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Men's Baseball: Trying to make a push for the playoffs 
KEVIN MURPHY 
kemurphy@ursinus.edu 

The Ursinus Bears baseball team 
faced division rival, the Muhlenberg Mules, 
last Friday the 15th. Earlier in the week, the 
Bears were overpowered by the Mules who 
were able to compile 16 runs in a 16-6 win. 
But this match-up would create a different 
outcome. Led by a complete game from 
pitcher Clay Miller, 3-1 the Bears were able 
to split the season series with a 7-2 win, 
tying them for first place in the Centennial 
Conference (9-8, 7-3 CC). 

The Mules got on the board first 
in the 2nd inning and then jumped to a 2-0 
lead at the top of the 4th with an RBI single 
by AJ. Bettini. Down by two the Bears 
were in need of a productive bottom of the 
4th. With two outs, the Bears finally were 
able to get the wheels turning. Ben Fisher 
was able to get on base first with a single to 

center field. followed by a Victor Rodriguez 
single to left 
fi e I d fi II i n g 
up 1 st and 2nd 

base. Senior 
Jerry Rogers 
then capital­
ized with an 
RBI double. 
Ensuing was 
a single by 
Tom m y 
Herrmann, 
tying up the 
game two all. 

The fifth 
inning was 
filled with 
similar results as the Bears took the lead 
after an RBI sacrifice fly by Brett Jenkins, 
and an RBI single from Jon Sheppard mak-

Conference woes continue 
for men's lacrosse 
DAVE MARCHESKIE 
damarcheskie@ursinus.edu 

The sound of flesh and bone clash­
ing against one another rang throughout 
Patterson Field last Wednesday in a Cen­
tennial Conference battle that proved to be 
more than just a final score. 

A Ithough the men's lacrosse team 
lost their fourth straight conference game 
against Haverford College, they played \!\;ith 
great intensity. When time expired on the 
scoreboard, the light bulbs illuminated a 9-
6 defeat. However. understanding the heart 
that Ursinus played with is worth'v\hile. 

nthony Tori showed his relentless 
determ ination. scoring his third and final 
goal of the day at a pi otal point in the 
game. Earl) in the fourth quarter. the game 
was a close race to the end with Haverford 
up one, 5-6. Tori's goal tied the game giving 
Ursinus some well needed momentum en­
tering the final stretch of the game. 

Un fortu nate I for th e Bears. 
Haverford battled back with three unan­
swered goals sealing a victory. The Fords 
a enged Ursinus for a one-point loss just a 
year ago. Joe Mauri scored two goals for 
Haverford, including the game winning shot 
that broke a 6-6 tie in the fourth. 

At the beginning of the game, 
Ursinus took the lead in the first quarter 2-
l. Nick Shriver scored two goals, helping 
the team keep a close knit fight with a score 
of3-3 at the half. 

Despite the loss, Matt "Endo" Or­
lando had an impressive performance in net 
with 18 saves and scooping up I 0 ground 

balls. 
Ursinus has lost four straight Cen­

tennial Conference games, but the play­
ers want to stay positive as four games 
remain in the season. 

Anthony Tori expresses his frustra­
tion but looks forward to a string of vic to­
ries that are sure to come. "It has been a 
tough year losing to all these good teams 
by just one or two goals, but we haven't 
let that get us down. We're a young team 
learning from our mistakes every game, and 
we're just waiting to break out of our shell." 

When Tori stated that the team is 
young, he does not just mean the pia) ers. 
Yes, the �p�l�a�~� ers are \ef) } oung, housing 
onl; three seniors and fifteen freshmen, 
but the program more importantl; is onl; 
three; ears in the making. . 

Three years is hardly enough time 
to establish a winning program at the col­
legiate level. This team within the next three 
years is going to become a conference 
champion contender. Ursinus College put 
themselves on the map with the lacrosse 
program. searching for young talent that 
will become great players in the near fu­
ture. 

