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Myrin library, Ursinus 
College 

Volume 20, Issue I 

August 27, 2007 
Welcome Bock Everyone! 

Reference Desk Hours 
Fall 2007: 
Monday & Tuesday 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

IM Reference 6-8 p.m. 

Thursday 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
BY APPOINTMENT 

IM: MEEBO Us on our Homepage! 

For all library hours, visit: 
h tf p: If m yr in. u r sinus. ed u I ab o ul /hours. h Im 

Inside this issue: 

Staff News 2 

Changing Nature of Refe r- 2 
ence 

First-Year Orientation in 2 
Blackboard 

New in Myrin (cont'd) 3 

Upcoming Events & Staff 4 
Recommendations 
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• Visit us on the web at: : . 
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The Myrin Library News 

New In the Library: 
Liaison Program Begins; New Website in the Works; Computer Lab Re­
Modeled; E-Resources; New Catalog System May Be Coming in 2009 

We've been working hard all summer to im­
prove our services. Here's an overview of 
what's new in Myrin. 

LIAISON PROGRAM 
Beginning this Fall, Myrin 's new Library 

Liaison Program links a librarian to each depart­
ment on campus. Liaisons will spend time get­
ting to know each department's faculty mem­
bers, course offerings and research needs. They 

us-d" ~ . 
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The list of assigned Liaisons for each de­
partment is in the Box on Page 3. Stay 
tuned for e-mails with more details. 

NEW WEBSITE IN THE WORKS 
This Summer, the Library Website Re­
design Team has been hard at work re­
envisioning Myrin's webpage, which hasn't 
been substantially revised since 1997. The 
team has worked together to modemize the 

wi ll be available to, 
among other things, 
assist with research 
questions, provide re­
search workshops, de­
velop the library collec­
tion to better support the 
department, set-up data­
base trials and work to 
acquire new databases. 
Faculty members should 
feel free to contact the 
Librarian assigned to 
liaise with their depart­

look of the webpage, 
update the infonnation 
there and simpl ify the 
layout. The new version 
will be tested for usabil­
ity during the fall Se­
mester, and we aim to 
have it completely re­
place the old site by 
January 2008. Stay 
tuned for e-mail updates 
and please give us your 

Coming Soon: The New & Improved Myrin Website! much needed feedback! 

ment about any questions and expect a qui ck 
response. 

Full details for the new Liaison Program can 
be found at: http ://myrin .ursinus.edu/li aison.pdf. 

Welcome Bock! 
From Char lie Jamison, Libra ry Director 

COMPUTER LAB RE-MODELED 
Last semester, Myrin worked with Com­

puting Services to remove the old, mostly 
broken computers in Room 030 in the 

On behalf of the Myrin Library staff, I welcome you back to what I hope will be 
a productive and enjoyable fa ll semester. We are here at the Myrin Library to help 
you with any and all of your information and research needs. Please take advantage 
of the remarkable resources and comfortab le study space that Myrin has to offer. 

This issue of our Newsletter talks about a number of new programs and services 
Myrin is in the process of beginning. We hope you ' ll enjoy! If you have any ques­
tions, concerns or suggestions, feel free to contact me or any of the Librarians. 
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Wanna know I he defin ilion of · axeni r"? 
Forget Iha! dictionary!.... 

Librarians spend most of 
their time with students 

on what are better 
termed "Research Con­

sultations" than 
''Reference Questions. " 

More and more people ore logging on to 
the lnlernel for !heir basic reference 
queslions. 

The Myrin Library News 

Staff News 
Gwen Marshall has joined the Library Staff as the new Technical Services Assistant for 
Periodicals & Government Documents. She comes to us after working 5 years as Adminis­
trative Assistant in the Center for Continuous Leaming here at Ursinus. She started work 
in July and we're very excited to have her with us! Gwen spends much of her spare time 
with her 18-month old daughter Jordan , and loves to sing. Gwen takes over for Theresa 
Tuscano, who passed away last March. 

