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Happening on Campus
Thursday Friday Saturday      Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Harry Potter Es-
cape Room
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m.
Myrin 124

Late Night Pan-
cakes!
7:30 p.m.
Wismer

Bear Bash 
7:00 p.m.
Gravel Lot 
*Rain location 
Floy Lewis Bakes 
Center*
 

Ursinus College 
Chapel
10:30 a.m. 
Bomberger Hall 
Meditation Chapel

Selections from the 
musical Fun Home
4:30 p.m.
Kaleidoscope Len-
fest Theater

Transfer Tuesday
11:00 a.m. 
Corson Hall

Last Day of Class-
es

     Every year, the St. Andrew’s 
Society of Philadelphia awards 
five scholarships to students 
from participating Pennsylvania 
institutions, including Ursinus, 
allowing students to study in 
Scotland for a year. This year’s 
Ursinus winner is AJ Belville 
’21, who received the Mutch 
Scholarship, and who will spend 
his junior year at the University 
of Glasgow.
     St. Andrew’s Society of 
Philadelphia was organized and 
founded in 1747 by a group of 
Pennsylvanian men of Scottish 
ancestry. Its goal, as stated on the 
St. Andrew’s Society webpage, 
is to allow “[scholars] to truly 
experience and appreciate the 
culture, history, and character of 
Scotland; to fully immerse them-
selves in the academic and social 
life.” This is what Belville plans 
to do when he heads to Scotland 
next year.
     The road to Scotland wasn’t 
easy. Belville began the internal 
application the day that Assis-
tant Dean Kelly Sorensen sent 
out an announcement about it, 
and submitted it the following 
day. About two months later, he 
received an exciting email from 
Sorensen, informing him that he 
would be Ursinus’ candidate for 
the Mutch Scholarship. 
     However, the interview pro-
cess—held at the Union League 
of Philadelphia—was stressful 
and somewhat “harrowing.” 
“It was long,” Belville said. “I 
was with seven other qualified 
candidates and one of them flew 

in from Florida just for the inter-
view that day. [The interviewers] 
stuck us in a room and pulled 
us out individually to interview 
us. They also put us in a panel in 
front of old men, where we were 
then berated with questions. It 
was crazy.” While he was at din-
ner in Wismer that night, Belville 
received the good news that he 
had been accepted as the scholar-
ship winner.
     Belville’s Mutch Scholarship 
is not tied to his biochemistry 
and molecular biology major; 
Belville is also an artist. He 
released his first album “For My 
Future Wife” in the summer of 
2017, and during his trip to Scot-
land he is excited to immerse 
himself in the Glasgow music 
scene.

     “I’ve been listening to a lot 
of Scottish folk music lately,” 
Belville said, “and it’s been 
driving a lot of my writing for 
my next album.” This is why St. 
Andrew’s society wants him to 
explore music during his time in 
Scotland. At Ursinus, when Bel-
ville writes music, he goes out to 
the football field, parking lot, or 
any quiet place late at night so he 
can peacefully write alone.
     Besides Scotland and music, 
Belville also looks forward to 

travelling to California for Sum-
mer Fellows. Biology professor 
Dr. Rebecca Lyczak and Belville 
will be researching genetics. He 
hopes to learn the tools necessary 
to become an effective re-
searcher. After Ursinus, Belville 
hopes to specialize in virology: 
“I’ve known that I wanted to do 

stuff with viruses since I was 
young. And the cool thing about 
Glasgow is that they have a 
dedicated virology department. 
Going there, hopefully, I’ll be 
able to get involved, and speak to 
some people who are important 
in the field that I want to get into. 
So that’s a win for me.”

     His trips will hold new 
experiences for Belville in very 
different spheres. First, he will 
explore genetics, then he will 
travel to Scotland to immerse 
himself in music. He is beyond 
excited for both opportunities.

 Sophomore, AJ Belville, wins scholarship to study in 
Scotland for a year

Shelsea Deravil
shderavil@ursinus.edu
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AJ Belville wins scholarship to study at the University of Glasgow. 

