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Contributors to this Issue
J. RITCHIE GARRISON, Greenville, Massachusetts, is
,a member of the staff of Historic Deerfield, Inc., and a
doctoral student in the American Civilization Department at
the University of Pennsylvania. His paper on Battalion Day
was done for the Seminar in Pennsylvania German Ethnography.
DR. MAC E. BARRICK, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, is Professor of Spanish at Shippensburg State College. A member
of the Editorial Committee of Pennsylvania Folklije, he has
contributed a lengthy series of articles on the folklore and
folklife of his native area, the Cumberland Valley of Pennsylvania.
MIRIAM PITCHON, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, took her
undergraduate degree at the University of Michigan. She
holds an M.S. in Education from the University of Pennsylvania, where she is currently a graduate student in the
Department of Folklore and Folklife, in addition to teaching
at the Parkway High School in Philadelphia. Her paper in
this issue was done in connection with the Seminar on
Pennsylvania German Ethnography.
DONALD E. TAFT, East Hickory, Pennsylvania, is a native
of Forest County, Pennsylvania, which is his subject in this
issue. He writes us that he is retired from a career in the
U.S. Forest Service, and lives today in the house where he
was born.
DR. MAURICE A. MOOK, Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, who
died in 1973, was for some years a member of the Editorial
Committee of Pennsylvania FolkliJe, and contributed to our
pages articles on bread baking, halloween customs, and Amish
nicknames.
We publish his article on the Big Valley
Amish of Central Pennsylvania as our tribute to his life
and work. It appeared originally in the Lycoming College
Magazine, XXIV:5 (May 1971), 1-5.
DR. JOHN A. HOSTETLER, Willow Grove, Pennsylvania,
is Professor of Anthropology and Sociology at Temple University, and the author of many studies of Amish life, including the classic Amish Society (The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1968). It is appropriate that in this issue
he shares with our readers his tribute to the teacher and
mentor at the Pennsylvania State University who influenced
his work in its formative stages - Professor Maurice A . Mook.
STEPHANIE FARRIOR, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is a
graduate student in American Civilization at the University
of Pennsylvania. In her contribution to this issue she analyzes
travel accounts dealing with German emigrants in America
in the 18th and 19th Century . The paper was prepared in
connection with the Seminar in Pennsylvania German Ethnography at the University of Pennsylvania.
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Battalion Day:
Militia Exercise and Frolic
in Pennsylvania Before the Civil War
By J. RITCHIE GARRISON

Battalion day was a stable institution in the life
of Pennsylvania communities from the end of the
Revolution to the Civil War. Like Easter, the harvest, and maple sugaring, it occurred each year
with regularity. It provided the members of a community a chance to put down the common everyday
work and get together, to rejuvenate and refres h
themselves and their socia l bonds. While the day
originated as a legally mandated time for practicing
the techniques of war, it became in addition a day
of pleasure, dance, revelry , and, as so me accused it,
of pernicion. Battalion Day, like the state militia
system of the post-revolutionary period, ended during
the bloody, tragic years of the Civil War , but the
community gatherings continued on for some time,
fulfilling almost ritualistically the social need s of
people to interact with one another.
The militia system of the revolutionary period
resulted from the exigencies of a national militia
system and the hazy jurisdictional boundaries of
state and republic.
Pennsylvania's militia system
after the Revolution was founded on the State Constitution of 1783. This constitution was amended,
added to, revised, and argued about for years afterward, but the structure of the system remained
essentially intact from 1783 until 1862.
The importance of the militia system was underscored by the uncertain roles of the states and the
Union in defense against foreign aggression. This,
combined with the fear of standing armies among
many people of the time and the feeling that the
newly independent states had to organize some system
of defense that would be ready when needed, conditioned the thinking of the men constructing the
constitutions. The image of the minuteman, of the
ordinary farmer or working man, ready in an emergency with his gun to defend his state, was accepted
by many and held to, despite the dear price it exacted
during the War of 1812 when the untrained, poorly
led militiamen were too often unprepared for dis ~
ciplined British troops. I

Chapter I, section 13, of the State Constitution
stated, "That the people have a right to bear arms
for the defense of themselves, and the state; and as
standing armies in the time of peace, are dangerous
to liberty, they ought not to be kept up:
And
the military should be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by the civil power." 2 Further
on the Constitution provided that, "The Freemen of
this commonwealth and their so ns shall be trained
and armed for its defense . . ." 3 These were
the guiding ideals of the militia system . From them
a host of statutes and amended statutes arose to give
both the milita and Battalion Day form.
LAWS R EGARD IN G THE MILITIA

The laws regulating the militia were so mewhat complex, not because they were inherently difficult to
understa nd, but because they were amended fairly
frequentl y.
The core of the statutes and their
amendments was the organizational structure of the
militia and the regulations involving mu sterings.
These changed little during the years prior to the
Civil War.
The state was divided into sections called Divisions
for militia service. Apportioned by the population
of the counties, the state had sixteen divisions: 1st)
Philadelphia and County; 2nd) Bucks and Montgomery Counties; 3rd) Chester and Delaware Counties;
4th) Lancaster County; 5th) York and Adams Counties;
6th) Dauphin, Lebanon, Berks, and Schuylkill
Counties; 7th) Northampton, Pike, and Lehigh Counties; 8th) Northumberland, Union, Columbia, Luzerne,
Susquehanna, and Wayne Counties; 9th) Lycoming,
Potter, M 'Kean, Bradford, and Tioga Counties; 10th)
Mifflin, Centre, Huntingdon, and Clearfield Counties;
11th) Cumberland, Perry and Franklin Counties; 12th)
Bedford, Somerset, and Cambria Counties; 13th)
Westmoreland and Fayette Counties; 14th) Washington and Greene Counties; 15th) Allegheny, Armstrong, Indiana, and Jefferson Counties; and j blll)
Beaver, Butier, Mercer, Crawford, Erie, Venango, and
Warren Counties."
Obviously so me of the more
'ConslilUlion

of Ihe Commonweallh

of Pennsylvania,

pp.

9,10.
I The
Cons!i!Ulion of !he Commonweallh of Pennsylvania as
ESlablished by Ihe General Conven lion (Philadelphia, 1784), 9-11 ;
Char les M. Wiltse, The New Nalion, 1800- 1845, The Making 01
America Series, ed. David Donald (New York, 1964), p. 46 .

