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From; F,H, Peter Cusick, E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM COMIvIITTEE 
Room 309, 1270 S i x t h Ave., New York, N.Y, 
( C i r c l e 6-9570) 

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

ITEW YORK, A p r i l 19 — Formation of "The F i g h t For Freedom Committee," 
a n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n which "accepts the f a c t t h a t we are at war" and i s 
pledged "to do whatever i s necessary to insure a H i t l e r defeat," was an­
nounced here l a s t n i g h t . 

Headed by the R t , Rev. Henry W. Hobson, C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio, World War 
hero awarded the Distingiaished Service Cross and now Bishop of the E p i s ­
copal Diocese of Southern Ohio, the Committee was launched w i t h a key 
membership of almost 150 d i s t i n g u i s h e d men and women i n 24 S t a t e s , 

U.S. Senator Carter Glass of V i r g i n i a , chairman of the Senate Appro­
p r i a t i o n s Committee, i s honorary chairman, with Wayne Johnson, Montana, 
former general counsel of the Bureau of I n t e r n a l Revenue, t r e a s u r e r . 

I n i n v i t i n g Senator Glass to become honorary chairman, the "Fight 
For Freedom Committee," aware that the statesman always has declined to 
lend h i s name to non-governmental committees, s a i d : "You stand f o r the 
q u a l i t i e s i n our n a t i o n a l l i f e which have made i t true i n the past that 
Americans would not maJce terms with tyranny. You are a lone voice among 
the men of great p o s i t i o n and rep u t a t i o n , t e l l i n g the people the exact 
and ugly t r u t h , " 

E n l i s t i n g h i mself w i t h the committee Senator Glass r e p l i e d : "Be­
cause of the great p r i n c i p l e s involved and the desperate s i t u a t i o n i n 
which we f i n d o u r s e l v e s , I am p u t t i n g aside the considered p r a c t i c e of 
a l i f e t i m e to lend my name and whatever strength I may have to the work 
of the 'Fight For Freedom Committee.'" 



Key members of the committee include Joseph P. Lash, general secy, 
of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Students' S e r v i c e , Hew York C i t y ; Dorothy Overlook, 
exec. secy, of Student Defenders of Democracy, New York C i t y ; Rupert 
Hughes, author; Rt. Rev. W. Bertrand Stevens, Bishop of Los Angeles, 
C a l i f . ; John L. Bal d e r s t o n , plaje.7right; Pedro de Cordoba. Hollywood 
producer; Kenneth Thomson, executive s e c r e t a r y of the Screen Actors' 
Guild; Dr. Edwin F. Gay, economist, C a l i f ^ 

W i lliam Montgomery Bennett, Connecticut economist; Dr. A,J.W, Myers, 
Hartford, Conn., School of R e l i g i o u s Education; Dr. Wil l i a m A l l e n Neilson, 
president-emeritus of Smith College; Jay F r a n k l i n C a r t e r , j o u r n a l i s t , 
Washington, D.C.; Dr. F r e d e r i c k B. H a r r i s , Foundry Methodist Church, 
Washington, D.C.; Capt. Harry H. Semraes, D.S.C., Washington attorney; 
U l r i c B e l l , Washington Correspondentj 

M.R. Ashworth, p u b l i s h e r of the Columbus E n q u i r e r , Columbus, Ga.; 
President Rufus E. Clement, president of A t l a n t a U n i v e r s i t y ; Dean Walter 
D. Cocking, U n i v e r s i t y of Georgia; Dr. E r n e s t Graham Guthrie, Chicago 
Congregational Union; 

Herbert Agar, e d i t o r , L o u i s v i l l e Co-orier-Journal; H.L. Gueydam, New 
Orleans, La.; W i l l i a m F. Cochran, Baltimore, Md.; Henry B. Cabot, of 
Massachusetts; George K. Gardner, P r o f e s s o r of Law, Cambridge, Mass.; 
Dr. A l b e r t C. Knudson, dean emeritus, Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of 
Theology; John M. Warbeke, Mt. Holyoke College; Mrs. N.M. Stan l e y , past 
p r e s i d e n t of Ohio Leag'J.e of Women Voters; 