“I’ve been listening to a lot 
of Scottish folk music lately,” 
Belville said, “and it’s been 
driving a lot of my writing for 
my next album.”

 —AJ Belville  
 Class of 2021
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We must not ignore China’s cultural purging

Jen Joseph
jejoseph1@ursinus.edu

Disney’s newest ‘Dumbo” fails to soar

     When one turns on the news 
these days, one tends to see 
constant stories about the 2020 
Presidential election, or President 
Donald Trump. When Trump’s 
administration was in the midst 
of separating children on the US 
borders, people did an admirable 
job coming together to protest 
the inhumane policy. It is highly 
unfortunate that the 24-hour news 
media has paid compartively 
little attention to a growing 
problem in China: the increased 
persecution of the Muslim minor-
ity population, most notably 
the Uighurs, but other minority 
Muslim populations as well such 
as the Kazakhs and the Kyrgyzs. 
     According to Rachel Harris of 
“The Guardian,” China has begun 
to bulldoze many of the Uighur’s 
mosques. Satellite images were 
able to confirm that the Keriya 
mosque, which was probably 
built in 1237, and was located in 
the southern region of Hotan, no 
longer exists. It is far from the 
only mosque to suffer this fate, 

however. In 2016, there were 800 
mosques in the eastern region of 
China, but 200 were bulldozed in 
2017 and 600 more are scheduled 
to be bulldozed this year.
     The Uighur people are also 
subjects of intensive surveillance 
technology and their homes are 
frequently raided by the Chinese 
government. According to the As-
sociated Press, the Chinese gov-
ernment keeps tabs on what they 
perceive to be subversive activity 
through a network of around 
1.1 million spies. The spies are 
sent by the government to live in 
Uighur homes in what is known 
as the “ Pair Up and Become 
Family” program.” The Chinese 
government paints this as simply 
a friendly example of cultural ex-
change, but in fact the spies then 
report on ridiculously innocuous 
things like Uighur families not 
wanting cigarettes or alcohol or 
not watching television. 
     As reported by BBC News, 
the Chinese government has 
also passed strict laws that limit 
Uighurs’ freedom of expression. 
For example, long beards and 
headscarves are now forbidden. 

The Uighur also cannot leave 
legally because the Chinese 
government has passed an edict 
that forced all of them to sur-
render their passports. According 
to the Chinese government, they 
simply wanted the passports for 
safe keeping. Uighurs are also 
prohibited from practicing Islam 
in any way, such as fasting during 
Ramadan. According to Durrie 
Bouscaren of PRI, if the Chinese 
government eventually deems 
that a person is too subversive, 
then she or he will be sent to a 
“re-education camp.”  Stephanie 
Nebehay estimates that there are 
1.5 million Mulisms being sent to 
these camps.      
     The conditions at these camps 
are often horrible. These camps 
often involved forced indoctrina-
tion of Chinese values. Camp 
residents are expected to sing pa-
triotic songs and speak Mandarin. 
If the camp residents refuse, then 
they will be beaten or starved. 
Ablet Tursun Tohti spoke to BBC 
news about his harrowing experi-
ence. He recalls that he and the 
fellow residents were woken up 
before sunrise each morning and 

were told they had one minute 
to get the exercise yard and then 
run. Those who were too slow 
faced severe punishment: “There 
was a special room to punish 
those who didn’t run fast enough 
. . . There were two men there, 
one to beat with a belt, the other 
just to kick.” Ablet said. He was 
released and was fortunate to be 
one of the last to be able to leave. 
His 74-year-old father and eight 
of his siblings were not lucky and 
are currently still incarcerated. 
Ablet noted, “There is no-one left 
outside.”
     A woman, Mihrigul Tursun, 
told CNN of the horrible condi-
tions she witnessed. Her three 
children were taken from her and 
when she was finally released, 
she inquired about the fate of her 
infant child, and was flatly told 
that he had died. During her im-
prisonment, she was kept in a cell 
with more than 50 other women. 
One woman had spent six months 
in there and was covered with 
rashes. 
     China has continued to 
maintain its position that there is 
nothing wrong with this treat-