2

' /b ir/. p.ll.
' John Puruon, A Digesl of Ihe Laws of Pen nsylvania from
Ihe Yea, 11UU 10 Ihe 16111 Day of Jun e 1836, 5th ed. (philadelphia,
Itl37), p . 691.

sparsely settled divisions had the added incon enience
of a long trip for some when Battalion Day arrived,
whi le for the men of the more densely settled divi ion,
Batta lion parades might be reasonably near.
Each Di vision had two Brigades, although provision
was made by law for a third if in the opinion
of the maj or and brigadier it was warranted. Within
the Brigade there were to be three to five regiment,
equal in strength . The law is ca ll ed for a minimum
of 700 men in a Regi ment , and at least 2100 men
in a Brigade, and allotted at state expense a tand of
co lo r for each regi ment. S
The lower part of this military hi erarchy was subordinate to the Regiment. Two of three Battalio ns
composed a Regiment, and four to six Companie
made up a Battalion. These lower orders of military
strength were the groups around which most of the
militia exercises were oriented, for men drill ed first
in companies and then in battalions.
All white
males who had resided in the state for one month
and were between the ages of 18 and 45 were eli gible
for service in the militia . Some exemptions were
li sted, most of which were based on employment in
the Federal Government. Mini sters, school teachers
under employment for one year or more, members
of the board of health, judges, mayors, sa ilors on
active duty, servants of ambassadors, or poor health
were additional grounds for exemption. 6
' Ibid .. p. 691.
' Ibid., pp. 691,692,724.

Company Captains were required to enroll all tho e
who were subject to duty ometime bet een pril 1
and May 1 every year. In a special book et a ide
for the purpose, the law directed the Captain to
list for each man the name, age, and place of
residence. Falsification of these record or derelict
duty in keeping them was subject to a ten dollar
fine, and the roll of the men in the com pan y actually
on the field on Battalion Day wa to be turned over
to the Brigade Inspector. Volunteer corpsmen naturally
were not repre ented in these rolls but in the one
of their ow n co mpanies of volunteers. '
Command of these groups was organized in a descending network with the Governor as Commanderin-Chief. The Adjutant General served under the
Governor and acted as a kind of military bookkeeper
for which he received a salary of $300 per year. 8
The arrangement of command ran as follows:
Division: I Major General; 2 Aides, (Majors);
1 Division Inspector; 1 Division Quartermaster.
Brigade : I Brigadier General; 1 Aide; 1 Brigade
Quartermaster, (Captain); I Brigade Inspector.
Regiment: I Colonel; I Lieutenant Colonel; 2
Majors; I Surgeon; 2 Surgeon's Mates; 1 Adjutant and I Quartermaster, (1 st Lieutenants);
1 Sergeant Major; 1 Quartermaster Sergeant;
1 Drum Major; I Fife MaJor .
Company: I Captain; list Lieutenant; I 2nd
Lieutenant; 5 Sergeants; 6 corporals; 2 Musicians.
' Ibid., p. 692.
' Ibid., p . 694.

Early American Militia Company, from drawing by George L. Brown, 1835. Editor's collection.
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This, then, was the chain of co mmand in the P en nsylvania Militia. 9
In good American democratic fashion, the men elected their officers. A law of 1828 prescribed that officers were to be elected every seven years, and all militia
men except for volunteers voted fo r their commanders up
to the level of the Brigade's Brigadier General. After their
election, these brigade officers elected the Major General
of the Division in a pattern that resembled that of the
electoral college for the President of the United States. 'o
Volunteers elected their own officers in accordance
with their own regulations, but were entitled to vote
for the Brigade In spector and the Brigadier General.
Other laws carefully directed the legal procedures that
were to be taken if any election should be contested. "
Training occurred in both Companies and Battalions.
Companies trained on the first Monday in May each
year, ". . . and the battalion parades and trainings
shall commence on the seco nd Monday in May , in
every year, and shall continue in order as the Brigade
Inspector shall direct, on every day of the week, except Sunday, until all the battalions of the Brigade
shall have paraded." 12 The law also provided that a
month's notice of the trainings would be widely publicized by the Brigade Inspector. The Colonel of each
regiment attended the training of one Battalion and
the Lieutenant Colonel was to attend the other Battalion's training. Company training was more flex ibly arranged. Approval by the Regimental Commander and ten days prior notice was sufficient to
organize company drills. I ]
Attendance was mandatory at trammg. Anyone
refusing or failing to attend " . . . without good and
sufficient arms ... " was fined according to his rank. '4
Field officers were fined $5, staff officers or company
captains $3, subaltern officers (i.e, corporals, surgeons,
musicians) $2, and everyone else $1. Fines were a
sensitive item, and exceptions for special circumstances
were available. The law generously provided that
" .. . if the field officers of the company shall be of
the opinion that any militia man could not procure
arms, he shall not be fined for appearing without
them."' l Evidently this was one loophole in the law
that was liberally used. ' 6 In addition to the provision
for suitable arms, the state expected that an officer
would provide his own uniform; if he did not, he was
fined. 17
' Ibid., p.694 .
" Ibid., pp.694-698 .
" Ibid., p. 698.
" Ibid., p. 699 .
" Ibid., p. 700.
" Ibid., p. 700.
" Ibid., p. 700.
" See the Diary of lames L. Morris, May 12, 1837; thi s particular
selection was reprinted in The Pennsylvania Dutchman, IV : 4
(March 1953), 4. Morris' description left little doubt that men
appeared at the exercises without proper arms, but with the
exception of absences there are few indications in the newspapers
of the period that men were ever fi ned for such infractions.
" Purdon, A Digest of the Laws . .. 1836, p. 700.
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Fines co uld be appea led before a co urt of appeals
which wa composed of a gro up of commissioned
officers empowered to remit the fi nes of those who
were absent for rea o ns of sick ness, emergency, or
other extenuati ng ci rcumstances . Fines were co llected through the co unty sheriff who ha nded out writs
to co llectors. Those who refused o r co uld not pay
the fines might have their property attached. IS
Overseeing th e smooth operation of the militi a exercises was the Brigade In spector. Hi duti es includ ed
the annual inspection of batta li ons or regiments, direction and publication of the time and place of meeting, the furni shin g of th e details of in pection and
the results of bri gade electio ns to the Adjutant General, and a great deal of paper work. In add ition the
Brigade In spector was to procure the necessary" ...
co lors, drums, fifes, trumpets, and bugles, keep a n
account of money a nd fines, and settle acco unts with
the auditor genera l." '9 In compensation for the e
duti es, the Brigade Inspector received $75 for the fi rst
three regiments, and $50 for each additional one. 20
VOLUNTEE RS