R t . Rev. Herman Page, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Dr. L.M. Birkhead, Kansas 
C i t y , Mo., head of Friend s of Democracy; Judge Wi l l i a m C l a r k , U.S. C i r c u i t 
Court of Appeals of New J e r s e y ; Dean Lynn Harold Houg-h, Drew U n i v e r s i t y , 
Hew J e r s e y ; 
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Mrs, F r e d e r i c k Lewis A l l e n , Mrs, Marshall Best, Rev, C.J, C a l l a n , 
Dominican Fathers; Ward Cheney, G r e n v i l l e Clark, F r e d e r i c k R, Coudert, 
lawyer; Col. Wm, J . Donovan, famously known as "Wild B i l l Donovan" of 
the F i g h t i n g 69th; A l l a n W. D u l l e s , John F a r r a r , p u b l i s h e r ; Marshall 
F i e l d , P rof. Carlton J,H, Hayes, Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ; P r o f . Ross J.S, 
Hoffman, Fordham U n i v e r s i t y ; John G. Jackson, president H.Y. State Bar 
Asso c i a t i o n ; Mrs. B e a t r i c e Kaufman, wife of George Kaufman, playwright; 
Gen. John F. O'Ryan, Judge Dorothy Kenyon, Rev, J.A, McHugh, Dominican 
Fathers; Peter B. Olney, lawyer; Rex Stout, author; James P. Warburg, 
James F, C u r t i s , former A s s i s t a n t Secretary of the Treasury, a l l of New 
York; 

George Watts H i l l , Durham, N.C., Rev. P h i l P o r t e r , C h r i s t Church, 
Dayton, Ohio., Dr. Howard White, Miami U n i v e r s i t y , Ohio, Very Rev. A l l a n 
Evans, Dean of P r o t e s t a n t E p i s c o p a l D i v i n i t y School, P h i l a d e l p h i a ; 
Brooks Whitehouse, lawyer, P o r t l a n d , Me,; 

Canon Stanley C. Hughes, T r i n i t y Church, Newport, R . I . , J . Skottowe 
Wanamaker, president of American Cotton A s s o c i a t i o n , So. Car.; W i l l i a m 
Waller, N a s h v i l l e , Tenn. , Waldo H. H e i n r i c h s , Middlebury, Vt., Dr. S i l a s 
Evans, Ripon, Wise., Roger D. Lapham, Member of Mediation Board, pres. 
American Hawaiian Steamship Co., San F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f . ; and Freda Kirchwey, 
e d i t o r , The Nation, New York C i t y . 

A f t e r emphasizing that the American people have recognized that an 
Axis v i c t o r y would be a t h r e a t to our natio n and to our democratic way 
of l i f e , the manifesto of the "Fight For Freedom Committee" continues: 

"But we s t i l l are l a r g e l y b l i n d to the f a c t t h a t there i s no l a s t i n g 
choice between war and peace. We s t i l l t h i n k i n terms of keeping out of 
a War i n which we are alre a d y engaged i n every sense except armed combat. 



"We s h a l l have no h e s i t a t i o n or delay i n l e a d e r s h i p , no holding back 
from-inremitting and u n s e l f i s h e f f o r t anjavhere throughout the length and 
breadth of the land." 

Once t h i s acceptance i s made, the manifesto continues, Americans w i l l 
be i n a p o s i t i o n to work e f f e c t i v e l y f o r "the only r e a l peace we hope to 
hand down to our c h i l d r e n — peace based on j u s t i c e and human freedom." 

Such a peace means f a r more than the defense of the world order we 
have, known, the statement says, continuing: 

" I t means the development of a new world order — not H i t l e r ' s llew • 
Order' of tyranny and f e a r which i s i n f a c t the oldest order man has 
known — but a new order i n which p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and economic democracy 
may develop i t s f u l l meaning, i n which man may a t l a s t a t t a i n the f u l l 
s t a t u r e of human d i g n i t y , and i n which a l l peoples, free from f e a r , may 
l i v e i n freedom to b u i l d those foundations of righteousness and j u s t i c e 
upon which a l a s t i n g peace must r e s t , " 

But whatever the u l t i m a t e peace o b j e c t i v e s , the manifesto concludes, 
the f i r s t immediate step must be the winning of a v i c t o r y . I t then s t a t e s 
the b e l i e f of the key membership of the "Fight For Freedom Committee" as: 

"That the time has come f o r the vigorous use of our f u l l resources. 
We must win the b a t t l e of production. We must use our shipping, our Favy, 
and our A i r Force to help safeguard the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of v i t a l supplies 
across the ocean, 

"We must throw our f u l l weight now into the f i g h t f o r freedom, knowing 
that i f t h i s means war, i t a l s o means the s u r e s t and s w i f t e s t I'oad to peace." 

The o b j e c t i v e s of the "Fight For Freedom Committee" were f u r t h e r 
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e l u c i d a t e d by Bishop Hobson i n a t a l k broadcast l a s t night ( S a t . , A p r i l 19) 
from Boston, Mass. 

Bishop Hobson i s 50 years o l d , a n a t i v e of Denver, Colo. He attended 
P h i l l i p s Academy, Andover, Mass., and graduated from Yale. He was a s t u ­
dent at E p i s c o p a l Theological Seminary, Cambrdige, Mass., when the United 
S t a t e s entered the World War. E n l i s t i n g i n the H.O.T.C., he was l a t e r 
commissioned as Captain, promoted to Major and sent to France i n command 
of the T h i r d B a t t a l i o n of the 356th I n f a n t r y . 

