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How to avoid disastrous holiday 
parties 

ppinions 

DormitOry and hotJSe Christmas par­
ies are always a great �~�4�e�a�.� They roakethe 
ollese �f�e�~�l�·�:�h�o�m�e�y�"� �a�p�'�a�~� the �$�t�u�g�~ �'� 
eel allgrown-up �w�h�e�n�:�f�m �r �a�w�a�y�f�f�u�m�h�~�.� 

�~�e�s�a�l�s�o� aU6wYQU and �y�o�u�r�r�~�(�)�I�D�-
ates to Wilke trips to the dQUar st()re to 

voiddoiOO work. �p�r�o�v�i�d�e�~ �,� e7tcU$e tc> �d�f�~�§� 
anddl"inkandeat, �a�n�d�f�~�l�g�&�~�v�,�~� , 

�o�l�i�d�a�y�~�i�r�i�'�t� with clreal"&l . 
veryone''$. sweet tooth. With red an 
apped #llooolate.. .,,' f! .. t 

R()Wevet. the fun cll4Quickty �d�e�J�~�9�'�" �,� 

�~�t�e� if �' �n�o�t�p�r�o�,�N�~�~�;�j�J�p �,� 
so . . .. ' m foucrears'o 

�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�C�e�o�f�h�o�l�i�d�a�y�p�~�e�s�.� 
First off. avoid fiatnnlable decoratih»s. 

ot becau$¢of nearoylarllps orhea:: 
�e�c�a�~�p�£�~�c�h�i�~�¥�Q� . 
rs.TlWsmeli of bum 'as cor 
s wit! qui<;kiy overtake the fake �p�i�n�e�~�e� , 
d cinnamon candles. . 

!)Quo! buy"ooytJiw,tyou'Wou 
�o�m�a�n�9�t�b�~� �d�o�r�m�~�b�e�~�~�~�i�t� 
!lU you. This includes,targe 

deer. anything that sings or ta1,ks, or would 
, be a nice �~�d�d�i�t�i�(�)�n�t�o�a�n�o�t�h�e�r� nouseJs c()fioo-
tion of random stolen itemsf �~� 

Christmas liglits provide a nice ambi­
e,nce and: are a cheap way to took like you. 
spe.nt cQmti ' in mind:peo,ple 
willb aU urhouse 
and �~�a�t�$�o�i�i�l�e� peopte �~�o�.�n�'�t� watch . e 
they are, walking. Que trip aIld lltew4Qle 
string will CQllle oQwJbontq anythmJfPe-

blazoned on the side. I suggest a red 0 

green or festive plastio 'tablecloth. Once-yo 
consume· decent amounts of this holida 
punch. refrain from telling guests that yo 
five--gallon punch boWl is actually a ttas 
can frWU fhe'dotlat'ftor.e. Trustme,'foHow 
jug �~� telling them, qaGU't worry; it wa 
br<llldnew," aoesn't mat<:eyourpunoh an 
;tt)ore_tiZmg. 

Speaking �o�f�p�u�p�~� get a recipe. Don' 
try �t�o�~�~�.�$�o�m�e�~�~� s,()me �S�p�r�i�t�~� 80m 

wine,'an,Ci'I some �H�a�w�a�~� Punch atl �~�u�r�e� 
�u�n�t�i�l�l�t�'�$�a�,�~�i�c�e� oheny ¢Olor,doesn"t work. I 
�e�i�t�h�e�t�~�t�e�$� ijke �K�O�Q�1�~�~� stains everyone' 
lips: �b�~�t� red, �o�t�l�~�b �'�o�:�f�r�u�m� so l>adly tha 

. one are,,' ling. ._yo 
S you sh' yeing 1; l> ask he 

howQ.\ueh of thepullch she'S already had 
DUflWlng iile rest oftbe alcohol into tb 
traslt �~�:�p�:� •. �"�l�t�n�e�a�n�p�U�l�l�~�b�.� powl., does not 
�h �.�6�l�i�~� �~�;� �~�Q�r�e�t�i�k�e� a �h�o�:�l�i�~� 
punch: to ' . e e 

