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 "SHOULD AMERICA FAVOR THE ALLIES"

By

-

Huntinhgton Wilson.

It is quite pcssible to conceive that the greatest
danger to Americs thst lurks in the present internstionsl
situation may be the danger of ocur not joining'the Allies.
Assuming that the Allies will ultimately win overwhelmingly,
then Prﬁssianism will be erushed. The doctrines that might
makes right, of "frightfulness," of trempling on treaties
whenever expedient will cease to menace the world. Thet
"Kultur™ which is so efficient end often beneficent at home
and so threstening abroed will be kept at home. There its bad
features will probably die out and the Germans c¢f the future
will be thenkful, - while the world adapts i%s effieciency to

higher sims. 4An end will be put to the epread of & eiviliza~



2.

fion that aoppears to be far too much based on those doctrines
and meintained by an-arrcgent soulless philosophy, & ruthless
eynicism, a fereical éuffrage, end & privileged militery caste.
The world will be a safer place. No cne but ite nearest neigh-
bors, perhaps, will be mcre benefitted than we by the eliminstion
of such Prussianism. It is entirely obvious that in heart,
mind, and soul our own civilization is the diametrical opposite
of the present militant Irussianism. At least cur materislism
is still touched with chivalry: if beauty is nearly swamped in
materiel abundsnce, it is still appreciated in the ethical:
gcientific education hes not transcended the stendards of the
simple virtues. The twe eivilizetions csnnot remain equally
powerful in the world at the same time, if one looks tc the
future; and-locking -fer into the future should above all inform
present poliecy. If the war is indecisive, the peasce will be
only a truce.

It was great luck forrus thaet Prussienism did not in
some way gain Britain's neutrglity and then seize, say, Brazil
or Venezuela or Columbia, and thressh us, - instead of sttempting
the far harder task of elbowing sll Europe for Centrel Eurcopean
invineibility end Nesr Eastern Empire toc begin with. That we
were "on the cards" seems clear encugh. Tc cite just a little
circumstantial evidence, a few years ago Germans moved hesven
end earth tc get the port of Derien, with vast concessions and

& reilwey right up to the Canal Zone. Some well known political



and financisl names in Prussis were lent the scheme. It was
pushed with tireless vigor snd only stoppéd by cur Government's
blunt vetc of the Paneman Republic's meking the conecession.

A government-supported German interest acquired lands for har-
bor works, coal depcts, and plantations and built some railway
just beyond Zanema at the mouth of the Atratc River in Columbie.
This ie a convenient bese end is where, it will be remembered,
there was seid To be.a posgeible route for another cansl up the
Atrato and down the San Jusn to the Pacifie. At the imminent
risk of hies health the German Minister to Columbia himself went
over the routé. :The Germans minutely surveyed the Venezuelan
island of Margerite and kept a warship there many months. They
have eoclonized greatly in Brezil and elsewhere. Their govern-
ment supports schools in South America to spreed their "Kultur®
end their lesnguage. It is said to subsidize newspapers. Their
banks ahd ghips and tredesmen are everywhere. Their activities

just sbout the Caribbean and the neighborhood of the Canal

(where we should be active) are peculiarly notable and suggestive.

The open contempt their publiecists have expressed for our
Monroe Doctrine is notorious. Yes indeed; we were "on the
cards," it seems clear enough.

8till assuming the complete triumph of the Allies,
We.shall gain safety from & very real peril of Prussianism,
for our policies, our interests, and our kind of civilization.

o the Allies are quite right if they say they are, it chances,

\
[
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fighting our battle also. Upon the background of this view
the;:g;anus silent and non-committael on the issue of this great
battle of civilizations, of spirits, of idess: silent in the
face of our vitel interest in the issue. They saw ué, such

ncisy humeniteriens about the Congo and the Putumsyo, silent

‘before bad faith end atrocities in Belgium, eilent while Ger-

megny brcke Hague Conventions signed with us; silent before
scientific barbarities repugnaﬁt to c¢ivilized warfare; silent
before the insulting activities of Dernberg and of others still
more responsible (we who sent away sackville-West for less in
1884). Then the world heard us roar over a few cargoes of
cotton, a matter cf dollars. It é;;; some of us complecent to
the ridiculcus suggestion that we violate our neutrality by san

eybargo on the export of wer material. Z:h Yale and Harvard

weke in the middle of & game of fgpﬁiball and_Herverd was win-

i’

a0 -

ning through superiority, say, the forward pygs, suppose

the iele caeptein tc propvose Phat the rules be then
changé@ to bar the forwagﬁ’nass. You would not &top

him unsﬁarnﬁmanllke' yg&fwould think him crazy ; e

rules or engegements hsppen to work to German disadvaentage are

gudéenly become unfsasir end must be broken or chsnged. So con-
venient & theory would seem childishly neif were it not branded
with the merk of "might makes rightl!"™ ' §till, some swalleow such

telk slong with the sentimental appeal agsinst the perfectly
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fair seige-like mz&: iﬁ%f redueing Germany, and the wail about
"gtarvetion, " whilgkwe emiably relieve Germany of the heavy
duty of feeding some millions of Belgians, - whose plight, of
course, is quite proper becaéuse "made in  Germsny.

