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';‘v THE JAPANESE MISSION AND THE WAR.

| Vicoount Ishii, who heais the Japanese Specisl Mis-
sion about to come to the United States is one of Japan's foree-
mstj diplomatigts. A great American, the late H. W. Denison,
gave more than thirty years of hie life to the Japanese service;
was rewarded with every honor; and ﬂﬁm with imteu, Okuma,
Ito, Komura, Katsura, and a long list of the ablest of Japanese
statesmen in founding end moulding Japan's modern foreign policy.
Ag a bureau chief, as Viece Minister for Foreign Affairs, and as |
Ambagesador Viscount Ishii developed in that school. He hasg
aleo served as Minister for Foreign Affairs and indeed is a di-
plomatist of wide experience and of the highest training,

More than this, Viscount Ishii is a man of such candor,
such quick and sound intelligence, such fine character, and such
sympathetie personality as to make him liked and respeoted in any
country. Some ten years ago he vigited the United States and -
Canad. for the purpose of observing the status of his country-
men in the two countries. He is therefore no stréngor and is
quite familiar with the little difficulties, so grosely exaggerat-
ed on both gides, that have sometimes engaged the attention of

the American and Japanese Governments.
Those difficulties are so =small, really, and so

sugeeptible of reasonable solution, that, without some blunder
yet uniresmed of on the part of one country or the other, trouble

between them is unthinkable, unless silly ignorant talk on both
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sides can actually make an idee fixe of such a fancy. To tireless
folly and igmorant prejudice nothing is imposeible!

We ean hardly hope to receive this distinguished Mis-
sion with & hospitality so exquisite as that agoorded the various
Americsn missions hiftherto senti:to Japan; but our Govermment should
try to do so. The objeet of the Misvion ise toubtless the dis-
cugsion of Japan's part ih the war.  Both countries beins re-
latively remote from the batile-fields, the two governments shoula
find much in ecommon in their problem. The world feels snd doubt-
less Japan feels that the time has come for energetic concentra-
tion of all the forgces of civilization to end the German menace
once and for all time. In estimating what can reasonably be ex-
pected of the Japanese it will be useful to analyze, to some ex-
tent, their diplomatic position and their role thus far in the war.

After geizing Kiaochow and various Germsn possesciong
in Oceania, Japan seemecd o become quite pagsive. It will be re-
called that Germany had taken a leading part with Ruseia (backed
by Prance), in ordering Japan out of the lLiaotung Peninsula and Port
Arthur which she had taken from China in the China Japan War of
1894-5; and that soon thereafter Germany had forced China to
yield her Kiaochow. The opportunity to get éQen with Germany
must have been a sweet one to the Japanese. They muet have been
glad to avail of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance to bring them inte the
war, Beyond this very lucrative participation in the opening
stages, and the equally erative business of supplying muni-
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tions and materials for war, Japam had until quite recently done
practicslly nothing, although remaining teehnically at war with
Germany and not as a geparate belligerent but as attached to the
Entente Allies byjher treaty with Great Britain.

During the war Japen made with the Czar's Government
a gecret convention regarding China. There is no ev;éeneo that
even her British ally was consulfted in the matter. ' Without doubt
that sescret convention provided for mutual Russian-Japanese Sup-
port of whatever special privileges or interests those two Powers
might respeetively asgert in the regione of China, near or con-
tiguous to their several territories and spheres of activity.
such an understanding with a powerful and aggressively imperialis-
tic Ruseia wag ideal from the viewpoint of promoting an energetic
policy of peaceful penetration, economic exploitation, amd political
power by Japan in China. Backed by the only western Power that
gould conveniently throw great land forces into Eastern Asia thg
process of abgorption so successfully practiced in Korea sould
g0 forward more easily in South Memchuria, so naturally adjoining
that country and ILiaotung. Indeed the classie phrase "protec-
tion, guidsnmce and control,” which is a poetiec gem of aggressive
diplomacy, =and which occurred iz the esrlier Japanese-Korean
negotiations, could serve as well further Horth. Possegsed of
Formosa opposite the coast of Fukien, singe 1895, installed in
Germany's place at Kiaochow, the key to Shantung; in poszession
of Port Arthur and Lisotung as successor to Russia in 1905; sover-

eign of Korea gince a few years; enjoying the greatest economic
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inferests and a position of speeial authority sucsessfully as-
serted, through colonization and in many other ways, in “outh
Manchuria, no wonder that, with her new conventionm with Rugsia,
Japan was satisfied. Add the fact that both Ruseia and Japan
were considerably insured against harsh eriticism from the West
by the faet of there both being fellow belligerents with the
Entente Allies, and the gifuation was perfect!

