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Showdown Ursinus-Moravian • In Winner-Take-all 
BY VERONICA ALGEO 

OJ The Grizzly 
This is the game evervone has 

been waiting for: arel the 4-time 
defending Southeast Divisional 
champions from Moravian Col
lege about to be dethroned by the 
young upstarts from Ursinus Col
lege? or will the Moravian vete
rans safely retain their title? On 
Saturday night at Moravian Col-
lege in Bethlehem, the fate of these 
two �t�e�a�m�~� will be decided. 

Moravian and Ursinus are tied 
for first place atop the MAC Sou
theastern Division. A win would 
put either team (both 9-1 in the 
division) in the driver's seat with 
one game remaining to clinch the 
title. 

For Moravian to win the title 
outright, they would have to beat 
Ursinus tomorrow night (they lost 
earlier in the year to the Lady 
Bears in an 83-74 thriller) and 

then they would have to travel to 
Muhlenberg three days later and 
win at Muhlenberg, where Ursinu 
has suffered its only divisional loss. 

In order for the UC cagers t f; 

have sole possession of the division 
title, they must beat Moravian and 
then proceed to beat Widener on 
Monday night at Widener. 

And the Lady Bears are confi
dent that they can bring the cham
pionshi p home. 

"We want Moravian," claims 
starting center Laura Letukas, a 
junior, "Our team's been playing 
so well ... the chemistry's there ... the 
telepathy's there!" 

The team's chemistry definitely 
has been mixing well lately. The 
Bears are the winners of five of 
their la t six games with their only 
loss coming in an exciting 84-76 

contest versus the 16th-ranked team 
in the nation, Franklin & Marshall 
College. 

Ursinus has handled its other 
five opponents. It has beaten Wid
ener (69-44), Haverford (69-29), 
Swarthmore twice (94-49, 70-54), 
and Eastern College (96-51). The 
Lady Bears are once-beaten at 
home this season and, but are not 
as invincible on the road. How
ever, they do not plan on the 
home-court advantage be.ing 
a big factor in Saturday night's 
showdown. 

"If we concentrate, if we are 
patient in our play," says junior 
co-captain Bridget Algeo, "then 
we should win. If we're hungry for 
it, then we'll go get it...and there's 
no question that we're motivated 
to go get it." 

Thus, the stage is set and ready 
for the action to begin. Anticipa
tion mounts in hopes that the Lady 
Bears come back to campus around 
11 :30 Saturday night- riding the 
crest of the division title. 

Hoopsters Vastly Improved 
BY CHUCK SMITH 

OJ The Grizzly 
Night and day. Black and white. 

'Those are two phrases that imme
diately come to mind when com
paring last year's Ursinus men's 
basketball team to this year's squad. 
Last year the squad struggled 
through most of the season while 

this year's group is streaking 
towards a conference title. 

Last year the men finished with 
a 12-14 record and 7-3 in the 
Middle Atlantic Conferece's Sou
theast Division. The mo twins 
they could put together in a row 
were three. For the past six seasons 
Ursinus has been mediocre at best. 

They could beat the'weaker sche
duled opponents but could never 
stay with the conference powers. 

That was then- this is now. 

The 1987-88 team is 16-6 
overall and tied for first at 6-1 in 
their division. They have clinched 
their first winning season since the 
1981-82 squad which went all the 
way to the final 8 in Division III. 
At one point this season the Bears 
won 11 out of 12; included in that 
stretch was a six game winning 
streak. But more impressive than 
that was a span in which the men 
won three straight games against 
teams that had been ranked or 
were ranked at the time in the Div
ision III polls. 

Last season's team did have 
some bright spots though. For 
example, they did finish 7-3 in the 
conference which tied them for a 
playoff spot for the second year in 
a row. And for the second year in a 
row, they lost a special elimination 
game to get that playoff position. 
Special honors did come to a cou=:111. pIe of Bears. Paul Udovich and 

John Maddox both earned all
MAC Southeast last season and 
Maddox also gained the division's 
Rookie of the Year. 

But the stars have come out to 
shine this season. Let's see who 
these stars are and what they have 
done to make the 1987-88 squad a 

winner. 

First we'll start with the ol)ly 
senior on the team. Udovich is the 
leader on this team. Udi, last year's 
leading scorer, has taken a back 
seat to the scoring chores and runs 
the team at maximum efficiency. 
The team captain leads the team in 
assists (4.8pg) and is third in scor
ing, averaging better than 10 points 
a game. 

At the other guard spot isjunior 
Tom Shivers. A year of experience 
has done wonders for this Folsom 
PA native. Shivers leads the �t�e�a�~� 

in scoring with 15.1 a game- five 
more than his average last season. 
Shivers also lead') the team by hit
ting for better than 93% from the 
foul line. He leads the conference 
in the same department with a per
fect 100%. 

That's not all this superhooper 
has done th us far. He was a warded 
MAC Player of the Week for Jan
uary 11-17. In this span he scored 
30 poihts in a win over Deleware 
Valley, in which he set a confer
ence record for three-point percen
tage by going 6 for 6. Two games 
later, he scored a career-high 33 
points in a game against Spring 
Garden. He also broke a school 
record, formally held by Udovich, 
when he went 7-7 from three
point land in not one game-but 
two! 

Philadelphia has supplied Ursi
nus with two very talented fowards. 
They are Maddox and Rodney 
Joyner. Both of the 6ft.3in.leapers 
apply tenacious defense on the 
opposition. to make up for their 
lack of size underneath. Both have 
dazzling moves to the basket that 
at times leave the crowd aghast. 
Joyner, averaging more than 9 
points, has come up with some 
great defensive plays at "crunch 
time" in very important games to 
hel p the Bears. 

Maddox, better know as "Ice", 
is hitting for lOa game and is 
second on the team in rebounding, 
averaging t> �u�v�~�r�d�s� per contest. 

One of the main reasons for this 
year's success has been the play at 
center. Last season the Bears had a 
very steady player at the position 
in then-senior John Ginley. Ginley 
averaged 8 points and 5 rebounds 
a game. This was the position that 
at the start of the season had a big 
question mark. That question mark 
has been answered with an exclam
ation point. His name: Nick 
Goodwin. 

Shivers had this to say about 
Goodwin: "Nick's better. Gins was 
great, but Nick scores." And score 
he has. Goodwin is second, behind 
Shivers, in scoring with 12.4 per 
game, which almost. triples his 
average from last season. But just 

See Hoo sters P. 9 


