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qrizzly@ursinus.edu 

History of the Facebook 
Yep, that's right, the facebook.com is history. Well, 

not really, but it is as far as I'm concerned. I've done the 
unimaginable and deleted my account. Sure, it was fun 
while it lasted ... adding as friends all the people I sec on a 
daily basis, weekly basis, and a few from distant schools 
who I haven't talked to in a while. 

However, whilst looking through one of my physical 

GOODY 
The Skipped Diploma: 

Musings of a Social 
Senior 

friend's list of 
online friends, 10 
and behold, not 
only included wa 
an individual I 
constantly deride as 
a "tool bag," but 
whom my friend oft 
scoffs as well. 
Then it dawned on 
me ... this isjusta big 
online popularity 
contest. 

Now had 
real ized that fact 
earlier when I found 
myself asking my 
roommate how 
many facebook 
friends he had in 

order to compare it to my own (remember, it's not the size of 
your friend list, it's how you use your friends). While I am 
actual friends with the' majority ofthcse people, I also added 
just about anyone who asked to be "friends" just for the 
sake of adding more "friends." Now let's be honest, I'm 
pretty sure I didn't leave my computer for the first two 
days ... but I realized my facebook. friends fell into two 
categories: People I talk to and People I don't. I �~�d�d�e�d� 
people that I hadn't talked to in a year or two ... not because 
we were long lost pals, suddenly reconnected through the 
magic of the World Wide Web, but because neither of us 
gave enough ofa damn to call or 1M the other. If I want to 
stay in touch with someone, I simply do so. Otherwise, 
there was no need to be face book friends, as I could simply 
1M those folks through AOL instant messenger. 

Now facebook does have its uses, like when I didn't 
know anybody's screen name in my one class, so I found 
someone I was familiar with on the facebook. Or the time I 
walked into class and saw a cute girl talking to someone in 
the class about her hair, and upon making ajoke concerning 
whether be this class or be this prom, she laughed and 
touched my arm (hey, shut up, I'm looking for whatever I 
can get ... and random play). I attempted to find her on 
facebook.com, just out of desperation ... I mean curiosity! 
Actually, let's go with boredom ... it's less creepy. 

But really though, this is Ursinus College. There's no 
need for the facebook. Sit in Wismer for two hours and 
you'll see everyone. If you know people at other schools, 
I'm sure you have their contact info if you're friends with 
them. 

But back to me (it's my article, after all). I'm off the 
facebook. Done. But I'll still be around the physical realm, 
probably a lot more now that I'm not wasting time on that 
website. If I'm already your friend, you have my �~�c�r�e�e�n� 

name, and if you want to be my friend, my screen name is 
Goodysmaek. Drop a line. If you're the cute girl who 
touched my arm, ca\l me. My extension is 3225. 

Goody is a senior. Cute girls can contact him at 
jagood@ursinus.edu. 

the grizzly 

Opinions 
The Ursinus scratch 

I wish to address something of the utmost importance in my column this week. I don' t normally like to complain. 
At least not in print. At least not a lot. 

Anyway, I have very few problems worth ranting about when it comes to my 
favorite institution of higher learning (Ursinus). There is one, however, that has 
been troubling me for some time now. And with your kind permission, I wish to get 
this off my chest. 

I have been to a lot of colleges in my lifetime, and every campus has shared 
one feature in common. And unfortunately, this one feature is lacking at Ursinus. 
Its absence is what keeps a great institution from being an even greater one. 

I am speaking, of course, of a pool table. Just an ordinary pool table. 
I enjoy pool very much. Like most of my hobbies (excluding t.he harmonica), I 

CAM FURMAN have never made the effort to become very good at it. But I sti\l enjoy it nonetheless. 
It's the Mind Shooting pool provides the opportunity to think in private or have a one on 

one conversation with someone, while participating in a good-natured competition. 
In this day and age offaceless, impersonal communication like instant messenger 

and facebook, is it not worthwhile to have at least a few activities left where one can interact with an old friend in the 
flesh? 

Perhaps 1 am just a sentimental old fool, but it seems to me something in the college spirit is lost when the lack of 
a pool table is felt (there is a pun in there somewhere). My father played pool when he was in college (apparently a lot). 
So did my sister. And so do my friends at other colleges. But I am deprived of such an opportunity at Ursinus. I feel 
as if I am missing out on something. 

Of course a few of you out there will remember, as I do, the days when there were actually two tables in residence. 
But by the time I arrived, they were long past their prime. Still I played on them, because it was something I enjoyed, 
broken pool table or not. 

Not long after, those two pool tables disappeared, �a�n�~� with them the game room, the last vestige of what could be 
considered an activities center on campus. They were replaced, ironically enough, by the Student Activities offices. 

J have now spent a majority of my time at Ursinus without a pool table. And to rectify this grievous error, I have 
taken pen to paper (although without the pen or paper, and with the assistance of a word processor) to try to right a 
wrong. 