David Mill's sabbatical study article has been accepted for publication in ./tCRJ) 
the prestigious ACRL publication College & Research libraries. 
"Undergraduate Information Resource Choices" is tentatively scheduled to appear in the September 
2008 issue of the journal, which is one of the most highly visible ones in the Library world. David 
presented a Baden lecture in the Spring of 2007. 

The Changing Nature of Reference 
Myrin is changing its Reference Desk Hours 

slightly this Fall (see Front Page side-panel), 
and is also looking to purchase more online 
reference sources than print ones. These 
changes will address the fact that Reference 
Desk transactions have been in decline in aca­
demic libraries, in general and at Ursinus par­
ticularl y, for quite some time now. Myrin 's 
Reference Desk sees very few traditional refer­
ence questions - questions like "When did 
World War 2 start" or "What's the average 
temperature in Alaska." Students generally turn 
to the web for these answers. 

Librarians spend most of thei r time with 
students on what are better lern1ed " Research 
Consultations" than "Reference Questions." In 
the simplest of these, we direct students to the 
proper database they should use for their par­
ticular project. In the more complex consults, 
we work with them to find articles for their 
papers and research projects, guiding them to 
the right resources and helping them to formu­
late effective searches. In some cases, we even 
help them to refine thei r topics and develop 
arguments, showing them new ways to look for 
different kinds of information. The majority of 
the resources we use are online - like Info Trac 
and MLA Bibliography - and many provide at 
least some fu ll text. We want to encourage 
students to make appoinllnents with us for 
these kinds of consul tations. 

With neither Libr.:11ians nor students relying 
on traditional print reference books, Myrin is 
looking into online reference sources that can 
compete with the World Wide Web and its 
popular, but academically controversial, sites 
like Wikipedia and About.com. Students will 
likely still tum to the web for many of their 
information needs, but ifthe library has au­
thoritative, full-text resources available onlinc, 
libra1ia 11s can guide them to more at,a<lemi­
cally acceptable and consistent sources avail­
able on the Web. 

A Reference weeding project is unde1way to 
create a smaller, more manageable and most 
imp01t antly more useful print "Research Col­
lection" to suppo1t student research as op­
posed to the reference questions that are sel­
dom asked any more. This Research Collec­
tion will include specialized Encyclopedias, 
dictionari es, bibliographics, indexes, study 
guides, and other relevant books. 

In the future. the Reference Depa1tment, 
wi ll likely purchase more on line materials, 
including c-books, than print ones. Just as 
indexes and bibliographies are easier to use as 
online resources, so too are encyclopedias, 
dictiona1ies and other traditional reference 
resources. Most students are already on the 
web. and we need to meet them where they are 
with authoritative and reliable sources. 

First Year Library Orientation Site in Blackboard 

Diane Skorina worked with Instruct ional Tech­
nologist Jean Bennett - whose office is conven­
ientl y located on the 3rd Floor of Myrin - over 
the summer to set up a First-Year Library Orien­
tat ion si te in Blackboard. This site is intended to 
introduce new students to the Library, and in­
cludes how-to information , a brief tutorial on the 
differences between using the Web and Google, 
staff photos and biographies , and pictures of Li­
brary sponsored events. Th is special s ite is ti ed 
into the general Fi rst Year Blackboard Orienta-

tion , and presents releva nt informati on in a 
way that is easier for First- Yea r Students to 
explore than the webs ite. 

Diane and Jean also included 4 vi deos on 
Plagiaris m and how to avoid it. One vi deo 
shows a group of First-Years talking about 
plagiarism and its consequences, and another 
features Professors Ross Doughty, Robin 
Clouser, and Robert Daw ley talking about the 
same issues from the faculty perspective. 
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New in the library, cont'd 

Basement of Myrin, replacing them with 4 new 
desktop workstations. Survey results from the 
Spring 2006 Library survey indicated that the 
maj ority of students and faculty on camp us 
didn ' t use the lab vc1y much. 