Volunteer troops supplemented the regular militia ,
and gave the men of th e co mmunity an alternative
to service in the infantry, for the artillery and the cavalry troops were volunteers. In practice the vo lunteers were allied to the regular militia system and followed most of the militia' s legal guidelines with a few
important exceptions. Yet because they were volunteers, there was somewhat more freedom in the way
their system worked than for the regular troops.
The chain of command in the volunteer troops
varied among the companies depending upon the type
of troops . These positions were as follows:
Cavalry: I Captain; I I st Lieutenant; 1 2nd Lieutenant; 1 Coronet; I Quartermaster Sergeant;
4 Sergeants; 4 Corporals; 1 Trumpeter; 1 Saddler; 1 Farrier; 1 Blacksmith; and at least 30
Privates.
Artillery : 1 Captain; list Lieutenant; 1 2nd Lieu tenant; 1 Quartermaster Sergeant; 4 Corporals;
2 Musicians; and at least 40 Artificers or
Privates.
Infantry:
I Captain; list Lieutenant; 1 2nd
Lieutenant; 4 Sergeants; 4 Corporals; 1 Bugler;
and at least 40 Privates.
Riflemen: set up like the infantry.
Volunteer troops were recognized by law as early
as 1788 and were in existence prior to that time.
The tendency to become top heavy with men sporting
fancy command titles was the reason the positions
of command were so carefully spelled out in the
1828 laws. Although the existing volunteer troops
" Ibid., pp . 701 -702.
" Ibid. , pp. 712-713.
" Ibid. , p. 713 .

Fourth oj July Parade showing battalion companies marching. From H. L. Fischer, ' S All M arr ick- H au
( York, Pennsylvania, 1879).
could retain their officers as they stood in that
year, after 1828 the officer rank of the volunteer
troops were to be reduced by attrition until the
legally mandated levels of command positions were
reached. 21
Like the regular militia troops, officers were
Similarly the volunteer
elected to their po itions.
troops were organized into volunteer regiments, battalions and brigade, with the command above the
brigade level being assumed by the regular militia
command . Volunteer trained more frequently than
militia troops, however, meeting normall y three times
a year. One of these times of course wa on Battalion
Day, while the other times were decided by the
volunteers them elves. One popular day for these
additional meetings was July 4th, wh en the volunteers
were afforded an opportunity to sh.)w off their
unIform and participate in the Independence festivitie.
The final day of training was usually
" Ibid. , pp . 704-708; Alexander J a me Da llas , Laws of {he
COllllllonlVeall/1 oj Pen nsylvania 1781- 1790, II (Philadelphia,
1793) , 105- 110, 57~- 581. One law ci ted was enutled ·' An Additional
Supplement to the Act for the Regu lati on of the Mili tia of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylva nia pa ed March 22, 1788, " and aid:
And Whereas so me of the militia of thi state have volu nt ari ly
formed them selves into companies of light-armed infantry, and
have attached th emse lves to battalions from whi ch they have been
respect ively formed, a nd others . . . ma y be desirous of
formin g like Companies from o th er Ballalions: Th erefore . . . it
hall and may be lawful for the volunteers co mposi ng aforesa id
companies of li ght infantry .. . to be attached to and act with
th e Ballalion from which they are or shall be formed, a nd shall
be subject to like rul es a nd regulation s as th e other militia of
thi s state.

scheduled sometime in September or October. Volunteer not belonging to a regiment or battalion trained
with the militia regiments at the annual exercise, and
on their own the other times. 22
Although only the officers of the regular militia
were required to appear at the battalion exercise
in uniform, the volunteer troops were all expected
to provide their uniform s and to train in them.
Volunteer troops and officers were held personally
re pon sible for lheir own uniform s and equipment,
but in certain circumstances the state stepped in to
provide special needs. The Commonwealth furni hed
artillery, pikes, and similar accoutrement for which
the volunteers were to provide ecurity and any
maintenance that might be necessa ry. The uni forms
the men wore were upposed to conform as nearly as
po sible to the fa hion of the United States Army
which was the lodestone for the proper deportment
of the volunteer troups. One final difference between
the volunteer and the regular militia was that a
man in the volunteer troops was only required to
erve a minimum of seven years; most of them appear
to have served much longer. 23
" Purdon , A Digesl oj Ihe Laws . . . 1836, pp. 708-709;
Th e Free Press of Lancaster ca rried advertiseme nts for meetings.
ee April 27, 1820, June 29, 1820, a nd O ctober 26, 1820; The
Jun e 29th item read: " Altention: City Guards. Will a semble
in complete uniform at the Co urt House, on Tuesda y nex t, July
4th , at 9 o'clock, AM, precisely, provi ded with 18 rounds of
blank cartridge, in o rd er to celebrate the a nni ve rsary of our
National Independence."
" Purd on,A DigeslojlileLalVs ... 1836, pp. 7 10-7 11.
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OTHER LEGAL PROV IS IO S

Music was an integral part of battalion exercises
for both the vo lunteers and the regular militia. No
matter what kinds of instruments actually appeared
on Battalion Day, the law made room for only those
instruments considered appropriate to the military
fas hion of the day. The cavalry troops had a trumpeter, while the infantry and artillery were entitled
to a fife and drum. Young boys, under the legal
age of enrollment, were permitted to act as mu sicians
with the consent of their parents or guardian, but
were otherwise prevented from serving in the militia.
While these musical instruments did serve as a decoration, they were also intended to act as a signalling
device by which orders could be communicated to
large groups of men. In the case of the militia the
function was more likely that of entertainment and
morale building. Musicians also were di stinguished
from the troops by the fact that they were paid at
the rate of $1 per day for their services.24
The militia' s reputation for rowdiness led to a number of legal amendments designed to curb the worst
abuses of discipline.
Fines for infractions were
backed up by the threat of court martialing. Civilians were ordered to keep clear of militia mu sterings,
and the military authorities were empowered to detain offending civilians during the time of the
exercises and the parade. Interfering civilians could
also be fined for a variety of offenses, perhaps
the most serious of which was the selling of liquor
to the troops on parade. 2l
It shall be unlawful for any person or persons,
within half a mile of the limits prescribed by
any commanding officer, for the parade of his
regiment, battalion, or compan y of volunteers or
militia, to set up, or have any booth, or stand,
to dispose of any kind of liquor, or di spose of
the same by gift, sale, or in any manner whatever, without the consent of such commanding
officer, except at stores or licensed inns. 26

