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STUDENTS IN WARTIME 
No one is more aware 0$ Amer­

ica's part in the war than today's 
college students- unless he is a 
member of the armed forces. 

Perhaps .there are some who 
may think that statement too 
strong, but what other group in 
the nation is continually sending 
men to the Army, Navy, and Mar­
ines' preparing men and women 
for vital war industries' complain­
ing less about rationing; and at­
tempting to see some solution to 
the world's post-war troubles all at 
the same time? 

True, a great many people think 
that college students do only two 
things-loaf and dream. But they 
do a great deal more than that-at 
least the Ursinus students of World 
War II can demonstrate that they 
are fully aware of the fact that 
America needs the help of every 
citizen. 

Probably the members of the 
armed forces' reserves can be plac­
ed at the top of the list of those 
students headed toward doing their 
greatest possible part in the war. 
These men must keep up their 
studies, for they are future officer 
material in most cases, and realize 
that they are on a minute's call 
for active duty. In fact, one of 
the standard topics of conversation 
among reservists who meet brother 
reservists from other colleges is the 
speed with which such and such a 
fellow was "nabbed." 

Rationing has affected all civil­
ians, including college students. 
And most of them will agree that 
the worst part of rationing isn't 
the scarcity of certain food, but 
the restrictions which have been 
put on travel. "Going home for 
the weekend" is the favorite way 
for most college students to relax 
and get caught up on their sleep­
and crowded busses and trains, not 
to mention the scarcity of auto­
mobiles for hitch-hikers, have 
made weekends in college more 
popular. 

Then, of course, there is the job 
that today's college students are 
doing as they prepare themselves 
for the post-war world. The young 
people of today that are in college 
will, by and large, be the leaders 
of their generation. It will be up 
to these me!) and women to see 
that the mistakes that were made 
after 1918 are not repeated. While 
our present world leaders may 
make the peace, it will be up to the 
generation that is now in college 
to keep the peace and security for 
which we are fighting. 

But to think that students do no 
more than put up with rationing, 
worry about how soon they'll leave 
college, and talk about the post­
war world, would do college stu­
dents a great injustice. 

For instance, eleven Ursinus men 
doubled as students and factory 
workers, traveling each night to 
Pottstown where they were employ-

ed on the night shift at the Jacobs 
Aircraft Engine Company. From 
11 :00 p. m. until 7 :00 a. m. these 
men were just "swing-shifters," 
helping to produce engines for 
training planes. During the day 
they returned to the College for 
classes, study, and sleep. 

The strange part about the 
Jacobs boys was the fact that while 
many people thought that the pace 
would be too fast for them so that 
they'd be neither good workers nor 
good students, in actual practice 
they were able to take fewer classes 
than the average man, keep their 
marks satisfactory (well, usually 
anyway), and remain efficient in 
the factory. 

In the field of science, Ursinus 
has been turning out future doc­
tors, laboratory technicians, and 
chemists to aid the war effort. But 
some students have done research 
work while in college that is aiding 
many victory gardeners at the 
present time. This work was done 
for the American Chemical and 
Paint Company of Ambler, the 
manufac urers of the plant food, 
"Rootone." 

Eigh t maj or problems of growth 
were considered in these experi­
ments, but the most important 
were the effect of ions upon a 
hormone-treated and non-treated 
seed as revealed by germination; 
and the development of root hairs 
as a result of hormone stimulation. 

In general the tests showed what 
could be expected of hormones in 
the development of turgidity; re­
sistance to wilting; and the de­
velopment of plant pigments. 

Students have also taken their 
place in Red Cross work. Through­
out the year, a group of the women 
of the College have gathered to­
gether every week to make dress­
ings and bandages. Recently, 
when the Red Cross mobile unit 
visited Collegeville, thirty-nine stu­
dents took time from their last 
minute exam preparations to give 
their blood for preparation into 
plasma. Financially, the College 
supported the war, buying more 
than $3,500 in war bonds and 
stamps for the year. 

Some of the College's men are 
already preparing for their en­
trance into the service. For the 
second straight year, Ursinus offer­
ed a COUIse in celestial navigation 
this spring. Many of the Navy's 
V-5 and V-7 reservists were given 
a chance in this way to learn the 
fundamentals before they report 
to government schools for special­
ized training. 

The favorite problem of the nav­
igation class was to locate, by 
ights on the stars and sun, the 

position of the S. S. Ursinu which 
was known to be in the locality of 
Latitude 40 degrees 11.5 N. and 
Longitude 75 degrees 27.5 W. 

And this is only one college­
there are more just like it, all over 
America. 

THE COLLEGE AT WAR 