Take these tiJlsfrom experieneea 
!)av¢ a great holiday party! WanythiJJg doe 

• . QTe tb.e.la$tbjt 0 

CfD goes �b�e�~�i�n�d� closed doors of Parker Bros. 
As brilliant investigative journalists, 

Mr. Sergeant and I are able to obtain access 
to areas nonnally offlimits to ordinary citi ­
zens. For instance, just last week, we were 
invited to meet with Gary Harding, CEO of 
Parker Brothers Games. He gave us a be­
hind the scenes tour of the factories that 
assemble some of your favorite games and 
he even took us into a private room devoted 
to rejected board game designs. The room 
was vibrant with color and had rejected 
boards all over the wall. We got to see them 
aLI, but we would like to highlight a few of 
our personal favorites for you, 

Trivial Pursuir: Board Games Edition, 
The premise of this game was that the play­
ers would field ridiculously hard questions 
on the topic of board games. Seeing as how 
there have been thousands of board games 

. throughout history, the developers felt that 
this was a sure-fire hit. But, for better or for 
worse, executives realized the madness be­
hind a board game about board games, Af­
ter all, the idea is almost as nerdy as getting 
dressed up as Chewbacca to watch a mara­
thon of Star Wars. That being said, I prob­
ably would have bought it. 

Risk: Gangs of New York Edition. I've 
always felt that Risk special editions (i,e. 
Lord of the Rings edition, Star Wars edition, 
etc.) were crummy cop-outs because the 
same game is simply being repackaged and 
sold as an exciting new twist on the original. 
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However, I would have enjoyed this ope. 
This game featured a map of New York City 
and surrounding areas, Instead of taking 
over countries, players would take over the 
boroughs of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Bronx, 
Queens, and Staten Island, as well as the 
cities of Newark and Jersey City in New Jer-

MATTFLYNTZ 
DAN SERGEANT 

Communism for Dummies 

sey. Players could choose to playas The 
Crips, The Bloods, The Mafia, or The Po­
lice. During testing, the game was labeled 
as "too offensive." 

Grand Theft Auto: The Board Game, 
This board game featured a winding path 
(much like that in The Game of Life ) through 
a fictional city with prompts on each space. 
Prompts would say things like "You encoun­
ter an old woman crossing the street. Do 
you A) Help her across the street, B) Ignore 
her completely, or C) Shoot her in the face, 

steal her purse, and run like Hell!" Unfortu­
nately, this game never got through the test­
ing phase. Apparently, seeing how many 
people you can blast away before the cops 
capture you in a board game is not nearly as 
much fun as it is in a video game, 

The Game of Real Life: This game 
was simply a revamped version of The Game 
of Life. The career choices included things 
like "Bum," "Corporate Pawn," and "Burger 
Flipper." House options included choices 
like "Your parents' basement," "Ghetto one­
room apartment in Camden," and "The 
streets." And instead of spaces saying 
things like "You had twins! Collect a LIFE 
tile!" they would say "You got syphilis from 
a hooker! Collect a REAL LIFE tile!" Or, 
instead of "You wrote a novel! Collect a LIFE . 
tile!" it would say "You got kicked out of 
grad school and now your bachelor's de­
gree in philosophy is completely useless! 
Collect a REAL LIFE tile!" This game never 
made it to the testing stage, for its creator 
killed himself before it was completely fin­
ished. 

