberholtzer was the miller at the time and he was working on trying to break loose the…the wheel, which was a wooden wheel, because it had ice on it and was locked up. So what—it happens when—there is no safety mechanisms for these wheels. He broke the ice loose, he got hurt and so it was enough that it changed his mind about being the miller so he built this home, this Night Miller’s Home, for two points. One is to bring in another miller to run the operation while he actually opened a store on the property and also his father had owned—Elias Oberholtzer had owned a mill just down the—the creek a little and…his had burned down and so he’d asked his son to run his mill 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. So that was also the—for a need for another night miller. With that being said [Cough] …also around the 1880s…Mr. Simmers came along and he was an apprentice…to Mr. Laird,[footnoteRef:1] who was the miller at the time…running it for Mr. Oberholtzer and so Mr. Simmers was able to be trained in what it would mean to be a miller and it—it’s kinda neat because we’ve only had like 6 families or so since the 1747s— [1:  James K. Laird] 

Int: Umhm.
WS: —and each one of them has their own little story. But with that, [Cough] none of them were millers. They were either—
Int: Really?
WS: —a carpenter—yeah. Or they were—oh, actually Mr. Oberholtzer was a tea—a—a teacher. He went to college—
Int: Oh wow.
WS: —to be a teacher. Him and his wife, Sara Oberholtzer, and then all of the sudden it to the family business, which was milling. [Laughter]
Int: Wow.
WS: ‘Cause his dad had been in milling. [Laughter]
Int: Right.
WS: So.
Int: Wow.
WS: But Mr. Simmers was actually trained and then…like I said, this house…the Night Miller’s Home was built in 1872. In 1886 when the Oberholtzers left the area they sold off the Mill to Mr. Simmers. So he also lived in this home, which is a [Cough] home with no bathrooms, it really didn’t have running water, that kind of a thing. This a—a what it was like to living in that time with those homes. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: And…so Mr. Simmers lived there from 1886 to around 1919 is when he sold it our last miller, Mr. Collins, and then Mr. Collins lived in the home also. Same kinda thing going on, but he eventually put additions on and added some water, bathrooms, different things like that. So…when the Mill at Anselma Preservation and Trust came along and we took it over in 1999, [Lawnmower in background] we actually started renovating the house to bring that house back to what it originally looked like in 1872 and…there is a little point that I like to add that even though it looks like the house of 1872…we thought it was very important to bring on the Post Office, which was part of the house as Mr. Collins was looking for work he was also the postmaster. So the Post Office was just a—an extra little addition to the porch. So it’s a full porch instead of—or full wing instead of a—just a partial enclosed porch.
Int: Umhm.
WS: So there’s not really much difference between 1872 and the 1930s, but the importance of the history that’s where we brought it back to include that Post Office. So…
Int: So cool.





