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The Grizzly 

Letter to the editor: 
Dear Main-Street-boys-whose
mothers-should-feel-shame
and-girlfriends-should-recon
sider, 

Towards the beginning of 
the year I was walking down 
Main Street. When I ap-. 
proached your house I saw a 
bunch of friends hanging out on 
the front porch, having a good 
time. My first instinct was to 
smile at your obvious revelry; 
it seemed like you were all re
ally enjoying yourselves. As I 
passed the front of the house an 
obvious call was made in my di
rection: 

"Walking alone, somebody's 
going to get raped tonight." ... 
and then everyone laughed. 

My first instinct was to ap
proach the porch and tell you 
all off as morons who have 
probably never read an entire 
book in your whole lives. How
ever, I abstained and I am glad 
I abstained, because in reality 
such a comment as you made 
to me is not just insensitive and 
representative of your larger 
ignorance, but it is a belligerent 
and directed comment meant 
to cause a feeling of physical 
vulnerability and sexual insecu
rity. In reality, at that moment, 
I was put into exactly that state 
of vulnerability. 

Please know that if I really 
thought this, I wouldn't take 
the time to write this letter. 
In fact I'm sure that you-or at 
least most of you-are not mon
sters; you were just in a cer
tain "Saturday-night-mindset"; 
a mindset that you have been 
conditioned to because of your 
societal pOSition as males. 

Or possibly you'd argue that 
you were just drunk and you 
were just having a good time; 
and part of having a good time 
for you is asserting yourself in 
a loud, domineering manner, 
;at the expense of others. Per-

through this form of self
. prE!ssion, you were merely 

to affirm your identity by 
something shocking and 

!sel:iuEmtllymemorable - as is 
during the nighttime 
of all of us who are 

in the delicate limbo be
adolescence and adult-

I thought you should 
next time I passed 
someone walked 

and to my surprise, 
started to pound. I 

,"" ... _ ... ww_ how fearful I 
Your 

self-expression is lasting; so in 
return, here is something £'d like 
you to remember: In general, 
the feeling of security, physical 
and sexual, by fault of biology -
and subsequently history - is a 
male-dominated privilege. Men 
can take it away from women, 
even when they are just joking 
around with friends. Your joke 
- or what I'll kindly assume, for 
your sake, was a joke - the night 
I passed your house is actually 
part of a larger L'eality of sex
ism - that as men you may not 
be aware of, for you have never 
had to deal with it. 

So I figure there are four 
likely ways this letter will be 
received: 
1. You actually are a group 
of sexist, power-hungry, evil 
males, and you will be proud of 
yourselves. 
2. You are not a group of sexist, 
power-hungry, evil males, but 
you'll still think I am overreact
ing and will laugh this letter off 
as nonsense from some radi
cal, condescending, feminist, 
because (sadly) you clearly do 
not understand the larger con
tinuum of the oppressive sexist 
reality that you directly and in
directly propagate through such 
behavior because fortunately 
for you - as males - it is not your 
reality. 
3. In fact, you have not ever read 
an entire book in your lives, and 
will surely not read this article. 
Or (and hopefully): 
4. This letter will open you up 
to a perspective that is not your 
own. You will think something 
like, "Hey I didn't realize how 
powerful my words were; next 
time I will be more conscious 
with my actions and act more 
considerately." 

POSSibly, if this fourth reac
tion is indeed your reaction, 
you will feel a little ashamed 
because as boys - who all have 
mothers, possibly sisters, and 
most likely female friends and 
even girlfriends - you should 
feel a little ashamed for acting 
so callously. Please realize that 
you can make a choice' to be 
just a little more thoughtful of 
other peoples' positions in life, 
and realize that what you say 
really does matter. Plus, a little 
shame that motivates you to 
make a conscious choice to be a 
more considerate person is not 
something that anyone should 
ultimately be ashamed of. 