This summer, 
the room bene­
fited from some 
cosmetic im­
provements that 

prints. This wonderful electronic resource pro­
vides access to everything printed in Ameri ca 
from 1639 to 1800 - and now you can fi nd it 
all! A search in the Catalog on "Early Ameri-
can lmp1i nts" will allow you to browse these 

rnate1ials, and each record contains a di rect 
link to the digital document. 

NEW CATALOG POTENTI ALLY CO MING IN 2009 
Myrin' s catalog has served the Library 

and the campus well over the past 19 years, 
wi ll make it more •••!:: .. ....,.~• ,---- -1 and now exc iting changes are corning. Sir­
suited to teaching ......... 
and learning. 
Facil it ies Ser-
vices removed 

The New Teaching Space in Myrin 030 

the foam from the walls and re-painted. Librar­
ia n Diane Skorina and ILL Supervisor Sarah 
Penniman worked with Instructional Technolo­
gists Jean Bennett & Tori Waskiewicz to rear­
range the tables into pods where students can 
sit together, work together, and comfortably 
use their laptops. We hope to sec some faculty, 
staff and students in Research and IT Work-
shops in the new space! 

PERIODICALS A-Z LISTING 
Starting this Fall. Myrin will have an A-Z 

listing of most of the electron ic journals ava il­
ab le in the library. Sec the link on the website 
for this much needed improvement, wh ich will 
allow you to search through Myrin's many 
Journal Titles to fi nd the ones you need and the 
ones you didn' t know we had. Contact Kerry 
Gibson for more info1mation at kgibson or ext. 
2460. 

EARLY AMERICAN IMPR INTS SERIES l CATALOGED 
Myrin has added over 30,000 catalog records 

for the primary sources of Early American Im-

siDynix Corporati on is discontinuing sup­
po11 for ORA in Febrnary of 2009, which 
means that Myrin must migrate all of its 
information to a new system. This will re­

quire a significant investment of time and 
money. but the new technology will catapult 
Myrin and its ability to support the extensive 
amount ofresearch at Ursinus College into the 
2 1st Century. 

SirsiDynix's new catalog system, call ed 
Symphony, will great ly improve the search 
capabi lities and display properti es of the cata-
log. Symphony w ill allow Myrin to streamline 
its technical services processes by combining 
acquisitions, cataloging, circul ation and serials 
management into one centralized computer 
system. Symphony a lso serves as a Content 
Management system for the Library, and will 
potenti ally a llow us to create online subj ect 
guides for each academic discipline. 

The migration to the new system and staff 
tra ining are tentati vely set to take place in the 
Summer of 2008. For more information, sec 
http ://wv.w.si rsi dyn ix.comlSol ut ions/Products/ 
integratedsystems. php or contact David Mill. 

Liai sons Dia ne Skorina is the Liaison 
for: 

David Mill is the Liaison 
fo r: 

Charlie Jamison is th Liai­
son for: 

Art & Art History 
Envi ronmental Studies 
Phi losophy & Religion 

Kerry Gibson is the Liaison 
fo r: 

Dance/Theater 
Government Documents 
Modem Languages 
Music 

African American Studies 
American Studies 
C la~si cs 

Business & Economics 
East Asian Studies 
Education 
English 
Exercise & Sport Science 
Gender & Women Studies 
History 
Media & Communications 
Politics & JR 
Socio logy/ Anthropology 

Biochemistry 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Math and Computer Science 
Neuroscience 
Phys ics 
Psychology 
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Sirsi s Symphony 
platform.for the 

catalog will cata­
pult Myrin into the 
21st Century with 
its new features. 