WS: And as we walk on further there’s many things you can see with signage and stuff that you can do your own self tour, but if you’d like to know more of the history, that’s where you really would wanna go with the tour guides and to be able to…know all the different histories of the different periods so…we had S-Samuel Lightfoot. He was here from 1701 to 1777 and then the next was a family member of William and Samuel, which is William’s son. And Samuel was his grandson.
Int: Hm.
WS: Lightfoot and that was from 1767 to 1812. Then we had a business partnership of two gentlemen that came and they thought they would turn in the home that was up on 401, the Conestoga Pike, that was…the miller’s home. They wanted to turn that into a tavern and do some business things with the Mill from 1812 to 1820, but it didn’t really go well, so they ended up selling off to the Sheneman family and the Sheneman family did a lot of different things. They kept it in the family; I think there was three generations that had it from 1820 to 1859. They also included the elevator system for…the Mill itself and that’s—had helped…with bringing it up to a modern state of moving grain from one area to the other and so you didn’t have to hand carry [Voices in the background] it or…put it on lifts—hoists and so that elevator system was invented by Oliver Evans…in—I think it was like 1798 or something. 
Int: Hm.
WS: So they put that in here around the—in the 1820s. The next family after the Sheneman family was the Oberholtzer family, which we spoke a little about with this house, the Night Miller’s Home and stuff. Elias bought it in 1859 and his son John took it over and lived here until 1886. John had a very important part of this…are gro—to grow because he was the one…the Board for a train to come from Phoenixville to Byers and they’d…asked the Reading Railroad to…partner to bring on that train branch and of course it went past his store, behind his house, and with having the train it just brought up so much…st—value to this area ‘cause people can actually get on the train, go to Phoenixville and go right into Philadelphia without having to take their horse and wagons and all kinds of fun things just to get to Philadelphia or Phoenixville. So he had that, he had the country store, which was a mail-order store also so you could order your stuff and he’d put it on the train and it would come to you. His wife was very important: Sara. She—she used to write books and poems. Her family was part of the Underground Railroad. There was a lot of history with her and she also was an activist…she was a writer, she worked for…a newspaper in Norristown at one time, and then when they left they moved to Germantown and they—he stayed in the business, not as a miller, but more as a grain merchant so..
Int: Hm.
WS: And then the next family after the Oberholtzers, again, was Allen Simmers and the important thing about Allen was that…in the operation of milling your wheel would usually be a wooden wheel. It would rot away probably every 10, 15 years so you’d have to rebuild a new one. Well, during Allen Simmers’ period…he was about to change one and—but the newest technology was a steal wheel. So Allen…put in a steel Fitz water wheel, a steel forebay, cast iron water pipe and the gate and—and it’s been running since 1906. We’ve done some renovations to it because, of course, steel and water causes rust and so the buckets had to be changed, but it’s been going since 19—1906 and it’s now 2019. So [Door closes] we’ve got our money’s worth out of that steel wheel [Laughter] where it’s only been replaced—I mean renovated once and a—a wooden wheel probably would’ve went through about 10—10 of ‘em. [Laughter]
Int: Not bad.
WS: Yeah. And then of course after Allen Simmers, he was here 1886-1919, [Talking in background] Oliver Collins, who purchased the property in 1919, Ol—Oliver was a self-made man. He only had an 8th grade education, but he went through a lot of different kind of jobs. Machine shops, carpentry, everything. I mean, if you wanted something made, he would make it and so he went through different periods in the life. In 1919 the farmers wanted him to get the mill going…just for them and so he a [Clears throat] fixed up the mill, did grinding, he also did…an apple press in the 1920s. He would make a lot of money at 3¢ a gallon he’d make like $50 a day with his apple press and then he had a saw mill. A saw mill is where his heart was. He wanted more doing with the saw mill than he did with the [Sniffle]…the milling itself because the milling was starting to c—a—a—slow down because it was getting close to 1930 and of course when you had the Depression. When that happened, he was like out of a job. Everybody was out of a job. So in his mind he though, “What can I do with this mill to keep me working?” And so he did all kinds of different things from turning this mill into a machine shop run by water power, he would cut your hair, he’d be like your local barber, he would sharpen your lawnmower blades, he would do anything, but one of the important things was he became the post office…in this area. He had to take the test. At the time his wife was not a—well a woman couldn’t do that and so his wife in…would run the mill—run the post office while he had to take the test. So…it is really neat. It’s like…a local center. I mean, everybody would come here for your hair, your post off—your mail, you know, y—y—something made, I mean it was really a neat little [Lawnmower in background] …place where you can gather together and so...
Int: Yeah.
WS: A lot of times, knowing Mr. Collins, he was not the…nicest, happiest man to deal with the public so his wife would deal with the public and we would just be in the background doing the work. [Laughter]
Int: Right. Sounds about right.
WS: So.
Int: Awesome.












WS: As we move on…we have two mill ponds. The neat thing about…the water supply to the gristmill itself [Talking in background] is that if you look in…past histories in s—books and study mills usually you’ll see the creek or river that you’re drawling your water from very close to your mill and you would only draw a—just dig a little bypass, millrace they call ‘em. Well, with this millrace it actually goes up to the next town and…to think about it…Mr. Lightfoot, the original owner who thought this was very important ‘cause this was the first one in this area, he was a land surveyor by trade and so he knew what way to go with drop of land and—and all kinds of different things about the land and then he would…draw the water from up in the town of Byers and then bring it to this mill through this upper race and then he would collect it in two different little ponds to make sure there was enough water for when he needed to do it. [Frogs croaking] But like I said, in 1747 it was just a sluice way and a wooden wheel and now today we have a w—he—a gate, pipe, and overshot [Frogs croak] type steal wheel.
Int: Umhm.
WS: So.
Int: That’s really cool.
WS: Umhm.
Int: Wow.







WS: Let’s go into the Mill and we’ll talk a little about, first of all the second floor with the stone—stone floor is. 
Int: Sounds good. 