Matt Flyntz and Dan Sergeant abso­
lutely love board games. If you want to 
play with them, drop them a line at 
maflyntz@ursinus.edu and 
dasergean t@ursinus.edu. 
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Addicted to 
games, are 
we? 
SHAWNTEE' RUDD 

. shrudd@ursinus.edu 

Video games are becoming so addic­
tive that last year they consumed about 2.6 
million dollars in profit. Studies say that 
there are at least two games in each house­
hold across the United States. Kids are not 
the only ones rushing to GameStop, though. 
People as old as 30 years of age invest in 
video games, 

Most people think that video games 
are made just for kids and that is defmitely 
not the case. Video games have become so 
popular that they now have ratings, jl:lst like 
movies. They have an "E;' "M," or "T" 
labeled on them meaning, "teen," "mature," 
or "everyone," Who would �h�~�v�e� thought 
these games would become so trendy that 
they would be rated? 

As college students living in coed 
college donns, we see a lot of people play­
ing video games in their rooms, For hours at 
a time, they are sitting in front of television 
playing racecar, football, and basketball 
games. You would think that the brain 
wouldn't be able to function correctly after 
staring at a television screen for so long. 

Patrick Wigfall, a junior at Ursinus 
College, feels that playing video games re­
laxes him and relieves the stress that college 
puts him through. He said, "I think that video 
games can have a positive effect on the 
brain. Most games are meant to be stimulat­
ing, even the action type games usually have 
elements to them to challenge you and make 
you think about what you're doing." 

I visited the local GameStop store to 
see what people were buying, The employ­
ees informed me that action and sports 
games were the most popular. Surprisingly, 
the majority of the customers actually buy­
ing video games were either in their late 
teens or adults, The fact of the matter is that 
most people associate video games with 
children, when the largest population play­
ing games are adults. 

Most people assume that only guys 
play video games, but I've seen it for my­
self, and females also like to play. Walking 
through the halls of North, I happened to 
come across two females playing 
Playstation. "It is fun and it's something to 
do outside of academics," said the Ursinus 
student sporting her Eagles pajamas. 

Video games are a big phenomenon. 
Whether you're female or male, it seems to 
be a great way to relieve some stress, As 
long as it does not interfere with your ev­
eryday life, I say playas you may. 
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Bears ground Flying Dutchmen 
Grizzly Sports Report 

November 12th-28th DAVE MARCHESKIE 
damarcheskie@ursinus.edu 

The thick aroma of victory was still 
wafting in the air after Sunday'S post Tur­
key-Day Men 's Basketball game between 
Ursinus and Lebanon Valley. 
The game was nothing but 
gravy as the Bears defense 
stuffed the Flying Dutchmen 
and the offense served up a 
seven course feast of success 
basting Lebanon Valley Col­
lege 70-46. 

Mike McGarvey was 
sweeter than Aunt Roberta 's 
pumpkin pie last Sunday post­
ing a game-high 20 points in­
cluding five three-pointers 
from beyond the arch . Last 
years All-American, All-Star, 
All-Region, All-Conference 
Centennial Player of the Year 
started off his senior season at 
home with a bang. With the 
Bears looking to repeat the 
conference championship, 
McGarvey will be the heart of 
a talented senior core. 

In the opening half, both sides of the 
ball had a little trouble finding the bottom of 
the net. Senior standout Brian McEvily 
charged down the court to make consecu­
tive lay-ups while sophomore sensation Nick 
Shattuck kissed a lay-up off the glass after a 

nice steal. It was the heels off of senior Joe 
Scholz who made four consecutive baskets 
with time winding down. The Bears pulled 
out to a 24-11 lead with just over ten min­
utes remaining in the first half. Lebanon 
Valley battled back a bit to finish up the half 
with Ursinus havirrg the edge at 29-20. 

In the sec­
ond half, the 
Bears defense 
grounded down 
the Flying 
Dutchmen by 
only allowing ten 
points in the first 
ten minutes. 

At the 
14:35 mark, 
Scholz hit a free 
throw to spark a 
17-2 run. Scholz 
recorded the 
next three points 
on a lay-up and 
another point 
from the charity 
stripe. In less 
than a minute, 
McGarvey, 

Shattuck, and Fabian all drove to the basket 
for six quick points at 51-30. 