Myrin library, 
Ursinus College 

601 E. Main Street 
Collegeville, PA 19426 

(610) 409-3000 
Director's Office: ext. 2243 

Circulation: ext. 2290 
Reference: ext. 2283 

E-mail: library@ursinus.edu 

, .....•...........•.......... , 
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The Myrin library News 
is a publication of the 

Myrin Library at Ursinus College 

Director: Charles A. Jamison 

Editor: Dione Skorino 

Web Edition: Dione Skorino & 

David Mill 

Upcoming Events: First Fridays & Exhibits 
Myrin has an exciting line-up 
of First Friday Events this fall. 
The events begin at 3 p.m. in 
Jazzman's Cafe. Stay tuned 
for e-mail updates: 

October 5: WH YY TV-
12 broadcaster Ed Cunning­
ham will speak about his Phila­
delphia documentaries. 

November 2: Dr. F. Donald 
Zucker, Emeritus, Political 
Science, will read from and 
talk about his two books, I 
Remember Trieste: a Post 
World War II Army Memoir 
and I'm Still Here: Incidents 
From his life starting with the 
First Grade. 

December 7: 2nd Annual 
Holiday Celebration and Sing­
a-Long Jed by Tech Services 

Librarian Kerry Gibson. Students 
& Faculty are invited to perform! 
The session concludes with Kerry 
leading the audi­
ence in holiday 
songs. 

Exhibits: 
Lobby cases: 
Summer Fellows 
Papers on dis­
play for Septem­
ber! 

2nd Floor Archives 
Exhibit: 

Ed Cunningham 

Football Season is here! Photos 
and memorabilia from Ursinus 
football teams of old are on dis­
play. Check out the football from 
the November 12, 1932 game 
where Ursinus defeated Swarth­
more, 20-0. 

Staff Recommendations 

The Myrin Library News 
Page 4 
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When a recommendation is available in the library, the ca ll number and noor location are noted afler the title. 

Diane Skorina recommends If On a Winter's Night, A Traveler by halo Calvino [3rd Fir, 853.9 14 

Cl39i l) , her new favoti te book. She hasn' t liked a book this much since she read Lolita nearly 10 
years ago. 

While doing research for a journal article on Southern Rock music, Library Director Charlie Jami­
son recently read Midnight Riders: The Sto1y of The Allman Brothers Band by Scott Freeman and 
Skydog: The Duane Allman Story by Randy Poe. Both arc recommended to anybody interested in 
this genre of American popular music. 

David Mill recommends Ian McEwan 's Saturday 13rd Fir, 823 .914M158s). This novel documents , in 
extraordinary detail , a single, unsettling day in the life of a London neurosurgeon. It is a wonderfully 
written work, both suspenseful and revealing. David read McEwan all summer. 

FROM THE STACKS 
.2 Greetings Fellow Bibliophiles! The summer has given me ample opportu-

""" • , 11111 g n.ity to read! The first book I am going to review is 50111.ething Borrowed by 
i." ,

0 
..... · ,l Emily Giffin (St. Martin's Press 2005). This book tells the story of two best 

friends, Rachel and Darcy, who have known each other since grade 
school. The night of Rachel's 30lh birthday, she starts to think about when 
she and Darcy looked forward to turning thirty. Rachel had wanted a 
house with a white picket fence, 2.5 kids and maybe a dog or two. She has 
none of this. Darcy, on the o ther hand, has an exciting, fast-paced PR ca-

reer and a wonderful fiance named Dexter, who Rachel had introduced to Darcy seven 
years previous. The main plot revolves around the fact that Rachel has slept with Dexter. 
As the story progresses, a clearer picture of the relationship between Rachel and Darcy 
develops. Before I started this book, I thought for sure I would be firmly on Darcy's side 
and absolutely appalled at Rachel. Surprisingly, this did not turn out to be the case. This 
book delves into what friendship really is and what it means, and I guarantee it will make 
you look more closely at the friends you have. I suggest reading this book over a weekend, 
because you will not be able to put it down! As always if there is a book you think I should 
review, e-mail me at Lisa kmann@ursinus.edu . Until then Happy Reading! 
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