ment. According to the BBC, 
“State-run TV has been show-
ing glossy reports, full of clean 
classrooms and grateful students, 
apparently willingly submitting 
themselves to the coursework.” 
Additionally, testimonials are 
frequently shown. “I have deeply 
understood my own mistakes,’ 
one man tells the camera, vowing 
to be a good citizen ‘after I get 
home.’” Yet, when the BBC tried 
to inspect the camps, they were 
turned away by Chinese police 
officials. Despite the efforts of a 
few intrepid journalistic parties, 
including the ones cited in this 
article, the media has failed to 
give this issue the mainstream 
recognition that it deserves. 
There is a growing cultural 
purging and it deserves far more 
focus by our media and Ameri-
can citizens. We should be just 
as willing to take similar actions 
when similar policy is happening 
in other countries.

     Reboots, remakes, reinven-
tions. We’ve all heard of ‘em, 
we’ve all seen a few, and heck, 
sometimes they’re even good. 
“The Wizard of Oz” is techni-
cally a remake. So is the musical 
version of “Little Shop of Hor-
rors.” But all that aside, it’s no 
news that we are living in the age 
of reboots. And it makes sense! 
After all, why take the risk of 
doing something new when you 
can make money on an already-
branded property, amirite?
     One company that has really 
taken the reboot cash cow to new 
heights is the venerated, much-
beloved, and wholly benevolent 
Disney Corporation. Since the 
surprise success of Tim Bur-
ton’s reinvention of “Alice in 
Wonderland,” Disney has tried 
everything from Wicked-style 
hero/villain flips with Maleficent, 
near shot-for-shot remakes with 
2017’s “Beauty and the Beast,” 
to changes mild enough to still 

make the original story recog-
nizable –– “Cinderella,” “The 
Jungle Book, etc.”
     Back to the House of Mouse’s 
increased reluctance to invest in 
anything other than a sure bet. 
Arguably the last big risk the 
Disney company made was last 
decade with the release of “The 
Princess and the Frog,” which 
by most accounts was a mild fi-
nancial failure. This failure led to 
the dissolution of cel animation 
in the company and an increased 
reliance on CGI. After all, all the 
Pixar movies were doing well, so 
why not just make new Disney 
films basically the same? 
     Disney’s latest high-profile 
project, his remake of “Dumbo,”  
is a watering-down of every-
thing the original and innocent 
if occasionally dark “Dumbo” 
stood for. The whole climax of 
Dumbo learning to fly? Over 
in the first act. All the dynamic 
animal characters? Replace them 
with humanity-deprived hu-
man characters with the acting 
chops of Plank from “Ed, Edd, 

and Eddy.” The Pink Elephant 
scene that scared us all to 
death as kids? Barely a men-
tion. Imagine if the Burton who 
made Beetlejuice and Nightmare 
Before Christmas, not the shell 
of a director he is now, made the 
Pink Elephant scene. Think of all 
the new imagery we could have 
gotten from that. The only good 
thing this reboot has is a lack of 
notoriously racist crows, but at 
least then I would have felt some 
sort of ways about this plummet 
of a flick. 
     And that really is the prob-
lem. Safety. These reboots aren’t 
made because anyone had an 
idea for a movie. They’re only 
ever done to milk the omnipres-
ent “Disney nostalgia” market 
of every last dollar, so they’re 
safe, watered-down, and joy-
less. Disney has become its own 
Judge Doom, destroying all its 
old ‘toons, and killing themself 
in the process. Ah well. At least 
Danny DeVito was good in it.

Follow us on 
Instagram!  
@ursinusgrizzly
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Scores as of Monday, April 29
M. Lacrosse (11-3) W. Lacrosse (3-13)  Track and Field Baseball (18-18) Softball (20-17-1) M. Tennis (8-11) W. Tennis (9-11)

April 24:
Ursinus:  20
Muhlenberg: 11

April 27:
#15 Dickinson: 11
Ursinus:  8

April 24:
Ursinus:  12
Muhlenberg: 14

April 27
#22 Dickinson: 12
Ursinus:  11

April 27:

Blue Jay Tune-Up 
@Elizabethtown Coll.