Intoxication was no doubt a serious problem at many
militia musterings and accounted for the specific nature
of this law, but in fact the lawmakers could do little
to prevent the imbibing that went on long before
the parade. Fights, riots and disorderly volleys fired
off into the air occurred despite the best efforts to
the contrary. 2 7
While the militia was set up as a defense for the
state, actual service in fighting was the subject of
numerous restrictions, guarantees, and obligations.
" Ibid., pp . 712-715.
" Ibid. , p. 717 .
" IDld. , p . 717 .
" Miner's Journal, from Pottsville, Pennsylvania, May 26, 1827 :
"In fact soldiering has very little to do with the day. Discipline,
order, and subordination, are by co mmon consent banished from
the field, and lost in the din of shooting, hooting, drinking ,
and dancing."
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Service of the militia on duty was limited to three
mo nth s unless there were a natio nal emergency. A full
yea r's service under the U.S. Governm ent obliged
the sta te to provide militiamen with a complete
uniform , " . . . consisting of one cap or hat, one
stock and clasp, one ve t, one uniform coat, two
shirts, one pair of woollen overalls, one pair of
linen overalls, one pa ir of tockings, one pair of
soc ks, one frock, and o ne pair of hoes. " 28 The e
restr iction s on mili tia service once again emphasize
how little enthusiasm existed for anything that resembled a standing army.
OBJ ECT IO S To MILITARI SM
Opinion was not unanimously in favor of a militia
at all. A variety of objections were raised against
the sys tem, many of them with moral overtones .
Futhermore, Pennsylvania had a large number of
people who resisted military se rvice on ground of
religious conscience. Quakers, Mennonites, Amish,
and Dunkards rejected service in the militia. The
Quakers in particular had a residue of political
power and the state was forced to acknowledge
objections to service on religiou s grounds. Its answer,
however, was to require objectors to pay $2 to the
county treasurer in lieu of service . Many objected
to the payments on the grounds that it violated the
constitutional rights of Pennsylvania citizens. 29
Typical of the objections raised was a tract published
in 1831, written by Enoch Lewis, a Quaker from
Chester County, entitled Some Observations on the

Militia System, Addressed to the Serious Consideration of the Citizens of Pennsylvania. Lewis decried
the loss of religious scruples against war, and implied
that this loss was partly the result of the withdrawal
of the Society of Friends from positions of power
in the Legislature prior to the Revolution. He continued by stating that the Pennsylvania Constitution
of 1790 gave legal rights to conscientious objection
on religious grounds, and allowed those who objected
to refuse military service without penalty. Arguing
that payment of money to attain exemption was
discriminatory and ruinous to the poor, he unequivocally stated that militia duty was unjust and ridiculous. "Scarcely any person acquainted with the subject pretends to believe that militia trainings, as
practiced in this state, are anything better than a
ridiculous farce. " 30
To buttress his observations Lewis resorted to the
time-honored method of citing expert opinion. He
quoted General T. Cadwalader as saying, "I do not
consider frequent musters as advantageous to the
" Purdon, A Digest of the Laws . .. 1836, p . 717.
" Ibid. , p. 724.
"Enoch Lewis, Some Observations on the Militia System,
Addressed to the Serious Consideration oj the Citizens of Pennsylvania (Phil adelnhi a, 1831) , p. 24.

great body of the militia.
0 correct in truction i
received at such mu ters, and the effect on the morals
of the peop le is positi vely injuriou " 11
Colonel
H . J. William s noted that "all the mu ter at
which I have been present, so far from being 'adva ntageous' were always scenes of the lowest and mo t
destructive di sipation, where nothing was to be
acquired but the most perniciou habits." 32
B ATIALfO

D AY

Such adverse opinions were not the whole story
of militia training or of Battalion Day.
In fact
Batta li on Day wa almost incidentally a da y of
military traIn ing. It becomes a day of community
fe tival, and a day in which the co mmuni ty set aside
what it was doing and got together as a group to
celebrate in the tradition of European folk fe tival .
" The who le co untry is gathered together, men a nd
wo men, boys and girls, o ld and youn g, meet and
dance, romp, drink, fight and 'cut up high' ." ll
Th e day bega n at da ybreak and so metimes earli er
a men a nd their families began arrivi ng in the a rea
des ignated by the Brigade Inspector fo r the exercise ,
usually o ne of the principal towns . Between seven
and eight o'clock in the morning the "hop esa"
or dan ce began . Each tavern would have one o r mo re
fiddlers and the young people bega n to dance three
or six handed reels. One de cription of the dance went
a follow s:
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C()H!ofl~ITY
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PlI'r loci t c I nspl!'ctlon of Ar •• and Orilla by the Sll'! autalton,
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I1 ll ltl.

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS , THREE DAYS
Sunday, ",ugun hd.
n

fr i day Evenin g Auguat 1st.
Fei ck F.mlly
Pl!'nna-Dutch Jlg~l!'rs

Satu r day Au g ust 2nd.
HlI' l delbll' r ll Polka a.-nd ( Afternoon)
RlI'hreraburg Band ([venlng)

Horning . 10:)0. Union Church Servic e at ChU TCh
A(t"Tnoon and Ev!!'nlng __
Johnnl", Sch",okers - P",nna-Outch Sons'
Antlqul!' C.tr Shov - Pfnn.-o...tch Liar. Conu~.t
I),ay on the farm Pag",ant by Onlebunl!'lI' Crangl'"
HdfclHngll'T's Dutch Sand
Surdu$t 5uenadeu

(Ad.lsslon by Donatlc>n. to all ",v",nts , thTlI'1I' days)
P<I!'nnsylYilnt. Du~ch Foocb Se r yed R..in or Sh ~ne - Food, Prep.lred by F.. rlller,· \Jives of The Shllrtlesyille Crilnge
Halll and String Beans -- Chicke n lind HOIllr- '1,de Pot-P i e
!laked Coods by t...adiu' Culld of St "Ilchilel ' , Church
Funnel ClIi(U by \'Irglnvlllf Cnnllf
COl-'Tlr>tJOUS txHlB I TlON OF PE.I-S5YLVANIA-DCTCH ARTS AND CRAnS \.lOR)(
Appl .. Butte r Cooktn~ -- Blacks.lth -- Oufltlng -- Spinning ,nd WeaYlng -- Kni tt in g
Sheep ShurlnR -- Crain Thr eshing "1th Stu. Engine -- Hell: Sign PlIlntlng .nd HeUI TrlY lt ,
C.ndlt "1 aklng -- Leuher Craft' lind Tooling -- \Jashlng Df'IhOnUntlona -- Hua l \.Io r k1ng
Tln$lII l th -- Pe v te r \.Iare !'laking -- Soap "1i1klnll - - Boasku loIuyln8
-- [g8 Lldy
Bont' Crlndtr -- Co r n Helll Crlndinl\ -- Rug Br aiding -- Tole Ware Painting
Ce r allllc, -- I./ood Ca r Yinll -- Pint T;;r Surnlng -- Ciga r H.aker
Sec a'nd Fnlov An t ique FARM