WS: Watch your head. [Water running] In the…operation we have actually on site, when you would come, [Floor creaks] we have a drawling of how—it’s called the [Keys jingling] pathway of the—of the corn [Floor creaks] or the wheat or whatever, you know, on how it would go through the milling process. [Keys jingling] And we have here on the second level where you would bring your c—flour or corn in here, how it would go into the elevator system, now this was after the [Talking in background] 1820s where the elevator system was there. Otherwise it was all up your shoulders or a hoist. But it would hit the elevator system, go up, be cleaned. It could be stored to dry out ‘cause you have to make sure your product is dry. You can’t just cut it wet. It’ll just…gum up and do all kinds of…funny stuff.
Int: Umhm.
WS: But it would be stored and then when it was dry enough it would [Clears throat] go into the stone. [Sniffle] Of course the water power is what drives the stone and we’ll talk a little about that when we go down stairs. Goes through this stone, once again it goes back upstairs to another elevator system to a bolter system and the bolter is where—it’s a…it just…what it does is…fine…gives you a fine product from your—your grist and—and flour. And you can be stored in barrels and sent out or if it’s—mostly at the end of this life of this mill it was more of a—a grain feed so he would bag things up and it would go right out to the farmers for the bags.
Int: Hm, interesting. That’s really cool.





	






WS: Yep. Oh, and this also [Floor creaks] on the second level here we find Mr. Collins, this the last owner, [Floor creaks] his machine that used to trim your mech—your…lawnmower blades right here with all the steel wheels and—and sprockets and stuff. When you see the steel, you know it’s Mr. Collins. [Laughter] When you see the wood, it’s more of original from the Lightfoot period on up. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: Of course wood never lasts forever so things have changed and some look new and all that, but it’s like I said. It’s the technology of that period that we’re keeping in line with.
Int: Right. Cool.










WS: Also we have an office. Every miller has an office. In fact [Floor creaks] …located on this level and… [Recorder shifting] Mr. Collins would keep his…chair in here if you needed a haircut so he would just roll it out and then cut your hair and I always used to joke with the kids and say, “Well, look. See your dad would bring the blades for the lawnmower. Mr. Collins would sharpen ‘em and then he would cut your hair.” [Laughter] Well they would look at me like, “Oh boy! This man’s crazy!” [Laughter] But I used to like to play around with the kids, but…so we have his chair here in his office and then an office usually was just a desk, a heater, something clean, you know, so he could do his paperwork.
Int: Umhm.
WS: Well…what you’ll see today in his office is that Mr. Collins lived during the ‘30s during the Depression and he said, “You never know if you could ever get those parts ever again.” So he went to all auctions, whatever he could do, and he has made every spot in this place a—a machine shop. His office has a huge machine run by some electricity, some by water power, and so…it’s interesting to see [Laughter] how things have changed, you know? H—he actually put wallpaper up and—
Int: Wow. [Laughter]
WS: —on some of this walls b—because of the place is not heated. The wallpaper’s startin’ to peel off now and...so if you’re interested in coming you better come soon because history is leaving us. [Laughter]
Int: Ain’t that the truth.












WS: Yes. But if you’re interested in…many things this is the place to come because he’s got everything all over the walls, all over everything, and your eyes—every time you come you find something new and…one of the neat things about new is—when you come—is that when you start looking around, you’ll start seeing imprints from different…years. Like we have one [Talking in background] …for the Sheneman family from the 1820s ‘cause you—nobody ever through the wood away so they would make doors out of it with their imprint from their…for their selling of their flours. Their brand, it’ll be stuck on the wood or something and so we have that. We even have one down in our basement level—our bottom level—of William Lightfoot with 1767.
Int: Wow.
WS: And that’s fl—he’s using it as a floor board. 
Int: Wow.
WS: So…
Int: That’s crazy.
WS: It’s interesting ‘cause some of these floorboards are like…18, 20 inches across. I mean they’re—they’re pretty big.
Int: Oh yeah.