Men: 2nd of 15
Women: 3rd of 14

April 22 (11 innings):
Ursinus:  7
#7 TCNJ: 5

April 27:
Washington: 6
Ursinus:  4

April 28:
Ursinus:  2
F&M:  5

April 23:
Ursinus:  7
Haverford: 2

April 25:
Ursinus:  5
Alvernia: 9

April 27:
Ursinus:  10
McDaniel: 4

April 24:
Muhlenberg: 7
Ursinus:  2

April 26:
Immaculata: 0
Ursinus:  9

April 27: 
Ursinus:  0
Washington: 9

April 23:
Bryn Mawr: 4
Ursinus:  5

April 27:
Ursinus:  3
Gettysburg: 6

Football team preparing for fall 
season with spring workouts

Baseball continued from pg. 8The “Fine, 
we’ll do this 
later” Award: 
Kayla Quinn

Photo courtesy of UC Athletics

David Mendelsohn
damendelsohn@ursinus.edu

On April 9, the UC Soft-
ball Team was slated to play a 
Tuesday double header against 
Swarthmore College.

The first leg of the double 
header had a rain delay, then a 
lightning delay before being com-
pleted that Tuesday. The coaches 
decided, ambitiously, to try to 
squeeze in the second game be-
fore sundown. They managed to 
get to the bottom of the fifth in-
ning before it became too dark.

Nearly three weeks later, Sun-
day, the game had to be complet-
ed as both UC and Swat needed 
to sort out playoff seeding, so the 
game was to be finished.

The Bears resumed with run-
ners on first and second and no 
outs, down 3-1 but Swat quickly 
got two outs before senior Kayla 
Quinn came up and drilled a game-
tying triple over the right fielder’s 
head. Teammate Morgan Comfort 
would drive her in one batter later 
and the Bears won 4-3 to clinch the 
No. 3 seed in the CC tournament.

Photo courtesy of Dave Morgan/Stylish Images

Tom Cardozo
thcardozo@ursinus.edu

quite a bit this year and their ef-
forts are worthy of many plau-
dits.

Mumme set several program 
records. There are the aforemen-
tioned home run records, but he 
also set the program record in 
doubles and single-season RBIs, 
and tied the record in overall 
hits, with a strong candidacy to 
catch the career mark for hits 
next season. He ends the sea-
son tied for the most home runs 
in the country with 14. He is a 
shoo-in for All-CC honors and 
very well could find himself as 
an All-American by the end of 
the season.

First-year first baseman Jon 
Moldoff had an incredible rook-
ie campaign. He had 44 RBIs, 
which would have set the school’s 
single-season record if not for the 
existence of Mumme (45 RBIs). 
He has a strong candidacy for 
Centennial Conference Rookie-
of-the-Year.

Jacobs turned himself into an 
elite offensive player. He had the 
seventh-highest on-base percent-
age in the CC with .466, and was 
eighth in batting average with 
.389 while being a defensive 
force. He threw out 17 would-be 
base stealers this season.

Finally, Fiorentino set the 
team record for triples in a sea-
son after just 19 games. He fin-
ished second in all of Division 
III with 10 triples.

Most of the Bears offensive 
contributions came from non-
seniors, with infielder Carter 
Usowski the only starting posi-
tion player to graduate this year. 
Usowski wrapped up his career 
with a .319 career batting aver-
age and 88 RBIs. He was a two-
time All-CC honoree.

The Bears should still be able 
to excite next season with all of 
their returning offensive talent as 
well as additional development 
with a young core of high-poten-
tial pitchers.

The Ursinus College football 
team is midway through their 
spring football season and they 
are looking to top their perfor-
mance from last fall with an 8-3 
record.