~CHISERY

DISPLAYS - Far. Anl ... Is

" SADaL I A" I, the Penn'yly.nJiI-Dutch v ord {or the [ngllsh "S.lIll.llon" . iI IIIlltury unit.
Sado l ta 1, p r onounu'd "BA-DOLL-YEo" The Sh.rtlr Yillt' Batt.llon v as one o { ,iIt 8att .. llons
locilted In Se r k. County. {o r p r otectl.'n ilg,ilnst the Indian"
Thl' Hilltl ... callie t o t o u n ' 00
d r illed , hlld ta r gt't p r actice , Inspection ,,( anu and pa r aded, Thl' lIIen pl.yed iI la r g e p .. rt
In t h l' Rt'yolut!ona l' y I./' I' , .. !n I.ter y~.1I" . aft .. r the Indian, h .. d become .01'1' p e ,ceful .
Badolta Day' turned Into .1 big celcb r 3tlon as • local holiday, Tht' B,doUa Days conshud
o f pand e s . tnspectlons . s t ir r ing IIIU.r;tC, dancing. decorative fl'l$ and b e er dri n k in g,
The f ifth a nnual 8.ldo l la o..ys " Ill bt held In Shartlesv ill e again this ye.r . on
AUlu' t

The figure and a el i the \\ ho le fi gure . One
party calls for a gla of ling, todd , or omething of that kind, and placing him elf before
hi partner, gi e her ' a nod', drink fir t himel f and then hand her the gla , he drink
and pa e it to the next gentleman, who goe
up to hi partner and repeat the ceremon .
Thu they drink and dance until the tipulated
number of tune are played, \ hen a fre h party
take the floor and the dance continue 1J

I, 2 and) , after a I~:,se 51_"'_' _" _" _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _- - - '

Some communities ha ve preserved the social side oj
the Ballalion Day (0 the present time. This program
is jar the Shartlesville "Badolia Days, " 1969.

The dancing, courting, go ip, drinking and re elr
cGntinued until it wa time to form the line.
Sometime between 10 and II :00 a .m., compa ni e
fo rmed into orne emb lance of a line, and lhen
marched out of town into a near by field to begin
their exerci es. De cription of thi proce a re difficult to analyse, as the image of the militia o ld ier
and hi training varies considerably.
orne ob er er
account militiamen in advanced tage of shabbine .
These reports depi ct men in all varietie of uniform,
with broom stick for musket, orne with corn ta lk,
others with sticks jammed into the mu zzle of an
ancient pi tol , and still others without any kind of
arms at all. II
Contradictory reports deemphasize the decrepit
appearance of the militia, and co ncentra te on showing
clean, well srubbed men resplendent in their uniform s and polished arms. The e proud and sturdy
patriots take pride in th eir burni shed weapon , their
ca reful trim look, and execute their manoeuvres with
aplomb.
There are elements of truth in both
descriptions .
Volunteer companies especiall y were
careful of their appearance and drill, while so me of
the regular militia may well ha ve matched their seedy
description.
Additionall y there is some evidence
that the militia in the early days did give a poor
showin g, and that over a period of time its appearance, if not its fighting ability, did improve somewhat. 16
Evidently the field exercises consisted of a few
desultory drills, followed by the roll and review by
the Brigade Inspector.
Afterward, the exercises
completed, the troops were marched back into town
and di smissed. Then the real fun began, for the
exercises were followed by " .. . firing guns, routing,
dancing, courting, fighting, and drinking. " 17
" General T . Cadwalader, cited in Lewis, Some Observations . .. ,
p.24 .
" Colonel H . J. Willi ams, ci ted in Lewis, Some Observations . . .,
pp . 24-25 .
" Min er's Journal, May 26, 1827.
" Ibid.
" Ibid.; also ee the diary of James L. Morris of Morgantown,
MS . Berk s Count y Historical Society, May 12, 1837, May 3, 1841 ,
May 10, 1842.
." Examples of this debate are:
Monon L. Montgomery,
History or' Berks County oj Pennsylvama (Philadelphia, 1886),
p.p . 350-354; George Mays, "Battalion Day" in The Pennsylvania
Lierman, IX (1908), 355-358: Raymond W. Albright, Two Centuries
oj Reading Pennsylvania, 1748-1948; A HislOry oj the County
Seat oj Berks Coun ty, (Reading, 1948). pp . 152-155.
" Miner's Journal, May 26, 1827 .
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Stories of Battalion day ranged fro m the sarcastic
to the lugubrious . The Nordwestliche Post of Sunbury recounted one scene of the day o n June 5, 1822:
"When I say 'F ir~ !'"
said a militia ca ptain
recently to hi s company, "then a ll those who have
fi rearms, must shoot (sic); a nd those who have
o nl y sticks a nd co rnstalk s, mu st aim a nd cry
'Boo !' " 38
Another a rticle in the same paper noted that" . .. the
Alert Light Blue Infantry in Bucks County in celebration of the 4th of July ha d 17 regular toa s t~
and fired off 660 shots followed by 107 hu zza hs . " 39
James L. Morri s of Morgantown, Berks Co unty,
wrote in hi s diary May 12, 1837 :
Went to Battalion training at the White Bear.
The Forest Battalion is a motley a ssemblage
armed with clubs, staves etc. - everything but
firelock s, as only could be found in the Caernarvon Company of Militia . There was the usual
quantum of girls, drunken men, quarreling, fiddling, dancing and fighting.
What was rather
odd there were no gamblers, or at least none
following their vocation, not even roulette,
dicetable, or a party at pitchpenny.
There
were also but few settlers [h ucksters].
I saw
but six on the ground. 4 0
All of these d escriptions give part of the feeling
that the day must have had .
Although Battalion day was largely a rural affair,
it was celebrated among several different cultural
traditions . The Germans, the Scotch-Irish, and the
English were all equally the participants in militia
exercises, and they appear to have been equal in their
enthusiasm for Battalion Day as a frolic. One delightful contribution to present knowledge of Battalion
Day was a Pennsy lvania Dutch poem printed in
1851. 41

