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F i g h t For Freedom — Address — A p r i l 19, 1941 

The Ht. Hev, Henry ¥. Hohson 

A moment i n h i s t o r y has come v/hen we must e i t h e r f i g h t f o r our 
freedom or l o s e i t . I speak tonight from a s t a t i o n only a few miles 
from the spot where 166 years ago a l i t t l e band of seemingly i l l 
equipped men faced a s i m i l a r moment — f o r they too had to f i g h t f o r 
freedom or l o s e i t . They dared to f i r e the shot that was "heard around 
the world." They dared because vd t h i n t h e i r souls was the b e l i e f that 
God had made them to be f r e e men. Free to speak — Free to w r i t e — 
Free to l i s t e n — Free to worship — Free to govern themselves and de
termine t h e i r own d e s t i n i e s . The b a t t l e of Lexington, which we c e l e 
brate on t h i s P a t r i o t s ' Day, was our f o r b e a r s ' answer to d i c t a t o r s h i p 
i n the moment of c r i s i s when freedom hung i n the balance. 

Tonight i n another such moment, when man's r i g h t to be f r e e i s 
again attacked by g i g a n t i c f o r c e s , I speak to you on behalf of The 
F i g h t For Freedom Committee. Those who present t h i s c a l l to you the 
people of America do so because we b e l i e v e — F i r s t , t h at freedom i s 
worth f i g h t i n g f o r . Second, that f o r us to say that H i t l e r ' s defeat 
i s e s s e n t i a l to insure man's freedom i s a cowardly and immoral p o s i 
t i o n unless we are w i l l i n g to face the dangers and s a c r i f i c e s v;hich 
others are s u f f e r i n g i n t h i s struggle f o r freedom. T h i r d , that i t i s 
dishonest to engage i n a v.'holesale m a t e r i a l support of those f i g h t i n g 
to defeat the d i c t a t o r aggressors, who seek to enslave man, without 
f a c i n g and admitting the f a c t that we are i n t h i s war. Fourth, that 
unless we a c t now, w i t h a r e c o g n i t i o n of the f a c t that we are at v/ar 
and a readiness to do whatever i s necessary to make c e r t a i n H i t l e r ' s 
defeat, we s h a l l l o s e the present war. Furthermore we s h a l l have to 
contend, vdth f a r greater odds against u s , i n a f u t u r e war on the A t 
l a n t i c , the P a c i f i c , and i n the Americas, Those who would deny t h i s 
f a c t , and l u l l you to sleep with a sense of f a l s e s e c u r i t y using words 
that have le a d m i l l i o n s i n t o s l a v e r y , are not as v;ise as H i t l e r and 
Goebbels who face f a c t s when they say " t h i s war i s a d e c i s i v e b a t t l e 
between tv;o enemy worlds," They know that we are p a r t of that world 
which b e l i e v e s i n freedom, and must t h e r e f o r e be subjected to insure 
a v i c t o r y f o r d i c t a t o r s h i p . But they are s c o r n f u l of our p a r t i n the 
c o n f l i c t because they t h i n k that we are so f e a r f u l of v;ar that we w i l l 
f ollow the example of the other v i c t i m s of Nazism and postpone a c t i o n 
u n t i l the aggressors are ready to t u r n t h e i r a t t a c k upon us. The only 
chance we have to prove t h a t they a,re wrong i s to av/ake to the f a c t 
that we are already a t war. H i t l e r wants us to s t a y asleep, and counts 
as h i s a l l i e s those who t e l l us that we are not a t war and that v;e can 
r e t a i n our s e c u r i t y by avoiding any a c t of h o s t i l i t y . He knows that 
we can never a t t a i n our o b j e c t i v e u n t i l a r e c o g n i t i o n of a s t a t e of war 
u n i t e s us a g a i n s t him, and that the longer i t takes us to come to t h i s 
r e c o g n i t i o n the b e t t e r h i s chances are f o r v i c t o r y . 

