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URSINUS COLLEGE BULLETIN. 

by training, and all shonld try. Even if 
the record made be not so good, yet the 
benefits which will accrue from the train
ing and practice will be worth much. 

L2wn tennis will no donbt take its 

place again in addition to snch other 
sports as may be introduced. In one 
and all of these departments let us have 
good, solid work, and raise the standard 
of Ursinus higher. 

CONTRI BUTIONS. 

THE COUNTR.Y BOY. 

0, the country life is the life that's true! 
The country faith is the faith sublime; 

And the country hearts :Ire the staunch uearts, too, 
And the glad liearts every time! 

And the conntry ways are the dear old ways, 
And the coulltry home is the home where love 

�~�l�a�k�e�s� welcome sweet for an olden facc, 
And the ligh t thereof! 

And the coulltry boy is the boy that's true; 
The sun·browned face Hnd the ruddy lips, 

And he is the boy that can teach �U�~�,� too, 
li"ur lIobler fellowship! 

All unlettered sllve of the sod, 
fraught alone by tbe birds that sing 

And the stars that smile; but he has seen God 
In P\'crything! 

0, he is the fellow that sings all day! 
I'd like to SE'e him and tell him, too, 

How good he is and his roundelay 
To me Hnd you! 

r want to hug him for all he is, 
And tell him I love hillJ for all he's Ilone 

With his ripplillg langh and lhat face of his 
Like the morning SUIl ! 

0, to lie down righl where he is! 
And live furever just hearing hirn 

Laughing out of thnt henrt of his 
Filled to lhe brim! 

I would say, God bless him-his laugh is worth 
The gold of the sun in the dawn of day! 

Yes, the country boy with his gladsome mirth 
Is the boy fur us alway. 

-11finneapolis TinwH. 

DR.. J. H. A. BOMBER.GER.. 

Revered and lovell was he whose fancy gave 
OUf duller sight a soul-entrancing view, 

Like ocean music rolling wave on wave 
His grand, 80nOl'OUS tones in pathos grew 
'1'0 that enthralling eloquence we knew; 

Hi s great sonl foulld relief in praise and prayer, 
Undaullted by a heavy weight of care, 

Rb spirit's al'dellt adoration drew 
1£nfe>eblt'd, sordid souls illt o the light 

'Vh €'l"e he in his firm faith, strong in !ii i;; zenl, 
A �G�f�(�~�a �t�-�h �e�a�l�'�t�,� ready-anned, stood qnick to deal 

\Vith error, faultie:-s wHl'rior in the fight! 
rrhe watch-word. "Onward! Onward!" was his 105t
His stirrill g signal-find his spirit passed. 

�~�[�I�N�E�R�V �. �\� " 'EINn ERGER. 
Collegeville , )farch 4th, 1895. 

INDIVIDUALITY A REQUISITE FOR 
TRUE DEVELOPMENT. 

No two persons are alike. Tntl), God 
created man in his own image and gave 
him powers and capabilities but little 
lower than the angels; but so manifold 
and varied are the capabilities of the hu
man mind, that there can be no royal 
road over which all should travel. There 
can be no hap-hazard procedure. There 
are characteristics or traits peculiar to 
one person which are possessed by no 
other, and which require distinct chan
nels. This makes individuality a requi
site for true development. 

By individuality is usually meant the 
outcome of the interaction of inherited 
characteristics and environment. The 
sea gives a man the stamp of a sailor, 
while minor differences in each case dif
ferentiate each of these from others of 
their class. There are problems in this 
life which are solved, possibly equally as 
well by one mind as another, while every 
solution has its own differentia character-
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istie or the l'x]lositor. The satne sp irit 
of the Lord descended n pon the apostles 
of Jesus Ch rist, bu t how pecnl ia r were 
th e charaCterist ics of each under which 
th ey fulfill ed their divine duty and mis
sion! Peter was i III pulsi ve and fi rlll-a 
man of rock, J oh 11 was contemplative 
and o[ a lov ing disposition. Paul was a 
man of g- reat missionary talents, and so 
every one had hi s own peculiar traits, 
which he empl oyed [or the g lorification 
of hi s divine Master. 