SUE
Good evening, my Bill, you are here again.
am glad, for I have expected you. Now take a
chair and sit next to me. The stove is warm and
it will be pleasant. I have much news to tell
you about schnitzing and applebutter boiling .
BILL
Be still, my Sue, I don't want to listen to that.
Now just listen here, and don't disturb me .
Yesterday I was in Longstown dressed in a new
uniform. If only you could have seen me - I
looked so nice with a new suit and a feather on
my hat.
At that Battalion was more fun than I could
tell you about in one evening.
About three
hundred soldiers paraded together through the
" Nordwestliche Post, Sunbury, Pennsylva ni a, Jun e 5, 1822.
" Ibid., August 2, 1822.
" James L. Morri s, Diary, May 12,1837 .
" The untransla ted Pen nsylva ni a Dutch versio n of thi s poem is in
M y thank s
to Professo r Don Yoder for hi s assista nce with so me of the
" Dutch" word s .

Th e Pennsylvania Dutchman, II: 5 (J ul y 1950), 7 .
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tow n. You ca n imagine what a row that made.
And when they fired what a no ise it made!
When the captain shouts o ut the order, then you
stand till or march straight ahead. Straight as
a tree the body is held , then yo u lift yo ur
foot and slap it down as if lam e .
Then we went single file into the town. The
girls a ll looked out of the windows and said together that looked so ni ce, the blue trouser and
the red feather s.
Next to the town in that
great field we all stood in a row.
All our
guns and swo rd s flashed.
We looked left so
fiercely as if we wanted to ca pture Mex ico or
cut E ngla nd to shred s. The one with the moustache
over hi s mouth looked down furiously from hi s
horse, but stuck his swo rd out behind. H e had
not blacked hi s boots thi s year ..
There was a company there that had dressed
their hats with tassels. Th e Lewisburg fellows had
straps on their breeches or else the wind would
have already blown them away. The Weirichstown
Company looked so slick, but Old Bea ver was not
far behind. A boy not much higher than the stove
ran about with a flag. Sparks scattered as the
co mmander rode about at full canter.
The
so ldi ers fifed, drum and band, the riders ran
here and there. I can tell you that was a show,
very nea rl y that of the great Battle of Waterloo .
o h~d we only been with Koss uth *, the bloody
RUSSIans would be defeated; we would have tripped
them up, and devoured Austria with hair and
hide . For us that riffraff would be much too
slow, we could thresh them like oats straw !
When we had drilled thoroughly we returned
again to the town. All the streets were filled
with people. Many laughed and many shouted .
Some had drunk too much brandy. There was
a group there from Northumberland with shame
burned on their brows; their faces had not been
shaved for a long time. They behaved themselves
like pigs and asses . From afar could be seen
brandy pox di splayed on their grotesque faces.
In Dry Valley 1 heard it said they had beaten up
people in the street. From whence they all came
is unknown. I think a donkey kicked them out
of the wall. My notion is - you will think so
too - that such rascals should just be strung up
now.
Yes, such a Battalion would be a pleasure if
everything were done with good manners. But
there is so much riffraff that always finds its
way to such affairs. That makes so many shabby
tricks and filth, and keeps much better people
away.

SUE
0, just be quiet about the Ba ttalion! Didn't
you come to romance? Then snuff out the candle
and put yo ur arms around me or I'll go to bed
and you into the street.
'Lo ui s Kossuth was a Hun ga ri an revolutionary leader who inspired many Americans by hi s sta nd in th e Buda pest revo lt of
1848.
Ex pelled from the Austro-Hun ga rian Empire after the
in urrection failed , he visited the United States where he received
man y acco lades .

der, in the Market square,. >i~ l.full
uniff)l'm, with .blue p~taloons, on
Saturday , ., he . ~~nd of February,.
precisely·at, 9, o'ct~k;. Ji.. M·. p~o
vided with t'7 rounds of blank car-

ment wa admiltedly unu ual, but the troop di pia ed
good form when General
infield
ott re\ie\\ed
them on the 23rd, and the ne\ paper triumphantl
claimed that COlt \ a plea ed with the troop'
appearance and di cipline." 5
Hence the characteri tic of Baltalion Da y were
not only tho e of e il ell.ce
and ice.
uch of
the appeal of the day re 01 ed around e changing
family news, dancing, eating, and, for the oung,
meeting eligible partner.
Undeniably there were
unfortunate, even tragic per onal experience on
the day.
The nai e young man fleeced of hi
watch by gambler, exce i e con umption of liquor,
an d the occa ionally brutal fight were all part of
Battalio n Day. Intoxication and gun were al 0 a
so urce of danger a a you ng ma n in Montgomery
County learned. A newspaper article related:

that gav~, bn~tb to".thf1 ~~mo~~fll hero, Gep~ Geo,r ge' W asbih~ton ..
\\
By,o,.-der 'of' t4e c~p-~,
A. D..,Hubley~r; Q. '$ .
rebrfiary .(st; ,8M.: ,:, .>, , :. "~f~ ,

George Miller, son of Peter Miller, late of Upper
Hanover township, . .. after the parade was over,
while sta nding at the end of the tavern, loaded
his gun very heavily; several persons sta nding
nearby, warned him of the danger of firing such
heavy charges but he heeded them not. The gun
burst just below the breech - mangling his hand
in such a manner, that amputation was deemed
necessary. 44

'ArI~TENTION'
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Baltalion Notice from the Unpartheyischer Berichter,
Lebanon, Pennsylvania, February 22, 1823. Editor's
Collection.

Although Sue was not very much interested in
Bill's description of Battalion Day, it was a fair description nevertheless of what went on during the
day. There were indeed many elements of humor
in the day, while at the same time a desire to tone
down some of the extreme examples of debauchery was apparent.
Despite the humor with which some Battalion Days
were caricatured, others, particularly the later Battalion Days, seem to have been more serious affairs
where each resplendent volunteer company tried to
outdo the others in marching, uniforms, and bravado.
The later days in particular exhibited the tendency
to smart uniforms, while in the early days only the
officers wore uniforms to distinguish them from the
privates . 42
Evidence of this more disciplined and
more reputable militia mustering was manifested in
the special week long muster held outside of Reading
during May 18 - 25, 1842. This week-long encamp"Albright, Two Centuries oj Reading . .. , p. 152; Mays, "Battalion
Days," pp. 355-358.
"Montgomery, History oj Berks County in Pennsylvania, pp.
349-353.

