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by Doug Korey
Well sports fans, it has been a long six
month season for the UC-Swimmers. In
that period this writer has tried to keep
you up on what has ended up to be the
finest season in the history of Ursinus
swimming. Yes, the big pace clock is
winding down this week at the William
Elliot Pool. The swimmers are packing
up their bathing suits, goggles, caps,
and most importantly their shaving
equipment and heading to Widener for
the MAC Championships. On Thur., Fri.
and Sat., these finely tuned athletes,
go head to head with some of the best
competition that division III has to offer.
It has been a long time since you last
heard about the team, so lets run down
what’s been happening. On Sat., Feb. 4,
the Aquabears crushed Susquehanna to
up their record to 6-1-1. They were on a
roll and it seemed like nothing could stop
them. Then on Sat., Feb. 11, the
Diplomats of F&M Swam in from
Lancaster like fish with wings. The week
long tension reached its peak during the
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warmup as both teams eyed each other
in fearful anticipation.

F&M had heard about the strong
Aquabear team through the swimming
grapevine and were obviously scared.
Yet, the wear and tear of the long season
was setting in on the Bears, which was
evident in their performance. U.C. put
up an awesome fight, but fell short bya
measly five points.

Early Sun. morning, as the sun came
up, so did the Aquabears. Across the
frozen tundra to the icy waters of the
pool, the tired swimmers mentally tried
to prepare themselves, a tri-meet with
Loyola and York still loomed ahead on
Tue.

The Loyola and York battle went on
until the wee hours of the morning on
Tue. the 14th, traditionally what most
people call Valentines Day. There was no
candy for U.C. that day. Nor was there
a double victory. Once again, the

Aquabears fought to the finish, ham-
pered by the extreme heat, belligerent

coaches from the opposing teams, and
illiterate officals who tried to break the
record for the longest meet ever. The
Bears blew York away but Loyola slipped
through their fins.

Wed, Feb. 15, became a day that
would live in infamy for many of the
Aquabears. No they did not get bombed,
though many wished they could, but
beer has carbohydrates, and yes sports
fans, the U.C. swimmers swore-off
carbohydrates for four days. This meant
lettuce and water for those who realize
what is served at Wismer.

On Thurs., Feb. 16, the Bears met
their final dual meet opponents, the
incredible Monarchs from Kings. The
U.C. swimmers, extremely upset over
how the season was ending, joined
together in crunching the Kings team.
“‘Spud’’ Lavell set a new team record for
the 400yd. I.M., a grueling test of
endurance. Way to go “‘Spud.”

Now the regular season is over. U.C.
has finished with an incredible 8-3-1
record which also goes into the record
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books as the best season ever! After
devouring many pizzas on Sun, the team

is now prepared for the championships. **

The taper has been difficult, yet so far
very rewarding. Coach Bob Sieracki had
this to say, ““This year’s team is without
a doubt the best I have ever coached. F
feel very confident that welldoextremely
well at MAC’S.”

Ass. Coach Brian Warrener added his
opinion, “If they, (The Aquabears,)
think about their races, especially before
the meet, you know, like, ten minutes
before they go to bed, I think they’ll do
just fine. Also like, nice job team.”

Lou Chodoff offered his weekly com-
ment. ‘I can’t wait to drive down
Widener to see my favorite team
compete. I'm so psyched!”

Well that’s all for now folks. Make
sure you read next week’s article, when
we do find out how the Aquabears did at
the championships. Also, a final salute
to the seniors. And of course, thanks to
Lou for his weekly quote.
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(above) Fencing
demonstration is part
of Wellness Week .

(left) swimmers display

their talent.

Marzella's Pizza

5th Avenue and Main Street
Collegeville

*Steaks *Zeps

*Stromboli
Tues. - Wed. - 1hurs. - Sat.
11:00 to 11:00 :
Fri. - 11:00 to 11:30
Sun. - 11:00 to 11:00

489-4946
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