The next four minutes belonged to 
McGarvey, hitting for 12 of his 20 points, 
including one trey that was way beyond the 
arch even by NBA standards. Ursinus kept 
going back for more helpings and it sud~ 

Bears fall short of NCAA title 
ERIC SULOCK 
ersulock@ursinus.edu 

The field hockey team's dream of win­
ing a national title fell short when top ranked 
alisbury scored with three minutes to go in 

he game. Number two Ursinus fell 3-2 in 
he semifinals of the 2005 Divi­
ion III field hockey champion­
hips held last Friday at Wash­
gton and Lee in Lexington, Va. 

The Seagulls (20-1) were 
he winners of the last two Divi­
ion III National Champion­
hips. 

Salisbury was the first to 
core thirty minutes into the 
arne when forward Megan 
owell (Elkton, MDlRising Sun) found the 
age unassisted. 

The team scored a second goal just 
our minutes into the second half when 
anielle Twilley scored off an assist by 
arash Tracey. 

The Bears quickly showed why the 
are a championship team by tying the gam 
2-2 with 55 minute already gone. Both 0 

the goals were scored by Karen Wendler 
and were assisted by freshman Kai 
Sutherland on penalty comers. 

However, Salisbury didn' 
waste any time, and within 4 
seconds Salisbury scored th 
game winner. 

Ursinus had numerous op 
portunities, out shooting thei 
opponent21-12 and a 12-7 edg 
in comers. 

The group of student 
who made the five hour trek t 
Lexington stated, "we are prou 
of our girls. They gave it thei 

all, and that's all we can ask from them 
Hopefully next year the girls will be able t 
bring the title home. " 

Salisbury went on to win its thirdcon 
secutive national championship beatin 
Messiah 1-0 on Saturday. 

denly was 66-35 with 6:42 left to play. 
The final score of the game was 70-46. 

Don't feel too bad, though, because last year 
LVC left Ursinus with the bill as they beat the 
Bears 70-59. In 2005, the bill was certainly 
flipped and all credits are now paid off. 

Rising star ick Shattuck, who was one 
assist and two steals shy of a triple-double, 
recorded 14 points and career-highs in steals 
(seven) and assists (nine). Persistent pow­
erhouse Matt Fabian dominated on the 
boards with a game-high 15 rebounds, in­
cluding 12 in the first half. Twin towers Joe 
Scholz and Will Furey both recorded eight 
points and six rebounds. 

Although the Ursinus margin of vic­
tory was rather large, senior Brian McEvily 
knows that the Bears will have to play better 
offense during the season. He commented, 
"I thought that on a night where we didn't 
start out shooting the ball particularly well, 
we managed to maintain a lead by dedicating 
ourselves to defense. In the future, if we can 
bring it like we did tonight on the defensive 
end every night, we should be pretty good." 

Ursinus looks to win its second con­
secutive Centennial Conference title and its 
third in four years. The next step is the first 
conference game of the season at home in 
Helfrich Hall on Wednesday night at 8 p.m. 
The team is asking the student body to be­
come a part of the Helfrich Hooligans and 
continue the school spirit that has now be­
come notorious throughout the conference. 

Men's Basketball 
vs. NYU L- 61-64 

vs. Immaculata W- 93-62 
vs. Lebanon Valley W- 70-46 

Women's · Basketball 
vs. Alvernia W- 69-54 
vs. Messiah L- 45-69 

at Swarthmore L- 53-54 

Swimming vs. Drew 
Men W-74-56 

Women W-109-69 
Swimming vs. Gettysburg 

Men L- 42-142 
Women L- 37-166 

Swimming at Swarthmore 
Men L- 73-142 

Women L-111-135 

Wrestling at Monarch 
Invitational @ King's College 

5th place Overall 

8early Reminder • c 

Wrestling at 
M 

6 p.m. 
Ba!;ke1tball vs. Gettysburg-:- 8 p.m. 
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