Coach Carter strives to win out the 
final four games. determined to improve 
to a .500 record of 4-4 in the Centenn ial 
Con ference. The last home game is th is 
Saturday April 23rd at I p.m. against the 
Green Terror of McDaniel. The team asks 
the student body to come out and sup­
port this young team at their final home 
hurrah for the season. 

ing it 4-2. The Bears scored one more run in 
the 7th af­
ter an Eric 
WJCkecilam 
sin g Ie. 
Putting 
the icing 
on the 
cake was a 
two-run 
homer by 
B ret t 
Jenkins in 
the bot­
tom of the 
8th ending 
the game 
at 7-2. 

Saturday, the Bears were away against 
another conference foe, Washington, for a 
double header. The Bears continued their two-

game win streak sweeping the Shoremen 4-2 
and 9-4. Jenkins continued his power hit­
ting, opening up the first game with a solo 
shot, and going 2-4 with 4 RBrs in the latter 
game. 

After a very successful weekend, 
the Bears now 9-3 in conference play are 
gaining momentum that they hope to carry • to a Centennial Conference Championship. 

Sophomore Tommy Herrmann com­
mented on their recent success, "Our young 
pitching staff is proving to become effec­
tive which was a problem earlier in the year. 
Our defense has been really solid, and our 
bats are really coming around." 

The Bears have been quite suc­
cessful recently, and if you haven't seen 
them in action get out there to show some 
support. This upcoming weekend the Bears 
face Haverford away at 3 :30 pm, and Satur­
day home against Johns Hopkins for a 
double header, action starts at 12:30 pm. 

A struggling season shows 
some signs of improvement 
for tennis teams 
MICHAEL GRAHAM 
migraham@ursinus.edu 

The season has been tough for both 
men's and women's tennis this year. While the 
effort and intensity are there every day, the 
'v\ ins are fe\!\;. 

Again. the men's tennis team is forced 
to sit through another year of rebuilding, 'v\ hile 
trying to regain some confidence 'v\ ithin them­
sel es to al age the rest of thi quickly end­
ing season. 

With a return from h is rookie season. 
Coach Steven Mauro leads the Ursinus Col­
lege Bears to a season of less disappointment 
and similar frustration compared to past sea­
sons. 

The men's team has had some improve­
ment as compared to last year's record, 4 wins 
and 10 losses. However. it looks as though this 
'v\ ill be another rebuilding year. 

Meanwhile. the ladies' team has the tal­
ent, heart. and potential to be very successful 
in the Centennial Conference, but have had tre­
mendous struggles during this season with a 
record of 0 and 9. 

Both teams show improvement. and have 
a young core that will hopfefully pick up for 
future play. Until then. the teams are fighting 
hard to end their season playing their best. 

In Centennial Conference action last 
Wednesday, the men's tennis team played hard 
in a losing battle to Haverford College, 6-1. 
While the Fords did dominated in this confer­
ence meeting, Haverford found themselves 

winning five out of the six singles matches. 
On a good note, however, Ben Isser, a 

sophomore. recorded his th ird straight 
singles victory with a 6-4, 4-6. 10-2 win at 
the number four spot for the only Ursinus 
victory of this match. 

Last Thursday. the women's tenn is 
team also put up their best effort. but lost to 
Bryn Ma\vr College 5 to 4. 

Junior Courtney Root and senior 
Rebecca Gotwals scored an 8 to 6 victory 
forthe Bears' first point. 

Freshmen Rachel Sussman and Julie 
Katz followed with two more wins at the 
number four and five spots of ingles play. 

Freshman Lindsey Kunkel ended the 
successful run b. recording a 6-2. 7-5 win at 
the number six spot. 

Unfortunately for both of these teams, 
their records do not speak well for them, but 
each team continues to push forward in 
search of improvement for the future. 

The women are in search of their fir t 
win this year when they play at Swarthmore 
on Saturday at 3 :30 p.m. 

The men return to action on Saturday 
at Franklin & Marshall, and hope not only 
to improve their record, but also to prove 
that they can become real contenders within 
the Centennial Conference. The match is at 
1 p.m. 
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