There are characters who are worthy 
of our emulation, and who by their exam
ple should spur us on to greater things; 
but for one person to imitate all the pe
culiar characteristics of another would be 
exceedingly awkward aud absurd. Such 
a person could with h is best efforts do no 
better than an aping parrot, to whom we 
can at our leisure but listen for amuse
ment. 0 man's circulllstances are the 
same. H e must be his own and he should 
de\'elop the powers which his all-wise 
creator has given to 1n"1Il and to nobody 
else. To neglect this will be to bury 
hi s talents in a napkin. 

Individuality is present in every sphere 
of life, but probably in no other sphere is 
it as indispensable as in the intellectual. 
It is that which distinguishes the scholar 
from the bookworm and the bibliomaniac. 

Instruction can only awaken the dor
mant powers of the mind. It can only 
give an impulse and lead it along the 
paths in which it is inclined to go. It 
is like the winding stream making its 
way along the lines of least resistance. 
The true object of all education is to teach 
people to think for themselves. No 
amount of instruction can produce a ew
ton, a Shakespeare, or a Milton. Luther 
and Zwingli, the instigators of the great 
reformation, had their charaCteristic pow-

ers which they employed for the good of 
humanity. All the great benefaCtors of 
the world, and all those who have contrib
uted to the progress of the human race, 
were men who possessed and exercised a 
high degree o[ individuality. 

That individuality which adapts itself 
to environment is not always of the best 
quality. It depends upon the nature of 
this environment. If the surroundings 
are of a low character, that individuality 
is best which changes the environment to 
adapt it to one's individuality. 

It follows therefore that the degree of 
individuality indicates the stage of civili· 
zation. It depends upon the individual 
as a constituent of the human race. So 
long as a man lives in a savage and brute
like state, he seems to be a mere example 
of his species. It is said to be difficult to 
distinguish one countenance [rom another 
among the wild hordes inhabiting the 
steppes of orthern Asia. The peculiar 
nature of man is in this instance still hid
den, and he appears merely a savage 
creature, or rather a creature who has be
come savage. 

The environments of the savage are 
very simple. As long as he is occupied 
simply in providing for food, protection 
[r0111 climate, and defense against his ene
mies, he will continue to grope in his 
miserable state. His correspondence to 
environment is therefore very simple and 
mostly sensual. It develops comparative
ly few of his individual powers. The 
more, however, man receives the blessing 
of education, and especially the consecra
tion of religious awakening, the more is 
his individuality developed. It is certain 
that the civilized can both create and uti
lize a complexity of environment unsuit· 
able to, and therefore now-existent 
among ruder comlllunities. 
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Such then being the importance which 
individuality bears upon the human mind, 
it calls for the hig hest development of 
all its individual powers. Only in pro
portion as he perfects his individuality 
does man fulfil the true and noble object 
for which he is placed in this world. If 
we would make the world better for our 
hav ing lived in it, we can not help but 
develop all our peculiar traits and charac
teristics to the highest pitch. Thus will 
man attain to Christan splendor,-yea, he 
will be a diamond whose facets are infi
nite, that they may receive all the light 
of infinity. Thus only can he perform 
hi s duty toward himself, toward hi s fel
low-men, and toward hi s God. Thus 
only can lIIan lift up the world and bring 
it into clo£er communion with its Creator. 

O. R. F., '95. 

RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION. 

Schaff Oration delivered at the Twenty-Fourth Anniver .. 
sary of the Schaff Literary Society , Dec. 14 . 1894. 

For more than a century, the United 
States has been inviting to her shores all 
who would come, in order that the mater
ial resources of the nation might be util
ized. She based her action in this policy 
on the American idea of the equality of 
mankind and the unsurpassable and ele
vating power of our free institutions. The 
early immigration was beneficial, for 
those who came were of a stock akin to 
our own. They had ideas not unlike 
American ideas, and their aims and aspi
rations and views of life were not greatly 
unlike those which were indigenous to 
our soil. The seeds of Americanism 
found ready lodgment in the congenial 
soil of their minds, and produced au abun
dant harvest of good and useful citizens. 