Despite these incidents, Battalion Day was a time
for the entire family. Children, infants, youth, adults
and the old came and stayed and enjoyed themselves,
often waiting until late at night before returning
home.
Interestingly, the day's festivities survived the passing
of the actual parades.
Phebe Earle Gibbons in
Pennsylvania Dutch and Other Essays described the
persistence of the frolic as late as the 1870's.
The battalion (Pennsylvania Dutch, Badolya?)
is an annual day of joy and festivity in Berks
County. The annual training, which gave the
name to the day, has long since been given up,
but still just before hay-making the landlords
of county towns such as Kutztown or Hamburg
will advertise they will hold the annual battalion
(without any soldiers}.45
Undoubtedly the continuation of Battalion Day
was encouraged by the tavern keepers, and town inn
proprietors, but the really crucial point is that the
day was still a significant occasion.
Born out of
the desire for a trained militia, and directed by
state law until 1862, the importance of the day as
a military event was replaced by a time of community group feeling and festivity.
The military
exercises became an excuse for something much deeper.
"Montgomery Watchman. June 4, 1851.
"Phebe Earle Gibbons, Pennsylvania Dutch and Other Essays
3rd. ed . (Philadelphia, 1882), p. 424.
'
"Ibid., p . 424.
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German advertisements for militia exercises from the
Wahrer Demokrat und Volks-Advokat, Lebanon.
Pennsylvania, April 26, 1844. Editor's CollectIOn.
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Lewis Miller Drawing of York County Militia, with list of militiamen in the Company of Captain William Rease.
Courtesy of the Historical Society of York County.
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Little seemed to have changed in Gibbons' description from those of earlier years. People whooped
it up, elders chatted, and the young, sustained by
exuberance, stayed up late to dance. "Roving gamblers
also visit the battalion; and many an unwary youth
has lost all hi s money earned by hard work, and,
after that was gone, has striven to better his fortune,
but un successfully, by giving up hi s watch."46
It was this aspect of play that was at the sa me
time the reason for the vitality of the day and its
persistence. The frolic that was identified in rural
areas with Battalion Day served as a revitalizing
spirit within the community. In effect it was a day
of liminality, a time when the normal social structural
forces no longer operated and were suspended temporarily.4 7 A further force was at work, however, in
this period of liminality which is perhaps best characterized as a spirit of community identity in which
perso nal and individual psychological barriers are
broken down for a time and replaced by a deep sense
of oneness among men.
This feeling of common
identity, of brotherhood ". . . becomes, for the
groups and individuals within structured systems, a
means of binding diversities together and overcoming
cleavages. "48
Of course this did not mean that the cleavages
in the community were done away with or that the
day was one of peace and harmony. The accounts
of fighting and brawling destroy such an image. Yet
even with the fighting and brawling, the drunkenness and
the disorderliness of the day, the society of the community
was mixed up in ways that would not have occurred
in ordinary daily living. The expression of human
emotions held in by the normal pattern of cultural
restriction on behavior was for a time loosed, played
out in human drama, and then reintegrated into the
society. That society could then go on and function
in the same structural way it had before but secure in
having relieved some of the tensions which inevitably
built Up.4 9
A few sarcastic observers who deplored the revelry
and immorality that they perceived in the day cannot
obscure the essential nature of community spirit
and identity that Battalion Day nourished. When the
day ended, normally accepted social behavior was
returned to its rightful place, and the community of
people that had partaken its experiences could face
with satisfaction the strictures of everyday living.
The strictures were essential in making life run
smoothly; the frolics like Battalion Day made the behavioral system vital and new again.
" For a more expanded treatment of the concept of liminality
see; Victor W . Turner, The Ritual Process, Structure and Antistructure (Chicago, 1969).
"Victor W. Turner, Dramas, Fields, and Metaphors, Symbolic
Action in Human Society (Ithaca, 1947), p. 206.
"Ibid., pp. 24, 39, 46,110,169,196,206.
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.In the end the militia system passed from the scene,
outmoded by the needs of a large highly industrialized
modern war.
When that war ended in 1865, the
urgency that had led Revolutionary leaders to found
a citizen militia was gone. War was no longer the
affair of the militia/ minuteman figure, but that of
an enormous, costly, disciplined machine of destruction
which often had left little remaining in its wake.
Sherman's march to the seas was a graphic example
of what a modern total war was like, and it wa
not undertaken by a group of soldier farmers who
trained rather haphazardly a few times a year. The
set of circumstances that led to militia trainIng in
the Constitution of 1783 was replaced by a new
pattern of thought after the Civil War. Mandatory
militia service was replaced along with it by a people
who had seen enough war and soldiering to last a
lifetime.
What remained was perhaps the real meaning of
Battalion Day. It was the community, and the feeling
of community, that indefinable sense of oneness
among men, that was the deeper, enduring purpose
of Battalion Day. All of the Enoch Lewises and
General Cadwaladers in Pennsylvania could not have
suppressed that.
For if militia exercises had not
provided such an ideal opportunity for community
involvement and revitalization, then surely something
else would have.
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Folklore in the Library:
Cherished Memories of Old Lancaster
By MAC E. BARRICK

A Spanish proverb holds that "There's no book so
bad but has some good in it." J Perhaps nowhere can
this maxim be applied so well as the writings of many
of Pennsylvania 's early self-styled local historians,
which at their worst are little more than lists of successive inhabitants of each of the homesteads in a
community and even at their best are often pretty dull
stuff. William Riddle' s Cherished Memories of Old
Lancaster - Town and Shire (Lancaster: lntelligencer
Printing House, 1910) lies someplace in the middle.
Riddle, like many local memorialists, was a schoolteacher, members of that profession apparently being
the most likely to have the time, education or burning
desire to produce a detailed account of the passi ng
scene of their time. Unfortunately, perhaps as a result
of his pedagogical experience, Riddle's literary characteristics represent the epitome of that elegant era when
elaborate bombast was considered the zenith of epistolaryendeavor.
The first half of the book describes life in Lancaster
in the 1840's. The most interesting part involves the
description (often with accompanying photographs)
of peddlers, scissors grinders, blind beggars, black
banjo players and other street figures found in Lancaster
of the day. A brief sojourn in Virginia during his
youth provided Riddle with an opportunity to observe
and describe the celebration of Easter and Christmas
there. The latter part of Cherished Memories is concerned with his first teaching position in the rural Amish
schools in the "up" country of Lanl-aster County.
This section, interesting as it is for the student of the
early Pennsylvania German culture, is marred by the
author's attempt to reproduce the local speech, often
in the form of sight-dialect rather than in consistently
accurate phonetic misspellings . The result is a mixture
sounding sometimes Jjke Dutch, other times like Irish
or Negro . Witness the following description of a visit
to Philadelphia:
1Attributed to Pliny (Epistles,
iii . 5), the phrase appears in the
picaresque novel Lazarillo de Torm es in 1554, in Agustin de Rojas'
Viaje entretenido (1603; ed . Madrid, 1901, II, 36), and twice in
Don Quijore (pt. II, chs. 3, 59).