Twice wounded at S t . M i h i e l and gassed at Thiacourt, he returned f o r 
duty the l a s t few days of the Meuge-Argonne o f f e n s i v e and was i n a c t i o n 
with h i s troops when the a r m i s t i c e came. 

He was awarded the D i s t i n g u i s h e d Service Cross, next to the Congres­
s i o n a l Medal of Honor the highest award an American s o l d i e r can r e c e i v e 
f o r bravery, with the c i t a t i o n : "For e x t r a o r d i n a r y heroism i n a c t i o n 
near S t . M i h i e l . France, Sept, 12, 1918, Though twice wo\mded w i t h i n 
ten minutes from the s t a r t of the advance, being i n charge of the a s s a u l t 
b a t t a l i o n and r e a l i z i n g the importance of i t s operations, he d i r e c t e d h i s 
command throughout the day u n t i l the f i g h t i n g ceased," 

S h o r t l y before h i s departure f o r France, Bishop Hobson was married 
to Miss Edmonie T a y l o r Bryan, of St. L o u i s , Mo, Pn h i s ret^urn from the 
war, he and h i s wife went to Cambridge, Mass., where he res-'jmed h i s work 
at the Seminary, 

His f i r s t charge was being a s s i s t a n t to the Rev. John I I , Lewis, 
r e c t o r of S t . John's Church, Waterbury, Conn. I n September, 1921, he 
was c a l l e d to be r e c t o r of A l l S a i n t s ' Church, Worcester, Mass., where 
he served u n t i l he was e l e c t e d Bishop Coadjutor of Southern Ohio i n 
1930. Upon the death of the Bishop i n 1931, he became Bishop of Southern 
Ohio, 



Bishop Hobson has been g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n ( T i i r i s t i a n U n i t y , has 
been a c t i v e i n working f o r the proposed union of the P r e s b y t e r i a n and 
Epi s c o p a l Churches, and i n 1938 went as a delegate to the meeting of 
the. I n t e r n a t i o n a l Missionary Conference i n Madras, I n d i a , 

When the n a t i o n a l Forward Movement of the Ep i s c o p a l Church was 
s t a r t e d i n 1934, Bishop Hobson was chosen chairman, and served f o r 
s e v e r a l y e a r s . He has been a member of the N a t i o n a l Council of t h a t 
church since 1937. 

F e e l i n g the need f o r a more a c t i v e and f a r reaching program f o r 
covering the i s o l a t e d areas, and unchurched people of h i s Diocese, Bishop 
Hobson gave up the attempt to maintain a program i n the Cathedral i n C i n ­
c i n n a t i , which had l o s t i t s opportunity due to a population s h i f t , and 
b u i l t a Church on Wheels f o r reaching areas where there was no e s t a b l i s h e d 
ch'orch. 

This "Wayside Cathedral" i s equipped to render s e r v i c e wherever there 
i s the greatest need among people cut o f f from the influence of the 
C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n . 

Hundreds of f a m i l i e s are asso c i a t e d w i t h t h i s program, and over a 
thousand c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e regular r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n s by means of the 
church school program which has been b u i l t up. The "Wayside Cathedral" 
has now t r a v e l e d w e l l over 100,000 m i l e s . 

Bishop Hobson's home i s i n Cincinr«a.ti. There are four c h i l d r e n , 
Katherine Bryan, Henry Wise, J r . , Anne Jennings, and Margery Thayer, 

Bishop Hobson i s no recent convert to the p r i n c i p l e of " a l l - o u t " 
a i d to the democracies, as a means of p r e s e r v i n g our own. When H i t l e r 
s t a r t e d the Second World War with h i s i n v a s i o n of Poland i n September, 
1939, Bishop Hobson began preaching before h i s own and other congrega­
t i o n s t h a t America was d e f i n i t e l y i nvolved i n the war and could not pos­
s i b l y avoid g e t t i n g i n t o i t . 

Again and again since the f a l l of 1939 he has preached t h a t the sooner 
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America a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e s i n defeating H i t l e r the better "because 
our p a r t i c i p a t i o n would lead to a H i t l e r defeat and the only chance to 
make a peace based upon j u s t i c e , and because the defeat of B r i t a i n would 
involve us i n a f a r more d e s t r u c t i v e war i n the f u t u r e . " 

The "Fight For Freedom Committee," i t was announced, w i l l make a 
vigorous campaign f o r i n c r e a s i n g i t s membership among i n f l u e n t i a l men and 
women throughout the nation, as a means of e f f e c t i n g i t s avowed purposes. 
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