Sincerely, 
AnnieRe 
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Hey UC, give me a [fall] break 
By Jessica Orban 
jeorbon@ursinus.edu 

Last week the UC community 
took a long weekend for some 
much needed rest and relaxation 
after midterms, but did that R&R 
ever really come? 

Four days is not long enough! 
That was the attitude of disap
pointment on our campus as we 
returned from a four day fall 
break. There was an overwhelm
ing feeling of fatigue and stress 
that filled the air as the remainder 
of this week brought tests and 
leftover midterm assignments. 

The overall response from 

tudents when asked how the) 
spent their fa ll break was "defi
nitely not relaxing!" Whether stu
dents shopped 'ti l they dropped, 
were up and out doing fami l} 
acti vit ies, catching up on home
work and stud} ing, partying with 
friends from home or v-.orking 
at their summer jobs, there was 
nothing "break-like" about thi 
long weekend. 

Senior Bobby Olkowitz talk
ed about how he spent his last 
fa ll break at Ursinus: "The four 
day fa ll break literall y felt li ke a 
single day. I had so much work 
to get done that I barely had time 
to spend with my fami ly; I l ive 
at the Jersey shore and I couldn' t 
even visit the best part of my li fe, 
the beach!" 

Sophomore Mik e Dunlea 
didn' t even get a chance to go 
home. However, his thoughts 
were not so negati ve. He stat
ed, " I'm from Massachusetts, 
so I stayed with a fr iend in 
Doylestown, which was fun but 
there wasn't a lot of down time. 
I guess I would have liked more 
time 'to get work done but it was a 
great break." 

With all the stress of midterms 
and all the excitement and prepa
ration that goes into homecom
ing, the UC community did not 
feel ready to be thrown back into 

�W�e�e�~�~� Cemic 

the week, especial I) this particu
lar week. In coll ege, procrastina
ti on is an art form. Ursinus tu
dents could all major in thi , and 
over fa ll break, the situation was 
no different. 

Junior, Lindsa} Hogan. who 
is in the process of fi nalizing her 
tudy abroad plans, had this to 

sa) : 
"There's always so much go-. 
ing on this time of the eme ter. 
I feel as though fall break has 
never been at a good time. The) 
should have given u ofTthe week 
in between homecoming and Hal
loween." 

Sophomore Jarod Groome 
talked about how four days i 
never enough. When asked why 
his fall break fell fl at he didn' t 
put it so li ghtl y: d rather have no 
break., than a tease at a b" l' d rath
er have no break at all than the 
tease that they call ed fall break." 

Overall , student reactions 
have not been positi ve. It is true 
that our fall break was much 
needed, but did it come at the 
ri ght time? Sports teams had 
barely any time off and the entire 
student body was immersed in 
their schoolwork. It is safe to say 
that our campus is counting down 
the days until our next moment 
free from our busy schedules. 

(}rawin3 �6�~� �O�O�J�i�c�~�a�e�l� �V�e�l�a�n�e�~� & wer(}s �6�~� Jara �~�e�s�z�~�e�w�i�c�z� 
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Bears travel in packs during cross-country season 
By Katie Callahan 

kacallahan@ursinus.edu 

When the leaves start to 
turn and the grass becomes 
brown, there is always a guar
antee that runners can still be 
found on the Perkiomen Trail 
trudging away through the 
changing seasons. As indoor 
track and field starts up for the 
2010-11 season, cross-country 
is coming to a close. 

This upcoming weekend 
the men's and women's cross
country teams are headed to 
Johns Hopkins for the Centen
nial Conference Championship 
meet. While there, each team 
will take on fellow conference 
runners to see where they line 
up before the Nov. 13 regional 
meet at Carnegie Mellon fol
lowed by a trip to nationals 
during the weekend of Nov. 20 
in Waverly, Iowa for qualified 
runners. 