In outlining this gituation, it is not intended %o
garp at it. Too much of the map of the world hag been determined
by euch policies to make it otherwise than fatuous to do s0. There
are three things American statesmanship in foreign affairs should

‘aveid as the pest. They are the dogmas of mere law-smiths; senti-

mentality; and blind devotion o exploded tradition. America ig

nos China's keeper. If geographical, raecial, and economic cir-

elirnt.
anmstanoes, clenrly availea of in pursuance of natural laws, have

_J/: given the Bmpire of Japan, speelal position in eertain parts of
i
;Q;W

China, and, through fthem, a special intereet in China, that ie a
faot. And if it ie a faet, it is merely irritating.-«iXYy, and
uselese for the United States to hold back from recognizing that
fact. With guarantees of equality of opportunity and the "open
door" for our trade, industry asnd enterpripe, our real interest in
China ends. Cooperation with Japan, not obstrustion, is clearly
our proper part.

When China was recently threatened with a serious oiyil
war our State Department is reported to have addressed the Chinese
Government & note adjuring them to keep the peace and saying that
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order and peace within China were more important than the ques-
tion of China's attitude toward Germany. It has never been denied,
and must therefore be believed, ineredible as it seems, that this
wag done without consulting either Jap:n or our other chief Allies
in this war. Japan should have been consulted in advance, first,
as a power having special interests in China; secondly, as our
Ally in the war againet Germany which war China's condition and
attitude might effect; and, thirdly, because the Root-Takahira
Agreement of about ten years ago provides for such sonsultation and
might well have been observed for once,by the United Stautes at any
rate. Naturally such orass action was resented across the Pacife.
Japan is far more gensitive about her Chinese interests than about
the immigration and land-ownership diffieulties, which are loesal,
are more fanciful than real, and ocan easgily enough be overcome wgen
they are taken out of unsorupulous and unpatriotic state politice
and are approsched with taet and skill.

But to return. Japan's gituation was, then, a
highly satisfactory ome the day before the Russisn revelution.
There was, perhaps, & touch of e¢ynicism and of selfishness in the
complacent aloofness from a war she remained in which Japan dis-
played directly her owh sonqueste had been made in the Far ERast.
Possibly it is not ek the American Government to emphasize this
point. However, what is of vast interest 1is that the rebirth
of Ruecia as a non-imperialigtic demoeraecy instantly knoeﬁeﬂ one
gide out of the powerful arch supporting Japanese poliey in the
Par Bast and in the world at large. Japan could not conveniently
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| stand alone and friendless in any case; snd the thorough defeat o

Germeny beceame of still more obvious concern to her. As one of i
Allies the peace conference would have something to gsay about her
new war-won possessions; withdrawn from the Allisnce she would
have to fight Germany to retain them. But far more than this is
the importance to Japan of having friends sympathetic to her rea-
sonable ambitions in the Far Hast. In short, the transmutation
of Rugcia necegsitated a complete ;gz;g:;gigzionxot Japanese
diplomaecy.

How quick to realize this were the statesmen at Tokio

' was evident. We soon began to hear of Japanese gunboats convoy-

ing Allied merchantmen in the Mediterranean. A most digtinguish-

. ed committee was appointed to stmdy diplomatic questions. A mice
j'aian wag appointed to come to the United %tates. Tokio news
dispatehes came to life with war topics.

Ag the fourth year of war opens we desire to hasten

by all means that goup de grace to the boundless ambition, arro-

ganee and brutality which, as their state of wind,mekef the

German people at present impossible to live in the same world.

with. HNot only gradually to gain victory om the western front,

" but also to wreek the Berlin-Bagdad dream, is sn excellent
‘means t0 the end in view. To briyg about Bulgarian defection from

the Central Powers, by foree or by propaganag)ar to geparate Turke
from them would be work of the first importance. The fatuous role

7
Lf{ff( Ly

of the Turkieyﬁenslava& by Germany with nothing to gain and
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everything to lose, must be brought home to them. The Young

Turke under Enver Pasha, 'whosc character was formed during hig

Z‘ h(&u {"_

many years at Berlin must be forced to relinquish their old.

A
 With the diffidence that must sccompany any non-military thought
‘upon & military problem, one wonders why, for these purposes,

A
e%aii oould not be made of the submarine-free route from Japan
to the Persian Gulf and the Aegean,

At all events, Japan now feels fresh need of her

-‘zrmu of the Entente Allies. As Motiono, the Minister for

Foreign Affairs lately intimated in the Diet, Japan is alive
to her post-bellum interests in her recent acgquisitions of Kiaso=

‘chow and in Oceania. Japan has ships and aammble troops in vast

{Lz/u_.u B ar ey

mumbers. It ought %o be pesé{ible o mi—l—oﬁ-%hego The "patral

of the Pagific"™ can be left to the sea-gulls and the flyingefish,
China can "stew in her own Juice"™ for aWhile, if she will stew.
The place for Japan's navy and for Japan's army is where they can

do most to help beat Germanye.

Ho squeamishness about resegnizing the fact of

Japan's position in China, eo long as asserted wi‘bhtﬂtsm and
with due regard to our material interests in Chinese t¥hfe,should

. for a moment stand in the way cf full avail of Jepanese ‘partiai-

pation in the war if suoch participation will be of military value.
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