	


WS: So, we do have—now that we’re talking for this level, our millstones. 
Int: Mm.
WS: Our millstones are [Floor creaks] located on the second level and…we have three pair of millstone. Two are…French burh stones and the French burh stone came from France…just east of Paris. And what they had to do is they would ship ‘em over in blocks and then they would be put together in Philadelphia and then shipped up here to the local slate. And it’s neat to look at the—the millstones we have ‘cause you can see the—in the—in the millstone itself those blocks all put together with plaster of Paris. And then of course they’re banded with metal and they have an eye, which is full of metal and the eye holds the upper stone to the lower stone. Locks it in. Keeps it all balanced and…then we also have…a granite composite stone that we know came from Virginia ‘cause at the time, around the 1920s, Mr. Collins had broke a stone so he had to get one. So he got it from a quarry down in Virginia.
Int: Mm.
WS: So—but these millstones are a couple—couple hundred years old. Some, I believe, could be original to this site. 
Int: That’s amazing. That’s really cool.
WS: Umhm. The mill—the burh stone was [Talking in the background] used mainly for fine grain, you know, such as…wheat and—and that—those fine little grains…was best used for those and then the—the granite composite is mainly used for corn like feed corn. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: Since we only have one operation and we do flour, we might have to—sometimes put it through twice.
Int: Umhm.
WS: And make it…to get more of a percentage of…out of it. 
Int: And I see that you have three set ups. Are you only allowed to run one at a time?
WS: In this mill we could…two of the stones are on one drive—
Int: Mm.
WS: —and one stone’s by itself. We probably could run all at once, but it’d be very difficult. Usually when we get around to this—this—the wheel, the wheel is matched according to how many stones you have to see how much power you can get out of it and so I’ve heard that we [Water enters the water wheel room] could, but it’s—it’s really close. In fact, he just started the wheel up.
Int: Oh cool.
WS: If you heard that s—big flush. [Laughter] I’m not in the toilet. That’s the—
Int: [Wheel begins turning, then gears and stones begin turning] It’s the wheel. Promise.
WS: It’s the wheel. Now the wheel’s starting to turn.
Int: Oh cool. Yeah, and you can hear that in the background. 
WS: It’s really neat ‘cause it’s just a nice little tone, you know? Boom boom boom. [Laughter] Boom boom—it also like would put you asleep.
Int: It’s calming. 
WS: Yeah. But it’s…we do…grind for the public once a month [Talking in background] of corn and…so people can come and see how it’s done.
Int: That’s cool.
WS: And then we’ll donate that to a local farmer and then they might do something for us too with a—our…future days of our fundraisers. 
Int: That’s cool. 
WS: So…let’s take a walk around to the water wheel. 
Int: Okay.










WS: Are we still—
Int: Umhm.










WS: As we’re walking down to the water wheel I just wanted to make note that we have a couple trails here that you can take a walk on. One takes us back by the ponds. One takes us along the railroad bed that was installed here in the 1880s [Airplane overhead] and right now it’s just the tracks have been lifted, but [Sniffle] it’s a nice little quiet trail and then we have another trail that goes along out lower race that takes you out to where our race meets the Pickering Creek, which also passes by us on our lower side and then it’ll connect together…down towards the highway.
Int: Oh cool. 








WS: [Water wheel running] When we go into…the water wheel we’re look—we’re gonna be looking at—talking about a 1906 Fitz water wheel. Depending on how much power that the miller needs is the amount of speed he puts on it. Now in this mill you can’t s—be in one place and see everything. You have to go in every different door to see every different thing. The miller does know how fast it’s going because it goes…the drive—the shaft goes through the wall and hooks to a m—main gear by where he’s located so he can watch that main gear and know how fast it’s going and if it’s going the right direction and so…he—he knows how much power he needs, how fast it’s going, and so…
Int: Umhm.
WS: Mr. Collins was telling us that when he was grinding he would do about a thousand pounds an hour.
Int: Wow.
WS: And he’s need 2 to 3,000 gallons of water a minute just for the power he needed to do that.
Int: That’s a lot of water. [Laughter]
WS: Now we—we don’t do anything like that…with power. With…I think we might do 3 to 500 instead of a thousand pounds an hour when we’re doing our grind, but when we’re doing a demonstration, we might only be doing 75 to 100, you know? So we don’t really need a lot of water. The wheel’s very well balanced that, well, let’s put it this way: one Sunday I came in and I always do a safety check when I walk around and look at things and I walked in and the water wheel’s running by itself because all our gates, even though we closed them, a stick got stuck and allowed water to come in—
Int: Oh.
WS: —but—and it just filled up one of the buckets so it just started. That’s how well balanced this wheel is. 
Int: Oh wow. 
WS: And…so when we did our renovations in 2000…the spoke and the…and the shaft are the still originals of 1906. It was just painted and then the buckets were all placed—replaced. I think we have 48 buckets that hold about 5.8 gallons. 
Int: Wow. 
WS: So we have a have a 16 foot, 4 inch diameter wheel and that’s the one that was rated for this. Another neat thing about this wheel is that you’ll notice this one’s inside the building. 
Int: Right. [Sniffle] 
WS: And a lot of people say, “Well why’s that for?” Well, the further north you would go, the closer that you’re gonna have snow and ice sooner than you were in Virginia.
Int: Yeah. 
WS: So in Virginia you might see a lot of outside ones ‘cause they can get a longer period during the year that it’s warm where we are gonna hit ice and snow right away so if we wanna do your harvest in October/November and grind, that’s when it’s gonna start getting cold. You just need that extra month or whatever it takes to keep it warm inside the building. 
Int: Mm, interesting.
WS: So you’ll see that here. Oh, there goes a little chipmunk.
Int: Oo!
WS: Eh, we have chipmunk here too. [Laughter]
Int: So if you wanna see any animals—
WS: Yeah.
Int: —you can also come here. 
WS: Yeah, yep. So…
Int: So cute. Do you happen to know how they got the wheel in here? ‘Cause it’s very big. 
WS: Actually I saw pictures of it. It does come apart in pieces. 
Int: Oh wow. [Water wheel running]