Unlike the wild, these Ursi
nus Bears try to run in packs. 
The men's side has been fortu-

nate enough to keep their run
ners healthy and working hard 
throughout the season. Out of 
the eight overall top times in UC 
cross-country history for the 
men, four of those times were 
hit this season. Sophomore 
Sam Stortz currently holds the 
number two spot while the top 
seven runners continue to stay 
between 20-40 seconds of each 
other in races. 

Coach Chris Bayless credits 
the men's team on their work 
ethic at practice and their con
tinued intensity day in and day 
out to their success so far this 
season. He said, "I had high ex
pectations, and I think the team 
had high expectations .. .it helps 
that 3-4 of the top guys are in 
the same training mindset." 
Bayless also mentioned that 
members on the men's team, 
"hate to lose," and that that de
termination rubs off on the oth
ers. 

"Upperclassmen under-
stand the training methods and 

training philosophy," Bayless 

said while continuing to men
tion that it is a good way for the 
underclassmen to learn what 
is expected of them at practice 
and outside of practice. 

Unlike in years past, the 
team is maturing faster and 
taking care of their bodies, di
ets, and attitudes to focus more 
on their sport rather than their 
social ranking. Bayless predicts 
the team grabbing fifth over
all in the conference meet but 
coming back even stronger next 
year. 

On the women's side it has 
been a daunting journey; leav
ing 5-6 of their original top ten 
runners injured for the major
ity of the season, top marks at 
conferences may not be in the 
team's future. After the initial 
"welcome back" time trial in 
August, the times looked prom
ising for the women to finish in 
the top three at conferences. 
The mentioned injuries set 
them back dramatically. 

lilt's frustrating," said Bay
less, but he says he understands 

that injuries happen and he 
tries not to dwell on them. He 
continued with, "You have to 
decide are you injured or hurt 
or is it just an ache or pain?" 
Knowing the difference could 
make or break an athlete's sea
son. 

Last year's women's team 
didn't lose anyone to gradua
tion but the injuries of strong 
veteran runners gave room for 
other runners to pu,h them
selves closer to the top of the 
running chain. Bayless men
tioned that this is what they will 
need for next year when they 
lose two out of the top original 
seven runners come May. He is 
convinced that what will be left 
is a, "young nucleus" ready to 
grow. 

With so many injured ath
letes on the women's side it is 
hard for a coach not to think 
about the "what-if" factor, but 
Bayless maintains that, "You 
can't think about people that 
are not here [and you] have four 
years-if you get hurt, you get 

Women's rugby takes on Scranton this Saturday 
By Sora Sherr 

sasherr@ursinus.edu 

The women's rugby team has 
had a tremendous first half of the 
season so far, and the results have 
left the team with a 3- I record. 
This record has been sparked, 
among other things. by more 
players than the team ha seen in 
previous years. 

''The biggest difference in this 
team from when I started coach
ing in the spring of 2009 is the 
number of players." Coach Jared 
Good says. "When I joined on, 
the majority of the starting fifteen 
that are now juniors and seniors 
were sophomores and freshmen 
who were forced into the roles. 
We've been working the same 
system for over a year now, so 
we've finally been able to take 
control of matches and use our 
advantages:' Obviously, one of 
these advantages is having a larg
er team which means a lot of girls 
joined the team this year, many 
of whom had never played rugby 
before. 

''The addition of this year's 
new players has been great for 
this team," says junior co-captain 
Kira Personette. "Not only did 
we gain a group with natural tal
ent and athleticism. but they also 
gave the older players a chance 

to hone their skills by being re
sponsible for teaching brand new 
players." 
"The amount of new players is 
awesome," says Personette's co
captain senior Spencer O'Connor. 
"We have almost a full b- ide ev
ery week. The a-side has a full 
team to practice against and the 
b-side can learn the game from 
true-to-match situations." 