No one hates war more than I do, I have seen, and experienced 
i n my own mind and body i n 1918, a good many of those horrors v/hich 
the i s o l a t i o n i s t s , appeasers and d e f e a t i s t s p a i n t so v i v i d l y f o r us. 



They can't t e l l mc anything about war. These groups which seek to scare 
us by t h o i r d e s c r i p t i o n s of war would also have the country b e l i e v e that 
those of us who take the F i g h t For Freedom p o s i t i o n a r e , to quote one of 
t h e i r l e a d e r s , a "gang of warmongers — b u i l d i n g a new and more v i c i o u s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n " , — They have branded us as "Judases" who seek to "betray" 
our country. They accuse us of wanting to send the sons and husbands of 
American women to t h e i r deaths. The t r u t h i s that those who have joirv-
ed i n urging that we must f i g h t f o r freedom now, stand i n the t r a d i t i o n 
of those p a t r i o t s f o r whom wo give thanks today, who loved freedom so 
f u l l y that they v/ere ready to s a c r i f i c e themselves to win a v i c t o r y f o r 
the cause they served. The f i g h t then was ag a i n s t a d i c t a t o r king. The 
f i g h t today i s not f o r B r i t a i n , or f o r any other p o l i t i c a l regime, but 
against a d i c t a t o r s h i p which threatens our country, as i t threatens the 
v/orld, because i t denies the r i g h t of man to l i v e as a f r e e c h i l d of God. 
Only \men v;e decide as a nation that our freedom i s a great heritage v/hich 
i s \i/orth f i g h t i n g f o r , can we overcome our letharg;'/ and our f e a r s , and 
f i n d that vmity of purpose, and courage of s o u l , which w i l l enable us to 
continue i n that v/ay of l i f e which ex/presses the t r u t h that " a l l men are 
created free and equal". 

We, lik'-^ those who fought f o r freedom 166 years ago, deplore the 
death of sons and husbands, but we v/ould r a t h e r die our solves and have 
our sons die, than to follov/ a course v/hich v/e are convinced v/oui-d con
demn a f a r g r e a t e r host of sons and husbands to die i n future' y e a r s . 
We b e l i e v e that from the standpoint of the d e s t r u c t i o n which war bring s , 
the way of the i s o l a t i o n i s t v / i l l be f a r more devastating i n i t s e f f e c t 
than the course v/e urge. For follov/ing the i s o l a t i o n i s t v/ay v/e v/ould 
be l e f t alone to face the f i n a l onrush of aggression from a l l sides i n 
t o t a l war. We b e l i e v e that i f vou want to get a true p i c t u r e of the 
dead end of the i s o l a t i o n i s t s ' road you can take a l l t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n 
of v/hat war i s , m u l t i p l y i t t e n f o l d , and then add the background of an 
onelaved people. For t h i s way loads not only to the greater l o s s of 
l i f e , but to the d e s t r u c t i o n of courage, f a i t h , the s p i r i t of s a c r i f i c e , 
heroism and l o y a l t y — to the quenching of v/hat Robert Sherv/ood had c a l l 
ed "man's unconquerable a s p i r a t i o n to d i g n i t y and freedom and p u r i t y i n 
the s i g h t of God." 

Troubled C h r i s t i a n s have asked me how I as a m i n i s t e r can urge 
that v/e face the f a c t that \io are involved i n Wcor. I assure you that 
my d e c i s i o n has not been made l i g h t l y , or without most c a r e f u l thought 
about what I f e e l to be my C h r i s t i a n duty. People t a l k to me about the 
a l t e r n a t e v/ay of " s p i r i t u a l r e s i s t e n c e , " When a man denies God and 
blasphemes against God's S p i r i t , and then goes f o r t h to destroy God's 
g i f t s to man, I dare not hide behind such v/ords as " s p i r i t u a l r e s i s t a n c e " , 
because i n so doing I give him a f r e e hand to achieve h i s e v i l purposes. 
Force i n a moment of emergency i s a t times the only vveapon v/hich v / i l l 
prevent e v i l from triumphing over r i g h t when we are faced by one v/ho has 
made himself impervious to the a c t i o n of God's S p i r i t . 