WS: But I saw that the roof was open at—
Int: Mm.
WS: —the time and…when we did the renovation there was a crane that brought the stuff in through the roof. 
Int: Mm.
WS: Now, I don’t know how in 1906 if they had [Laughter] still that crane.
Int: Right, yeah.
WS: You know what I’m saying? 
Int: I know what you’re saying. You’re good.
WS: But you can—you can put it together…but we have a—a tank that goes—needs to go in there and whether it could fit through one of the doors it—it weighs like 500 pounds.
Int: Wow. 
WS: So, and that—that tank is there to hold our water before it goes over the wheel.
Int: Umhm.
WS: So…like I said, in 2000 we just craned everything. But back in 1906 it might have been a different story. [Laughter] Maybe you can hear some sounds of it running. 
Int: Oh wow. 
WS: So even that is not very loud, but it’s just that hum, you know? Hum, hum.
Int: Yeah.
WS: And it’s an overshot type wheel so the water is coming in on the top and it’s hitting a little off center to get the wheel going and in about a third through it drops the water into the lower race and returns it back down the—to the highway. So you’re only using like one third for water power of this—of this wheel. 
Int: Right.
WS: All the rest of it’s, you know, free.
Int: Right. That’s really cool. 
WS: And it, you know, there’s other—there’s other types like depending on what you’re location is. You could have it in the mid-level or you could have it a—undershot where it would run the wheel from the bottom.
Int: Oh really? 
WS: You know and…but ours—the way it was figured out with Mr. Lightfoot was easy to d—do, most of ‘em are like overshot.
Int: Right.
WS: At the top.
Int: Right.
WS: To me, in my mind, makes sense. [Laughter]
Int: Yeah, me too,
WS: Yeah. Yeah, for sure.
Int: Physically it makes sense. 
WS: Yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah. So, like I said, that we have a wall up here on the other side of this wheel that nobody can see from the other side, but that’s where all the mechanisms of the gears and the running of the stone and all that and the master gear’s over there and so that—once again to…remember that the miller can see what’s going on just by looking at the master gear.
Int: Right. Wow.
WS: In this mill you gotta duck your head to get outta the building. They were small people back then. [Laughter]
Int: Oh yeah, Mr. Collins was only like 5’4 wasn’t he?
WS: Yeah. Mr. Collins was a small and mighty man. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: They used to say that, “He can carry two bags of grain up the steps by himself.”
Int: Oh wow.
WS: And the grains were more than he weighed. [Talking in background]
Int: Oh my gosh.
WS: So, you know, when you were working a mill I think you have to be a…mighty guy. [Laughter]
Int: Oh yeah. For sure. It’s a lot of manual labor.
WS: Yes, yeah. But it is possible that you could run the mill by yourself ‘cause once you have everything set, you know, the way you want it, then…he could just go along with his business. You know, meeting people. You know, doing some other work. Maybe some greasing and oiling and that kinda stuff. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: But you always keep and ear out, you know, to any unusual sounds ‘cause if something unusual’s happening then you don’t want your Mill to burn down and—
Int: Of course.
WS: —or break, you know? 
Int: Umhm.
WS: Like he’s—in the 1920’s there was a stone that broke, you know? So something happened there and, you know, to get a new stone it’s very expensive, you know?
Int: Umhm.
WS: Especially back in those days. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: I think somewheres in the notes somewhere it says how much he would’ve payed for it and what it would be worth in this economy—
Int: Umhm.
WS: —today, but it’s something that I—
Int: It’s a crazy amount.
WS: —wouldn’t wanna pay.
Int: Yeah.
WS: Yeah.
Int: It’s a crazy amount.
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WS: It is. Very crazy. So as we came out of water wheel and we come around the corner across our little bridge here on the l—over the lower race there’s an entrance to the lower level. Now before we go in there I just wanted to—as we face, you know, up to the visitor’s center and stuff on the left is where he had his…his mill—his wo—sho—his wood…where he was cutting the wood [Frog croaks] for the many people in the area such as casket companies—
[image: ]Int: Oh really.