The Bears have a  five-week-
long practice schedule, includ-
ing lifts throughout the weeks.

Jake McCain, the Bears start-
ing middle linebacker, said, “We 
are looking good, everyone is 
working hard in the weight room 
and on the practice field.”

McCain, a rising senior, 
hopes to lead the Bears defense 
to an even better season than the 
last, and hopefully win a Centen-
nial Conference Championship. 

”This league is so competi-
tive that any team has a chance. 
So why not us?” McCain said.

There are several factors that 
contribute to a radical increase 
in success for the Bears the last 
few seasons, and therefore the 
increased optimism.

McCain said, “I think a huge 
part to our success right now 
is the hard work we have been 
putting in, in the weight room 
with Coach [Eric] Hoffman and 
Coach [Mike] Moronese. Guys 
[have] just bought in to make 
this program better.”

As the Bears continue to grind 
through the spring season, some 
of the stand-out players include 
freshman defensive end Kevin 
Diehl and rising senior tight end 
Matt Gallagher.

Diehl has been working tena-
ciously in the weight room and it 
is showing on the practice field, 
according to Jake McCain.

Along with Diehl’s hard work 
in the weight room and on the 
field, Gallagher is making a 
position change from fullback 
to tight end in order to help put 
the team in a better position to 
succeed. Making this position 
change is not easy for any play-
er, but Gallagher is dedicated to 
help the team in any way pos-
sible.

Gallagher said, “When Coach 
asked me to make the position 

change, I was excited about the 
opportunity. I know how to run 
routes and block, but if this is 
what I can do to help the team, 
I am all in.”

With several players standing 
out this spring the defense will 
also have a new defensive line 
coach. Coach Demetrius Wilson 
is coming from Indianapolis to 
help the Bears and their defen-
sive line unit along with second-
year defensive coordinator Steve 
Devlin.

While the senior class gradu-
ates, more talent files into the 
program with the incoming 
freshman class. The Bears are 
hoping to bring in approximately 
30 first-year players next season 
to help add depth and talent to 
the roster.

The Bears hope to continue 
their hot streak from last fall into 
the second half of spring prac-
tices and offseason lifting. With 
new additions to the coaching 
staff and rising stars, the Bears 
are ready to attack next fall and 
compete for a Centennial Con-
ference Championship.
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Upcoming Games
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday       Saturday Sunday       Monday

Softball:
4 p.m.:
@Dickinson
Centennial Conference
First Round

#14 Men’s Lacrosse:
7 p.m.:
@#14 Franklin and
Marshall College
Centennial Conference
Semifinals

Track and Field:
Centennial Conference 
Championships

Track and Field:
Centennial Conference 
Championships

Track and Field:
Centennial Conference 
Championships

See Baseball on pg. 7

Photo courtesy of Dave Morgan/Stylish Images
Junior Mike Stanziale hit a home run in the ninth inning of the Bears’ extra-inning win over #7 TCNJ. It 
proved to be important when TCNJ tied it in the bottom of the ninth inning to send the game to extras.

Bears’ playoff push falls short
Bears go 18-18 and finish 8th in the Centennial Conference standings 

David Mendelsohn
damendelsohn@ursinus.edu

The Ursinus College Baseball 
team wrapped up its 2019 cam-
paign this weekend, falling just 
short of playoff aspirations.

The Bears finished 18-18 over-
all, with a record of 7-11 in the 
Centennial Conference, giving 
them an 8th place finish in the CC.

They were in a position to 
control their own destiny, for the 
most part, after their historic April 
6 sweep of the #11 Johns Hopkins 
Blue Jays in a Saturday double 
header. They won the games by 
a combined score of 26-17, and 
it was the first time Ursinus had 
ever swept Hopkins.

After the sweep, the Bears had 
13 conference games left to play 
and were in a playoff position. 
Unfortunately, they won just four 
of their remaining games against 
CC opponents.