The year's advantages, howev
er, doesn't end with a large group 
of players. A team with a lot of 
girls that has no knowledge of the 
game is going nowhere, and. by 
the looks of things, this team is 
going somewhere this season. 
"r think a large aspect of rugby is 
team chemistry," Good says. "It's 
a lot easier corning to practice 
when you're beaten and bruised 
in the rain, heat. and snow when 
you know that all of your friends 
are going to be there too." 
"We're a close-knit group that 
shares a lot more than an interest 
in rugby," Personette says. "We 
spend three hours a day and half 
of Saturday together, and that 
makes us pretty close. There re
ally isn't an age separation at all. 
either." 

In addition to team cohesive
ness, O'Connor attributes the 
succes iveness of the season to 
Good. "Another aspect of the 

team's strengths is the fact that 
we've had a great coach for the 
past two and a half years:' she 
says. "We're finally starting to 
see the results from all the hard 
work he's put into LIS." 

"People might not realize the 
amount of hard work, dedication, 
and toughness needed to play 
rugby," Good says. "This team 
has formed the type of tight bonds 
that are really sort of unique to 
rugby." 

And with this hard work, dedi
cation, and perhaps most impor
tant, toughness, the Lady Bears 
have been racking up confidence 
by beating teams that would pre
viously have beaten them. The 
team started the season by beat
ing Lehigh, a team that proved 
victors over Ursinus last spring. 

"Beating Lehigh was a nice 
emotional win for us," Good says. 
"Opening the season by beating 
up on a team that had done the 
same to us to finish last spring 
was important." 

The season's games 
haven't all been beating up other 
teams. In fact. the game against 
Franklin & Marshall was close. 
ending with a 10-7 Bears victory. 

"My favorite game so far was 
the F&M game:' Personette says. 
"What I found most impressive 
was that. since it was such a close 

game, the other team \Vas los
ing their head and screaming at 
not only us, but their own team. 
We were able to hold it together. 
While it wasn't the prettiest rug
by we have ever played, we did 
show that we, as a team, have 
character." 

The team was able to come 
away with some important les
sons in the match against F&M, 
but what's perhaps more impor
tant than a win is what the team 
takes away from a loss. 
"My favorite match was our 
loss to Millersville." Good says. 
"Mill~rsville beat u by a good 
margin in both the spring and fall 
last year. so it was good to see 
us keep them out of the try zone 
and keep it to 0-6 on two penalty 
kick. We kept the ball in their 
half of the field for the vast major
ity of the first half...it's one more 
broken tackle. one ball bounces a 
little bit differently and we beat 
our division's most proven team." 
The Lady Bears take on Scranton 
on Saturday. 

.\re .\ UtI ready to he the 
l1e\.t sport's \\ riter'! ('011-

tact sl'ctiol1 l'ditor :\il'k 
Panl' to find out \\ hat 111m 

you l'an he a part of 
The (iri::~/y! 

hurt. It is what it is." 
Running, unlike most 

sports, gives you one chance to 
make your mark on conference 
standings. Traveling mainly 
throughout the metropolitan 
area during·the regular season, 
the conference meet gives the 
runners a chance to really put 
their necks out on the line. 

Coach Bayless mentioned 
that the conference has got
ten harder overall, and that 
one year can't necessarily es
timate the upcoming year. He 
offered the example of Haver
ford's women's team from last 
year when they weren't making 
headlines to now where they 
are ranked 3rd in the region. Re
cruitment, team attitude, and 
the health of the athlete are all 
factors in making a strong team. 
Bayless is convinced that each 
runner believes in the program 
and is willing to work to make it 
that extra step. 

If you are in the area, check 
out each team run this Saturday 
and Johns Hopkins. 

UPCOMING 
GAMES: 

Saturday, 
Oct. 30, 2010 

WSoccer 
II:OOa.m. 

@Johns 
Hopkins 

M/W XC @ Johns 
12:00 p.m. Hopkins 
Conference Championship 

Volleyball 
I:OOp,m. 

FoobaU 
I:OOp.m, 

MSoccer 
3:00p.m. 


