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Second Printing

By EDWARD MEAD EARLE

“A brief, broad sourcebook for Americanism.
Al who wish perspective and consistency in
their thought about American foreign policy
today would do well to fortify themselves by
reading it.”—Raymond Gram Swing

FIGHT FOR FREEDOM, INC.
1270 SixtH AvENue, NEw York City



“We see . . . with great concern, the position in
which Great Britain is placed, and should be sincerely
afflicted were any disaster to deprive mankind of the
benefit of such a bulwark against the torrent which has
for some time been bearing down all before it.”—
Thomas Jefferson, June 30, 1803.

This mighty torrent—this “wave of the future”—is it
one which we in America can meet and control, or is it
an inevitability that will sweep us along the paths of war
and totalitarianism to a future of fear and helplessness?

AMERICA’S FUTURE

With devastating insight, a keen and understanding
observer seeks to strip the sentiment and misunderstand-
ing from the events of the past few years and reveal them
in the cold, clear light of what they mean to the world,
especially to the United States.

Mr. Earle is a realist, a far-seeing realist. Defeatism
has no place in his discussion. The European bal-
ance of power has always been of vital importance to
America, and Mr. Earle shrewdly points out that the
reactions of Jefferson, Monroe and early statesmen find
striking parallels today.

He discusses with courage and astuteness the problems
of immediate importance to Americans. Shall America
convoy ships to Britain? The use of the navy as an
essential next step in American policy is in the great
tradition of American strategy, he says, for geography
never has provided adequate security for us.

He concludes with a rousing call for action: “If the
totalitarian coalition should win the war, isolation will



not be a policy which we pursue; it will be a condition
which shall have been forced upon us. The only way to
avert such a contingency is to use our economic power,
our diplomatic resources, our moral influence, and if
necessary, our naval and military forces to assure the
defeat of Germany—for the heart and brains of the
Axis are in Berlin.”

M:r. Earle, who recently returned from a five weeks’
trip inspecting America’s newly acquired naval and air
bases in the Caribbean, is an historian of note and a
writer of competence, whose opinions on military his-
tory are widely recognized. He has taught at the Wil-
liamstown Institute of Politics, the Army War College,
the Army Industrial College and Columbia University.

At present he is professor in the school of economics
and politics at the Institute for Advanced Study, where
he has gathered from both the Institute and Princeton
University a group of people who are concentrating on
various phases of defense problems—economic, military,
naval, etc. The group is now working on a syllabus to
be used as a study plan for college courses in national
defense problems.

CRITICS AND READERS OPINIONS

Time Magazine: “Strong medicine for current U.S.
hot & cold chills of fatalism, complacency, despondency,
uncertainty, overconfidence.”

U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings: “Every officer should
read this book without delay.”

Book-of-the-Month Club News: “Should be a tremen-
dous factor in the clarification of American thought on



foreign policy. Its concise and brilliant statement . . .
will command a large audience, far larger than any other
work of this kind has found until now.”

Max Lerner: “First-rate as an analysis of the impera-
tives of American foreign policy in this harsh age, and
as an afirmation of democratic belief.”

Walter Millis: “One of the sanest and most straight-
forward voices yet to be raised.”

Committee to Defend America (Washington Infor-
mation Letter): “The finest justification of our present
course yet offered.”
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