With the development of the appliances of 
nineteenth century civilization however , , 
came many things of which our fathers 
did not dream. The class of immigrants 
has changed entirely. Instead of com ino-

'" from the ~me stock, hordes now come 
from countries differing widely in their 
civili zation, laws, and customs. We are 
thus compell ed to say that restriction of 
immigration is a necessity if we would 
retain our civili zation and position amono
the nations of the world. '" 

In the early days of our republic, we 
received men from other countries who 
were physically and religiously strong, 
v igorous, and healthy. The yearly land
ing on our shores of nearly a million im
migrants, many of whom have left their 
native country for that country's good, 
can certainl y not improve our nat ion. 
Many have claimed that the blending of 
so many different nationalities on our con
tinent is beneficial to the nat ion, and th at 
in the end we would have a people excell
ing all others in physical, mental, and 
moral perfection. They base their argu
men ts on the fact that the foremost na
tions of the old world to-day are a mi xed 
people. They fail to take into consider
ation the fact, however, that they became 
such not throug h peaceful immigration 
such as we know, but through the forci
ble union of a conquering and ruling 
people with a conquered and subjugated 
one. The conquerors, who proved them
selves superior in courage, ability, and 
strength, took the choicest women for 
their wives, and the result was natural
a nation superior in physical and mental 
development. 

A homogeneous people is what we 
want, for it is a well-established fact that 
the nations which have achieved the most 
from a moral point of view-which have 
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left th c In ost cndllling relllains in reli g ion, 
in lite ra ture, and in art, have bccn of such 
a character. [n the earli er days of our 
republi c, therc arose thc bright galaxy of 
a g reat litcra tmc. It continued to asce nd , 
and before the Civil vVar broke ou t, th e 
constell ati on was at its zenith. III it 
were see ll such g littering stars as Long
fellow , E merson, \Vhitti er, Hawthorne, 
Hollll es, a nd others. It was a CO lli plete 
literature, not one like we have now, con
sisting O!!Iy of no\'Cls, bnt a literatme 
which contained all the departlll ents
poetry, rOlllance, philosophy, hi story, and 
theology-in the highest state of exce l
lence. It was a broad, si ncere, national 
literature, which was and is still given 
the foremost place in our nat ion. 

The contin ual influx of the large num
ber of foreigners exerts a depressi ng effect 
upon the American workman. The mis
erable condition of the poor in the old 
world, when compared with the greatly 
improved condition in our country, is a 
sufficient cause to induce them to come 
hither. In add ition to this, great induce
men ts are offered by the various steam
sh i p companies to persuade these op
pressed people to seek a home in a strange 
land. These companies are successful, 
for half-a-m illion laborers of Europe are. 
annually dumped into our cities to com
pete with American workmen in Ameri
can factories, workshops, mines, and other 
industrial establishments. I s there any 
wonder, therefore, that there is daily dis
content among the laboring class, that 
manufacturing establishments rednce wa
ges? Tariff laws may be passed to pro
tect the manufacturers, but as long as 
there are three applicants for every posi
ti on, the condition of the workingman 
will not be improved. We need to give 
more stringent and careful attention to 

thc immigration laws. 
A nother cITeet of this influx of strangers 

is the corruption of th e rolitics of our 
lancl. As eve ry illlportant election ap· 
proaches, we hear of the foreign vote, and 
whatever party secures this vote is cer
tain of success. At these times, the na t
uralization mill s a re kept busy, and thou
sands are turned out as citizens who have 
not the least idea of our government. 
Th ey come from countries where they 
have always been oppressed. They may 
have longings for liberty, but th ey have 
no knowledge of what liberty is, and how 
it may be secured or how it should be 
used. Unused to any sort of self.govern
ment, they are incapable of walking the 
paths of citizenship without leaning heav
ily on the arm of some kind of paternal
ism. They have sufficient money to get 
themselves past the gates of Castle Gar
den, and then they are scattered through 
the land-a helpless and unassimilable 
mass expected to take care of themselves, 
and develop into intelligent wielders of 
American suffrage. In this condition 
th ey are found by th e unscrupulous poli
tician, who can use them as he sees fit for 
the demoralization of citizenship. Among 
those who are now coming to this coun
try are found the Anarchists, Socialists, 
Nihilists, and all kinds of law-defying peo
ple. They have been very active in our 
country in recent years, stirring up their 
countrymen to deeds of riot and lawless
ness. Our country has been the safety
valve of Europe, and it is time to call a 
halt. The class of persons coming here 
now is such as to show liS that we want 
more than human beings. If any are to 
come, we want them to have the enter
prise, thrift, aptitude, morality, and intel
ligent aspiration which contain the prom
ise and potency of good citizenship, and 