4t last thgugabmarlne war-gemwe Dolicy, 1nherent1y
viclative of &ll that is permenent end immemorisl in inter-
nationael law, namely its humenitarian prineiples, evoke§ our

protest, reitersted when the unspeskable crime of the "@u81— L g1
M FM((J,M{-(L 4N 4{,:‘.: @8 X mwyw"i el u‘fﬂ(} l&bd—lé 3y [,

nA
tania" cap;)the climex c¢f Prussian madness &and érrogancqb«;? lm*ﬁ?
w /;43 !5@%
o If we stend uncomprom181n§ly upon the demands of thqfuﬁ’
“ A’“f{‘ 3W¢

lﬂ\ y /j
three notes to Germi?y, we sh&}}~begzn the revindicetion of aﬁﬂ
W

a

7t
our nrestlge. Eé alloﬁbcurselves to be manoeuvred 1nt04-&air

ha*ga&ng; Prussian crimes ageinst British illegalities of
bnai

blockade that ere relatively trifling, 1%4—5
vanTt““we—bact~éowa~at“a%&a ng we be much surprised if the

Allies end the world, - the Prussians seem to feel for us hos-
tile contempt already, - hold us in & regard so low as tc erip-
ple our prestige and gur influence? And-may we not evén engen-
der a hostility sc deep ag later to jeopardize our peace and
feree upon ugkexeess1ve burdens for defence? So the vital in-
terests and the future of Americe have enough at stake, always
assuming the triumph of the Allies.

llow let us imagine fhat, through its marvelous pre-
paredness in war material and training, Prussisnism should

triumph., Quite clearly we should he next. It would be as if




6.

two men were attacked by & powerful highweyman and ‘one stood
politely aside while his friend was thrashed, in crder to await
his turn to enjoy the highweayman's exclusive gttention.

It s seems axiometic that the United States cculd
not afford to see the triumph of Prussisnism. It is therefore
scarcely conceivable that any well informed and utterly impar-
tial and ceold-blecded Americen could deny that our interest is
on the side of the Allies. We have the authority even of lesd-
ing Germen law writers like Bluntschli that we are entitled, as
neutrals, to sympathize, and indeed to lean cfficially, tc the
side where our interest.lies. Yet, excepting a few sc-called
"German-Americans," we seem mostly cowed toc silence by exag-
gerated idess 6f neutrality, -~ a purely legal affair. This
great war will heve been an ineident in the history of a couple
of generations; in the world politics of a few decades. Is it
nothing to us whether it leaves us the friendship or the dis-
like of a long list of great Powers? Kech little legal issue
is a mere flea-bite to the grest issue and the great principles
at stake. A myopic discussion of details is always an ancdyne
when a great question awaits decision. But sound publiec opin-
iocn and wise policy can beézféailnd only‘?ép%earless and frank
gonsideration of the resl issu;;, viewed f?om the standpoint
of America's vitsl interests in the future.

If we feel that America coﬁld not afford to see

Prussisnism triumph, then, in the name c¢f humsnity, let this be



kﬁcwn end heve its effect. We should always keep both eyes on
the ultimete interests of America. If the time comes when these
can no longer be subserved without the sbandcmment of neutrality,
i.e. if Germeny fails squarely to meet our just demands, or if
the triumph of militant Prussisnism ever appesrs probable, -
then our duty will seem pretty clear. We are already interested
parties; but it would not be our war as it is that of the prin-
cipals. DMoney, munitions, moral weight, diplomatic, commercieal
and finaneial non-interccurse with Germeny would be our obvious
chief contributions. An insurance against triumphant Prussian-
ism, the discharge of a duty to our kind of civilization, a re-
newed prestige, valuable friends would be our reward. The de-
terrent lesson to that kind of militarism would be & stroke for
xthe cause of peace. Its triumph would put & premium upon every
one of ite vices.

It is a government's duty to determine its course ae-
cording to the ultimate paramount interests of the Nation. Popu
lar indifference or obliviousness to those interests nowise ex-
onerates a government from that responsibility. In foreign af-
faire a government must lead with far-sighted wisdom; it must
£Z¥%ém a sound publié ovinion instead of reflecting & thoughtles

A
one. In such a crisis how dangerous are the faddists and the

schemers who, Lise=fpe=E@yen, by sectional or group appeal, by
ignorant flattery of ignorance, distil the worst poisons of

democracy as if deliberately seeking to prove-it a failure.



	Should America Favor the Allies, circa 1917
	Recommended Citation

	img720
	img721
	img722
	img723
	img724
	img725
	img726
	img727
	img728