The Bears did not even get 
one night to celebrate their sweep 
of Hopkins before they had to eat 
a 10-1 loss to #6 Swarthmore on 
April 7. Ursinus had previously 
played a very tight game against 
Swarthmore, and the national-
powerhouse Garnet did not want 
to play a close one again, evi-
dently.

Swarthmore, the defending 
conference champions, jumped 
out to a quick 8-0 lead in the first 
five innings of the Sunday affair, 
with the Bears scoring just one 
run on an RBI groundout by ju-
nior outfielder Dom Fiorentino. 
It’s hard to blame the Bears for 
faltering to a team like Swat the 
day after earning a well-fought 

sweep, but they were not able to 
turn the corner again after that 
and get back to their winning 
ways.

The next week they lost both of 
their matchups to Haverford with 
a non-conference win wedged 
in between the losses. They lost 
the first leg 7-3, with sophomore 
catcher Tom Jacobs responsible 
for driving in all three runs.

The second game against 
Haverford was even closer. The 
Bears lost by just one run, 6-5, and 
left the bases loaded in the ninth 
in their pursuit of a comeback. 
The offense wasn’t quite able to 
earn back the runs coughed up by 
the bullpen in a 4-run Haverford 
7th inning in time to complete the 
comeback.

After that, Ursinus got in-
volved in a slugfest with Gettys-
burg in a Saturday twin-bill. The 
first game vacillated between the 
two teams as Ursinus surrendered 
a 5-run lead in the bottom of the 
8th inning at the battleground. 
The potent UC offense earned the 
lead back to go up 9-8, only to get 
walked-off by the Bullets in the 
bottom of the ninth.

The Bears were determined 
to make the second game against 
Gettysburg much less interesting. 
They had a 7-2 lead after their 
half of the fifth inning, includ-
ing a home run by Fiorentino, but 
those pesky Bullets came back to 
knot the score at 7 before the end 
of the fifth inning. Ursinus woke 
up after that and outscored them 
the rest of the way, winning 11-8, 
registering a lofty 31 hits between 
the two games.

It looked like they were getting 

back on the right path after tak-
ing both games against Muhlen-
berg the next week. It was ideal 
not just because they were win-
ning games, but also because of 
the fashion in which they won 
those games. The first game was 
a comeback and a close victory, 
6-4. UC scored five runs in the 
8th inning, including a 2-run go-
ahead blast by Jacobs.

The second game was a blow-
out that the Bears won 22-9. That 
was an historic game in many 
ways for the Bears. Junior stand-
outs Alex Mumme and Fioren-
tino each homered twice, with 
Mumme’s home runs setting new 
standards for the Ursinus program 
in both single-season blasts and 
career home runs.

Winning games several differ-
ent ways is generally indicative of 
a high-quality team. That adage 
holds up for this year’s UC team, 

despite how the season ended 
up in the end. This was clearly a 
team capable of winning baseball 
games.

What really put the Bears in 
a bind was a double-header split 
with McDaniel on April 20. They 
came all the way back from down 
8-1 in game one, but the game 
continued its back-and forth pace 
when McDaniel ultimately won 
17-16.

Ursinus made the second game 
much less interesting, winning the 
matchup 12-6, including a home 
run by first base standout Jon 
Moldoff.

After that split with McDan-
iel, the Bears had minimal wiggle 
room in order to make the play-
offs, and that whittled down to 
zero wiggle room after a 6-4 loss 
to Franklin and Marshall on April 
23. The Bears would have to win 
out in order to make the postsea-

son.
The Bears tried their best to 

get the job done against Washing-
ton College on UC’s senior day 
this past Saturday.

Down 6-2 entering the ninth 
inning, it started to look like they 
would come back after a leadoff 
home run by Fiorentino. They 
continued to rally and scored one 
more run before making the final 
out, losing 6-4, and were elimi-
nated from postseason contention.

The Bears honored their se-
niors before losing the second 
game 16-1 and dropping a mean-
ingless 5-2 game at Franklin and 
Marshall on Sunday to conclude 
an eventful season.

Though they obviously did not 
end up where they wanted to this 
season, the Bears accomplished 