I hope to fill my readers with a sense of injustice or at least mild distress. Obviously these feelings will fade 
quickly, replaced by questions like "what do I want to eat" or "1 wonder if they'll notice I haven't read for class." 

But for one brief moment, 1 hope you stop to realize how nice it would be to have a pool table where you and a 
comrade can come together, in the spirit of goodwill and friendship, and taunt each other endlessly until one of you 
sinks the eight ball in the corner pocket, thus securing bragging rights for weeks to come. What a wonderful place this 
could be. 

Cam is a seniOl: You can reach him at cafurman@ursinus.edu. 

What rules the media, entertainment or information? 
HUNTER BERRY 
brberry@ursinus.edu 

The media plays a key role in the world knowledge of 
the American citizen. Therefore what the media reports 
has a great influence on the opinions of the populace. The 
American media often comes under attack for sacrificing 
journalistic credibility in order to appeal to a larger audience. 
The different branches of the news media are prone to 
these shortcomings in a variety of ways. Within a country 
where most ofthe news outlets are independent companies, 
the need to sell advertising space, in order to make profits, 
drives the entertainment aspect of the news industry. The 
proliferation in television channels over the last twenty 
years has, among other things, resulted in a greatly 
increased number of �n�~�w�s� programs. Therefore, in order 
to attract audiences large enough to support their programs 
many stations have been forced into a more entertainment 
driven format. 

As long as American news outlets, for the most part, 
remain unfunded by the government they will have to 
continue to rely on the advertising industry for a large 
portion of their income. On most commercial stations the 
evening news comes sandwiched between the evening sit
coms and dramas, and the late night sit-com reruns and 
entertainment shows. tn order to keep the audience's 
attention during the news many stations have opted for 
formats that are becoming increasingly more similarto the 
shows surrounding them. The steady rise of violence on 
ehtertainment television has been mirrored by the gruesome 
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reports often found on a nightly news report. An American 
audience is generally more interested in �~�t�o�r�i�e�s� coming from 
their own areas and even more intrigued by tragedy close 
to home. Therefore, the amount of international coverage 
found on news programs in our country has been dwindling, 
as it is pushed out by the local car accidents and robberies 
that attract audiences and sell advertising time. 

The inevitable result has been a decline in the 
journalistic integrity of our local station's news reports, as 
well as a vast ignorance, on the part of the American people, 
about many global events. The advent of channels such as 
CNN has returned some more information-oriented 
programs to the dial; however, these steps are far from 
rivaling the BBC world news service. The BBC provides 
the best example of information based news programming 
available on a global level. As a government funded 
organization the BBC is not forced into appealing to 
advertisers. 

Without the question offunding overshadowing every 
programming decision, the producers are free to adhere to 
their own journalistic standards, and report the news on a 
more well rounded and global level. CNN and PBS provide 
the closest equivalents to the BBC news in the United 
States. CNN's twenty-four hours news structure limits their 
viewership to those interested in information, and not 
entertainment. Similarly, PBS receives viewer and 
government funding and therefore not beholden to 
advertising money. Information oriented news can be found 
from these two outlets, as well at the BBC broadcasts on 
American television. 
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Track and field team headed in right direction 
MARIA DEOLIVEIRA 
madeoliveira@ursinus.edu 

U rsinus indoor track and field has been 
off to a successful start under new head 
coach Chris Bay less. 

Coach Bayless has come to Ursinus 
after working three consecutive seasons at 
Loyola College. His career at Loyola was 
quite impressive. It included leading the 
women's cross country team into its first 
ever Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
(MAAC) championship. and a ranking of 
No. 13 in the Mid-Atlantic Region Coaches' 
Poll. 

The year before. Coach Bayless led 
the team to a title at the Cross-Country only 
National Championslups. His experience 
and background are having a tremendous 
impact on the Bears. 

The team has a total of twenty-six 
freshmen and twelve new upperclassmen 
that have helped propel the team in a posi
tive direction. 

When asked about tlus year's team. 
Coach Bayless said, "I am extremely proud 
of everyone. especially for stepping up this 
yea r. I came into this year wi th a three to five 
year plan in wluch I wanted to get a team of 
one-hundred athletes. Last year the team was 
only composed of eighteen athletes. and cur
rently I have sixty-three. With these numbers. 
I believe that by next year r can reach my 
original goal of one-hundred athletes. This 
year's team has a strong sense of team unity 
and team philosophies. I'm confident that 
these athletes. especially the freshmen. will 
continue to move fonvard and excel in the 
conference." 

In their last meet. the Frank Colden In
vitationaL the Ursinus men finished sixth, 
wlule the women placed fourteenth. 

On the track, the men were led by Matt 
Granteed. a fresiunan. who finished third in 
the 55m hurdles ina timeof8.13, giving him 
six points. 

Freslunan Brandon Evans finished sec-

Lady Bears dominate Bryn 
Mawr 
KEVIN MURPHY 
kemurphy@ursinus.edu 

The \\ omen·s basketball team has 
had one tiling. and only one tlling. on their 
minds all season. and that is to win. They 
did just that on Tuesday, and they did it 
\'tell. thraslung Bryn Mawr College 63-~O . 