WS: —and he was supplying all kinds of wood. He also had a…[Talking in background] right here is where he had his apple press and it was all run—the apple press was run by…the mech—the water power—
Int: Oh wow.
WS: —and ‘cause we have on the outside of the building some chain and there’d be a—some kind of a gear or something up there in the left corner. Now the chain would go across and actually run his apple press.
Int: Wow.
WS: And that was enclosed in a building, which is not here anymore. This was enclosed where this bridge was standing on—was—
Int: Umhm.
WS: —and of course…his saw mill was enclosed and his saw mill—neat story about that is that…he needed some oper—needed to operate it so…how do you do—go about operating it? He goes to a guy that was a old crane and says, “Can I have the crane—“ I mean the—the—his fork…yeah. It wasn’t a crane it was a…I think it—no. It was shovel. A powered shovel?
Int: Umhm.
WS: And he said, “I—I need your diesel engine.” So he got the diesel engine out of it [Laughter] and that’s what he ran his saw mill with—
Int: Oh my gosh.
WS: —was the diesel engine. So—
Int: Very resourceful man. 
WS: Yeah, so he had—he had a diesel, he had gas, he had electric, and he had water power. 
Int: Mm.
WS: All as a—as a it came about he would be able to incorporate each one of those things. 
Int: Wow.
WS: So…he was. He was a very reforc—resourceful little man and, you know, when I think about [Yelling in background] this Mill I think about three important people that really changed this Mill and I think of, of course, Mr. Lightfoot. He had…the knowhow to be able to—and to—and to s—be able to supply… [Sniffle] this mill and this area and this was the first mill.
Int: Right.
WS: You know, it’s not the greatest Mill. It’s not the biggest mill, but it worked for the farmers that were here and so he…I say…”Great for that.” You know?
Int: Right.
WS: I mean he had—he could see in the future that that was something he could do. And then when we go to the Oberholtzer generation is when he brought in the train, the company store—
Int: Umhm.
WS: —and grew the area. And then of course lastly is Mr. Collins on how he went through the Depression [Sniffle] and what it took for a man to go and keep working and what he—he would do anything to keep working and—and he would [Frog croak] just think about—he even rented—one of the things I forgot is he rented out his daughter’s room.
Int: Oh really?
WS: And his daughter her—was up with the boys and she actually took care of the tenet to wash his dishes and, you know, feed ‘em—
Int: Yeah.
WS: —and that kinda thing and he worked out on the highway when they were doing the highway to repair it and stuff like that.
Int: Oh wow.
WS: But he would rent out a room too so…anything that he could do—and if could look at the house today, I don’t know where…there’s a place to sit because it’s such a small house, you know? [Laughter]
Int: For sure.










WS: Yeah, yeah. So we’ll go into the lower floor. [Talking in background] The lower floor is with—where the Miller is, of course. [Mill running] Where he does all his operations. Let’s go over here. You might be able to hear the gears working in the background and the stone is turning because we have it running for demonstration today.






WS: But what you’d be looking at is the master gear, which, like I said, was connected to the water wheel is a huge gear right in the middle, alright? And then you have other gears and things that are boun—that come off of that to actually turn the wheel—I mean the stone itself.
Int: Umhm.
WS: Alright? And when the stone is turning and then you have the grain you can see how the grain comes down into this lower level through a shoot and into a bucket or whatever the farmer—I mean the miller would have at the time. And maybe it’s a bag. Maybe the famer wanted just a bag of something.
Int: Right.