I have taken my stand because I b e l i e v e - * h a t H i t l e r , and the forces 
he has marshalled i n h i s v i o l e n t aggression against a l l mankind, have 
chosen that s t a t e of blasphemy against the S p i r i t of God which makes any 



appeal to them on a s p i r i t u a l b a s i s i n e f f e c t i v e , I therefore favor the 
use of f o r c e , as the only weapon a v a i l a b l e , to bring about t h e i r defeat. 
Further since I b e l i e v e that C h r i s t i a n s cannot be p r i m a r i l y concerned v;ith 
t h e i r own s a f e t y , I can see no v i r t u e i n the C h r i s t i a n s i n America t r y i n g 
to avoid s a c r i f i c e and s u f f e r i n g while others are engaged i n a death 
struggle against a common enemy. Nor can I see any merit i n a C h r i s t i a n 
t r y i n g to sa,vo h i s l i f e v/hilo others are dying to maintain the e s s e n t i a l 
values upon v/hich our free l i f e depends. Peace i s one of these v a l u e s , 
and I favor u s i n g force to oppose and defea.t the t o t a l i t a r i a n onslaught 
beca,use I an convinced i t i s the way v/hich w i l l best l e a d to the good 
of u l t i m a t e and l a s t i n g peace f o r our country and the v/orld» 

The Fight For Freedom Committee has no p o l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n s , no 
connection v/ith any group or s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n s o c i e t y . Those v/ho have 
j o i n e d represent every phase and area of American l i f e . Widely separated 
i n our a c t i v i t i e s v/e are bound together by one supreme longing to have 
our country meet the present c r i s i s v/ith r e a l i t y , courage, Ivonesty, and 
a l o y a l t y to those i d e a l s upon which the f u t u r e existence of our nation 
depends. Wo b e l i e v e that the present world c o x i f l i c t i s an i r r e c o n c i l a b l e 
s t r u g g l e between d i c t a t o r s h i p and freedom, and that i f d i c t a t o r s h i p wins 
i n the present a r e a of the c o n f l i c t , there v / i l l be l i t t l e hope for f r e e 
dom anyv/herc. We therefore re-orescnt a l l c i t i z e n s who share our convic
t i o n s that t h i s i s our f i g h t f o r freedom i n which v;e must p l a y our f u l l 
p a r t . 

I t i s impossible over the radio to give the long l i s t of names of 
those v/ho have formed the Committee, however, i t should be known that the 
Honorable Carter G l a s s , Senior Senator from V i r g i n i a , i s our Honarary 
Chairman, V7c asked him to serve because he stands f o r the q u a l i t i e s i n 
our n a t i o n a l l i f e \;hich have made i t true i n the past that Americans would 
not make torms v/ith tyranny or run from danger. I n response, Serxator Glass 
breaking a l i f e t i m e r u l e , wired: 

"Because of the groat ;g)L-inciplcs involved and the desperate 
s i t u a t i o n i n which wc f i n d o u r s e l v e s , I an p u t t i n g aside 
the considered p r a c t i c e of a l i f e t i m e to lend my name and 
whatever strength I may have to the work of the F i g h t For 
Freedom Conmittce," 

We who i s s u e t h i s c a l l hove set f o r t h i n d c f i ? i i t e form c e r t a i n of 
our c o n v i c t i o n s . We want you to knov/ v/here wo stand and v/e i n v i t e those 
who v/ould stand w i t h us to send i n t h e i r names. You may do t h i s by send
ing your nanes e i t h e r to mc i n C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio, or to the Nev; York o f 
f i c e of The F i g h t For Freedom Committee, 1270 S i x t h Avenue, New York C i t y , 
I present the statement upon v/hich v/o have agreed. 
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