Ursinus 
entered the game 
at 5-8 in the 
conference. and 
9-11 overall. but 
have contended 
in each match up. 
The women 
jumped out to an 
early lead going 
on a 7-0 run in the 
opening two 
nlinutes. 

Sa r a h 
Henness), hIt a 
jumper 3~ 

seconds into the 
game to make it 2-
O. Molly Guntli 
followed 
Hennessy's lead 
by adding a two point shot moments later. 
Mary Kate Daley also wanted in on the 
scoring. and tlle next time down the court 
hit a three-pointer to cap the 7-0 mn. 

The Bears took their first double 
digit lead over the Owls with back-to-back 
jumpers by Tracy Maginnis, making it 16-6. 
Then. with 5:22 left, Hennessy completed a 
three-point play to cap off an 11-5 run.. 
bringing the score to 27-11. 

In the last five minutes, Julia 
Tramontana hit two jumpers. while Maginnis 
was fouled and dropped both free throws. 
Alison Walker added one last basket in the 
finallninute to give the bears a monster lead 
35-18. 

In the second half. Bryn Mawr came 
out strong and tried to cut into the double 

digit lead. After an 
Ursinus foul. the Owls 
drained two from the 
charity stripe, and cut 
tlle deficit to ~5-31 \\ ith 
10:52 left to play. 

Ursinus was 
persistent and didn't 
allow Bl}' n Mmn to get 
an) closer. Ajumperby 
Stephanie Cavalier gave 
the Bears a 20 point 
lead. and from tllis point · 
on they did not look 
back. Their defense 
held strong giving only 
away nine points in a 
little under ele\en 
minutes. while their 
offense remained on 
fire. 

Ursinus took their largest lead of 
the game with tlle final bucket from Daley as 
they ·cruised to an easy victory. Julia 
Tramontana led the team in scoring, with 16 
points. Cavalier also had a big game with a 
career high of eight assists. while adding four 
points to the board. 

ond in the 55m with a timeof6:5~, breaking 
freslunan teammate Steve Stem's record of 
6.60. which had been posted at last 
weekend's meet. 

The men's -lx400 relay team contrib
uted to the overall finish of sixth place by 
finishing fourth. The team consisted of 
Steve Stem. Matt Granteed. Chris Deleon, 
and Sabir Peele. 

The women were also quite suc
cessful on the track. Sophomore Lynne 
Erickson led the Ursinus women by fmish
ing in the top ten in the 3000m race. 

Fresiunen Audrey McKenna and 
B ri tiany Gilbert qualified for the Centennial 
Conference Championships in the 200m. 
Audrey placed eighth with a time of27.90, 

and Britiany followed her placing ninth with 
a timeof28.07. 

Audrey, Britiany. Perrin Moses. and 
Kelly Magnin placed fourth in the ·lx200 

Mary Ellen Flynn led the Bears by 
placing seventh in the shot put. throwing 
1O.5lm 

Matthew Terry placed second in the 
triple jump wi th 12.62m. while Brian 
Pendergast placed seventh with II. 99m. 

. The track team has their fourth meet. 
the Haverford Quad coming up on Febru
ary 1401 at Haverford. The team looks to 
continue to excel in all events. 

Murray helps wrestling team 
remain undefeated 
DAVE MARCHESKIE 
damarcheskie@ursinus.edu 

On the verge of a perfect season, 
junior Eddie Murray also had the elite title 
of 100 wins hanging over his head in last 
week's match-up against area rival Albright. 

The Bears wrestling team has been 
nothing but unstoppable this season.. and 
for the Lions it was no different. On 
February 9th

• the wrestlers traveled about 
~O minutes to arrive at their final destination.. 
Albright College. for a chance to enllance 
their record to an irrunaculate 15-0. 

Eddie Murray finally reached 100 
collegiate career wins by pinning Brandon 
Boulden of Albright at ~:20 . Murray has 
dominated the mats this season in his 125 
pound ,weight class. and holds a personal 
record of 35-0. 

Murray sounded both excited and 
relieved when he said, ·'It was nice to get 

my 100th win. Pinning the kid was 
rewarding, as well. I'm glad it is out of the 
way so I can focus on the postseason and 
become a national champ." Indeed. he is 
focused on his future goals as he climbs 
his way to the top of the nation's best. 

Slaying the Lions was the 
reoccurring theme last Wednesday night 
as the Bears won 8 out of 10 bouts. and 
posted a final score of 46-7. 

From the l~ I pound weight class. 
Sean Donahoe pinned Tyler Fau.x-Dugan 
in a time of ~:37. Sophomore Josh Sabol 
followed with a win b~ fall. defeating hi 
opponent in 2:57 from the 1~9 weight class. 
Zach Stewart \\on by a I~-~ decision 
against Brandon Cufee. 

With this win o,·er Albright. the 
team has improyed their national ranking 
by moving to lucky number 7 in the Brute
Adidas poll as of Thursday. February 10111

• 

Dubb's digit 
45% 
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