WS: And so…what the miller would have to do is only three things. 1: On the left there’s a long stick on the—on the edge and when he moves that that actually opens the gate on the other side for the water to come over the water wheel.
Int: Oh cool.
WS: So he’s trying to get the water wheel to go and he might actually have to help it a little, but mostly he doesn’t. You know, he’ll pull a gear or something like that.
Int: Oh okay.
WS: But it’ll start, but you wanna make sure it’s going the right direction so…he’ll get it up to speed, then you’ll see there’s a long…lever there—
Int: Umhm.
WS: with a bottle on the end and it’s really a bottle that weighs one pound and has three wraps of lather around it.
Int: Umhm.
WS: But when the miller adjusts that that—what a—a—actually is doing is adjusting the stone clearance from the bed stone to the runner stone.
Int: Umhm.
WS: And the closer you can get it without hitting stone to stone is best for the finest grain pow—flour. So it…after he gets it as close as possible then he’ll do the three wraps of the stone—of the lather and the bottle.
Int: Umhm.
WS: And it—it’ll hold it there. 
Int: Oh wow. 
WS: And then you’ll see another strap going up the front there. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: He adjusts that. Now—
Int: Looks like a door knob.
WS: Yeah, looks like a door knob, but there’s a strap to it and it actually goes up to the furniture wheel—we call furniture. It’s the wrapping around the stone.
Int: Umhm.
WS: And it’s going to…as the corn comes down it actually hits a platform a little and what you do is adjusting it so the amount of corn going into the eye—
Int: Oh.
WS: —how fast you want it to come so we want it to come real slow because, you know, we have to pay for it, you know?
Int: Right, yeah. [Laughter]
WS: And we’re gonna give it away.
Int: Yeah.
WS: But…a thousand pounds an hour he would have that—Mr. Collins would have that straight down. Corn would be flying through there. Ha-flour would be coming.
Int: Yeah.
WS: Cornmeal would be coming out everywheres, you know? 
Int: Wow.
WS: But he can adjust that by turning that door knob. So those three things and—our miller’s walking out now. He’s over there. He’s not—
Int: Yeah.
WS: —but he’s listening because you can tell when something’s wrong. If things start jerking, you know, on these gears onto that master gear—
Int: Umhm.
WS: —you can break those teeth, you know? And you don’t go to Kmart and say, “Hey, I need a [Laughter] tooth for my gear.”
Int: Right, yeah.
WS: You know? Because they—you have to hand make ‘em. 
Int: Of course.
WS: And so he’ll list for that and if you—as you’re standing here you can see this side’s running so that’s one drive and that side’s not running, so that’s not…connected.
Int: Yes, yeah.
WS: Otherwise it would be connected into that master gear also. 
Int: Okay.
WS: And there’s two operating levers that push those things—
Int: Mm.
WS:  into the master gear to get ‘m to run.
Int: Right, interesting.
WS: So we have one disconnected and that’s mainly for visual because those stones are worn out—
Int: Umhm.
WS: —and then we got the operating stone.
Int: Oh wow. That’s so cool. 
WS: But—
Int: And then this area used to also be where Mr. Collins had his…he had things in here didn’t he?











WS: Oh, he had a lot of machine—his machine shop was down here. 
Int: Mm.
WS: All the floor was full of machinery. We still have a couple pieces here, but what we did was we stored our machinery in a farm not too far from here and every once in a while we might open it up as a Technology Day.
Int: Umhm.









