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Upcoming Games

Thursday Friday Saturday Sat Cont. Monday Tuesday Wednesday
W Basketball vs. 
Haverford, 6 p.m. 

M Basketball vs. 
Washington College, 
8 p.m. 

M&W Swimming
@ Franklin & Mar-
shall, 6 p.m. 

W Basketball @ Mc-
Daniel, 1 p.m. 

M Basketball @ Mc-
Daniel, 3 p.m.

W Swimming
vs. Bryn Mawr, 1 p.m. 

Wrestling vs. Johns 
Hopkins and Gettys-
burg @ Johns Hopkins 

M&W Track and 
Field @ Frank Colden 
Invitational, Ursinus 
College

Gymnastics @ 
Temple, 1 p.m. 

W Basketball
vs. Washington Col-
lege, 7:30 p.m. 

M Basketball vs. 
Franklin & Marshall, 
6 p.m. 

W Basketball vs. 
Franklin & Marshall, 
8 p.m. 

Hunter Gellman
�K�X�J�H�O�O�P�D�Q�#�X�U�V�L�Q�X�V���H�G�X
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See Wrestling �R�Q���S�J�� 7

Dynamic Duo
“They are a coach’s dream,” 

brags Ursinus wrestling coach 
Bill Racich.

When the class of 2016 ar-
rived on campus in August of 
2012, very few people knew who 
Christian and Keven Hoogheem 
were. Since then, things have cer-
tainly changed. Today the twin 
wrestling tandem are prominent 
leaders of the campus commu-
nity. From the biology labs to 
the wrestling mats, they have left 
their mark on Ursinus.  

Growing up and going to 

school in the small Chicago sub-
�X�U�E���R�I�� �'�H�H�U�À�H�O�G���� �W�K�H���+�R�R�J�K�H�H�P�V��
always had a love for the scienc-
es. It wasn’t until seventh grade, 
however, that they realized they 
had a gift on the wrestling mat as 
well. 

“We didn’t come from the 
most athletically gifted family,” 
Christian said. “We have an older 
brother. He wrestled his eighth-
grade year. When we entered 
middle school, the coach was 
like, ‘Why don’t you come out for 
wrestling?’ It turned out we were 
pretty good.” 

From that point on, the twins 
never looked back. They contin-

ued through high school and end-
ed up moving on to the collegiate 
level, where they dominate today. 

When looking for a college, 
the brothers say wrestling was 
not the number-one priority. “We 
both looked for a small school 
with wrestling options and a good 
science program,” Christian said. 
Keven said he had read about 
Ursinus in the acclaimed book 
“Colleges that Change Lives” by 
Loren Pope, and that is how they 
�À�U�V�W�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�K�R�R�O���� �7�K�H��
pair fostered interest in the school 
and decided to visit. Out of all the 

Wrestling twins continue to succeed on and off the mat

From across 
the Atlantic
Freshman basketball player waits for his time to 

shine as he becomes acquainted with the game

Paul Cottam patiently waits for 
his shot. With his elbows resting 
on his knees and hands folded, he 
sits on the edge of his seat in the 
Floy Lewis Bakes Center. After 
each basket for the home team 
he quickly rises and applauds. He 
can be seen from anywhere as his 
6’9” stature makes him the tallest 
in the building. He sits back down 
and assumes the same position. 
Each word of encouragement is 
heard along with his smooth Brit-
ish accent by his teammates who 
make their way back to the bench. 

For the kid that came to Ameri-
ca to play basketball, his opportu-
nity has not yet come, but his en-
thusiasm hasn’t wavered. “I love 
the game of basketball, and I have 
a great opportunity to learn,” said 
the 19-year-old. Learning is what 
led him to Ursinus.

Growing up in Bristol, about 
a two-and-a-half-hour drive from 
London, “Tall Paul,” as he is 
known around campus, played a 
variety of sports. He played soc-
cer, rugby, and even tried martial 
arts, but none of them caught his 
attention enough for him to take 
them seriously. It wasn’t until 
he saw an ad in his local news-
paper from his favorite store, Big 
and Tall, that he discovered what 
would soon become his passion. 

Cottam had always been the 
tallest kid in his neighborhood, 
growing to be 6’4” by the time 
he was 14 years old. He didn’t 
have many options for shopping 
and had to go to Big and Tall for 
his clothes. “They were one of 
the few stores that had clothes 
�W�K�D�W���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���À�W���P�H���µ���&�R�W�W�D�P���V�D�L�G����
When the store put an ad in the 
newspaper saying that it would 
give a 100-pound voucher to the 
tallest person to attend a bas-
ketball camp, Cottam thought it 
would be a great opportunity to 
get 100 pounds for his next shop-
ping trip. 

“I never played basketball be-
�I�R�U�H�����V�R���D�W���À�U�V�W���,���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���V�R�O�H�O�\��
for the voucher,” Cottam said 
with a laugh. “After playing for a 
while, I realized I liked it, so after 
that I didn’t miss a practice.”  He 
became addicted to the sport and 
couldn’t get enough of it. He was 
constantly working on his game, 
mostly in the post, as his 6’9” 
frame allowed him to tower over 
most of his opponents. When he 
wasn’t in the gym, Cottam was 
�Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� �À�O�P�� �R�U�� �S�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�J�H�W�K-
er his highlight tape in order to 
get looks from college coaches 
across the Atlantic.

“I hung out with friends here 
and there, but I really focused on 
basketball and worked hard to get 
my name out there,” Cottam said. 

Cory Rogers
�F�R�U�R�J�H�U�V�#�X�U�V�L�Q�X�V���H�G�X