WS: And then have some…people go down to there and have a…you know, like miller be down there to explain all the different pieces of equipment. Some of the stuff that Mr. Collins actually made ‘cause he was always trying to invent things, you know? 
Int: Right.
WS: That’s what I like about Mr. Collins. I mean…you know, he wanted to…I don’t know. Make his job easier so whatever he could do, I mean, he actually made…the elevator system on this side. 
Int: Really?
WS: The original elevator system is this on and the next one up on the second floor. But this one on the left side by the operating ro—thing right now is made by Mr. Collins. 
Int: Wow.
WS: Mainly for his grain ‘cause he has three baggers up there that he put bags under and this elevator system would actually feed in—
Int: Umhm.
WS: —go up, and dump right into those bags—
Int: Wow.
WS: —and so he wouldn’t have to…do anything.
Int: Wouldn’t have to move at all. Yeah. [Laughter]
WS: Just tie the bags and pass ‘em out. You know?
Int: Yeah, wow. That’s awesome.
WS: Yeah, so…
Int: And the other elevator there isn’t it patent number 2? It’s like…
WS: There’s two of ‘em.
Int: Two of ‘em.
WS: One—one comes down—one’d down here at the bottom level and it’s going all the way to the third floor.
Int: Oh okay.
WS: To the bolter—
Int: Right.
WS: —which is…it’s like a sifter, just like we have a—a kid’s sifter here, you know?
Int: Cute.
WS: To give ‘em an idea of what the—what it’s like to take that corn meal the way it is now and even make it finer. And with flour the same concept. You would make it…you know, form a seed right down to the finest white flour you could ever do. You could do that with a sifter. And that’s what also called the bolter ups—up in the third floor. So that elevator system there it goes there, but there is another elevator system that goes to the cleaner. 
Int: Mm.
WS: You know, so you could put your stuff in, it’ll go right to a cleaner, get all the dust off the wheat and all that—
Int: Right.
WS: —and then feed it over ‘til it dries and then bring it down and then start grinding.
Int: That’s so cool.
WS: Yeah, but you can see at this level, when you’re here also, you can see belts and gears and—and all kinds of different things and they’re all metal work. And when they’re metal work we associate that with Mr. Collins.
Int: Umhm.
WS: Because anything else would have been wood, you know?
Int: Right.
WS: So…and—and he made this himself, you know? He just figured it out and started doing it. 
Int: That’s awesome.
WS: So…that was so great of him. 
Int: Yeah.

WS: Another important part is that…if you stand here and look forward into all those gears and…the stone floor and all that, it—it’s a timber frame system. You can see it. That’s a free-standing timber frame system. It’s not connected to the walls. You can see?
Int: Yeah. The gaps.
WS: It’s not, so this building doesn’t have to be here and it could run.
Int: Wow. 
WS: The reason it’s not connected to the walls is even though you can—it’s just like a fine hum you’re hearing: hum, hum. It’s enough vibration to blow out the walls.
Int: Oh.
WS: Over time. So it’s a—it’s called a hearse system. Timber frame—frame system. And so that’s all sitting on timber frame.
Int: Wow. That’s so smart that they knew that they couldn’t connect it to the walls.
WS: Umhm.
Int: It’s amazing.












WS: Yep, yeah. Another great thing about this is—I always tell people when they come in, I say, “Think 1747. How did they do the water way, you—back then? And then when you go into the building look up and look at those beams. The wood beams and this little beam right here…which is probably 20’ by 18’ thick or so. Maybe more. It’s probably…60 feet? Maybe?
Int: Umhm.
WS: Well, on the next level it goes from one end of the building all the way to the other. It’s one piece.
Int: Wow.
WS: “How did it get there?  Think in your mind 1747. How did it get there?” So it—it’s really a really interesting—I love when I come here ‘cause I see something new every day and I’ve always wanted to do tours and so to come here in 2003, you know? I always wanted to go to Williamsburg, but that of course—that’s too far. [Laughter] And to come here and to be able to just tell people about the history and stuff, I just love it. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: So…
Int: That’s awesome.
WS: But we’ve had over the years people donate things to us and we have ‘em all around the area. [Sniffle] And so…
Int: That’s awesome.
WS: So, let me think if there’s—oh. We sh—we could…no. We talked about the house. I’m trying to think of what I might of forgot, [Laughter] you know? So…pretty much this is…something that you gotta see it to believe it. You know?
Int: I agree. 
WS: And—and if you can go to a mill that’s operating, your kids will not understand why you’re—they’re there. They don’t even know what a spring house is and you’ll—I talk to kids and I said, “Now [Sniffle] this is the refrigerator.” And they’re going, “What? This is not a refrigerator.” I said, “Well that’s their refrigerator of the day.” 
Int: Umhm.
WS: So they get sh—very shocked. I mean…you know…we need to pass on the history to the next generation. 
Int: Umhm.
WS: And so…I would encourage everyone to…stop by your local mill and learn something new today. [Laughter]
Int: Alright, great. Well thank you so much Will for this lovely interview and for those of you listening the Mill at Anselma does have other tour guides so if you love Will and you want a different perspective, we do have other volunteers that are also giving tours so you’ll always learn something new. Thank you Will.
WS: You’re welcome. 
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