Denxt, next we went iver to der Halls uf Independence to see der Liberty Bell. Walkin' by me
bride's side, I got to pintin' to her pictures on der
walls . Un ', bless me, ancy. says Mengen. if
here isn't der George Washington' s wery image
crossin' der Del'ware. Un', bless me, Nancy, if
here isn't a likeness uf Benny Franklin, der maker
uf der alta almanac, un' which be hangin' in der
Jeremiah 's kitchen . Drawin ' nearer, un ' guckin '
through her Sundawk eyes, Nancy got to searchin'
roun' fur her great-grandparents, daguerrotypes, as she
called 'em, un' seein' none resemblin' her ancester •
that edicated Nancy turned on her heel un'sajd:
"aid she, "Menno, as der be none uf our greatgreat-gran'parents' likenesses spread out on der
walls uf der Shtate House, it's to Neia York
we'll be goin' to see der harbor un' mebbe der
ship our ancesters kum iver in ." (pp. 205-206)
From his interest in the dialect, one might expect
that Riddle would also be impressed by picturesque
folk expressions and proverbs, yet of the less than
fifty proverbial phrases he introduces into his text,
only a few comparisons seem to have a true folk origin:
"as black as an Amishman's round-rim beaver"
(p. 166); 2 " as poor as Job 's turkey in hatchin' season"
(p. 201); 3 "tighter un' a possum in a steel trap" (p. 208),
the latter apparently not recorded previously. A number
of slang phrases appear; for example: "to return on
shanks-mare" (p. 44);4 "the defeated . . . going up
'Salt River' " (p. 86); 1 "Sunday-go-to-meeting clothes"
' Cf. " As black as a hat" (Archer Taylor and B. J Whiting,
A Dictionary of American Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases [Cambridge, Mass., 1958], p. 172; Taylor, Proverbial Comparisons and
Similes from California [Berkeley, 1954], p. 17).
' Cf. Taylor, Comparisions, p. 63; Taylor-Whiting, p. 205;
Frances M. Barbour, "Embellishment of the Proverb," SOuthern
Folklore Quarterly, 28 (1964). no. 51.
'Farmer and Henley, Slang and Its Analogues, VI, 157; TaylorWhiting, p. 324. Cf. Ella M. Snowberger. Recollections of Bygone
Days in the Cove (Morrisons Cove, Pa ., 1938), p. 34; " As a rule
the only means of travel aVaIlable to most of them was horseback
riding on shank's mare. "
' Farmer-Henley, VI, 98; Taylor-Whiting, p. 317. See Hans Sperber
and James N. Tidwell, " Words and Phrases in American Politics;
Fact and Fiction About Salt River, " Am~rican Speech, 26 (1951),
241-247 . Cf. Shippensburg Weekly News, Jan . II, 1849: "These
Whig chaps was all so merry, and yet, if this was really Salt River,
it seemed to me they was going the wrong way, according to the
election .. . . Salt river rum up stream."
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(p. 154);6 "kicking up didos" (p. 241); 7 " Dat am de
size ub it, boss" (p. 246).8 The rest seem to have a
primarily literary origin, e.g.: "to paddle their own
canoes" (p. 38); "pouring hot coals on the defenseless
head" (p. 296); "the coast was clear" (p . 245); "consistency being in noway a 'jewel' " (p. 314); "in one
ear and out the other" (p. 16); "everything went,
as the sayi ng goes, from a fox chase to a horse race"
(p. 188); " to show the white feather" (p. 326) ; "The
good die young" (p. 16); "that's a horse of another
color" (p. 249); "Jimmy's music had charms to
soothe the savage ear" (p . 29); "a lean nag for a
long race" (p. 28); "Procrastination is the thief of time"
(p. 312); "every Tom, Dick and Harry" (p. 154);
"to keep the wolf from the door" (p. 264); "pulled
the wool over his eyes" (p. 296).

Of more interest to students of folk culture are the
occasional references to folk customs, many of which
are now extinct. In describing an egg fight9 with
Negro children in Virginia, Riddle enlightens us with
the information that a hard-boiled guinea-hen's egg is
virtually indestructible: "It was from these brighteyed wooll y- heads I learned to use the small, speckled
guinea egg to good effect in an 'end-to-end' contest
with the ordinary kind . Held tightly in the hand, there
could be but one result , the winning over of the common
kind, not excepting the duck, goose or turkey egg"
(p. 22) .
Jewish boys in Harrisburg during the
1920's were also aware of this egg's durability. 'o
Other aspects of folklife mentioned in Riddle' s book
are square dancing, to the music of Abe Miller's String
Band, playing such tunes as "Virginia Reel," the
"Lancers," "Fisher's Hornpipe," and the "Devil's
Dream" (p. 11); the celebration of Christmas in Virginia,
with the shooting of firecrackers and the appearance
of "belsnickles" (p. 23); a country sale (pp . 216-224),
at which the auctioneer is depicted as hypnotizing his
bidders into buying things they don't need at prices
above those of the stores; and a country (i.e., Mennonite) funeral (pp. 271-272).
Of interest too are the infrequent inclusions of traditional folk narratives, though Riddle's style makes
them almost unrecognizable as folklore . Witness his
version of the "Boots by Telegraph" story:"
In those early days of teiegraphing, we boys were
much interested in a story since become trite.
It seems, as it occurs to our mind, a well-known
shoemaker of the town, after having finished
a pair of calf-skin boots for one of the elite, concluded that the quickest way to get them to the
owner was to hang them over the telegraph-wire.
Having accomplished this to his satisfaction, he
quietly awaited the return of the owner with
the cash. As it so happened, along came an
Irishman who, glancing up by the light of the
moon, exclaimed: "A fair exchange is no robbery."
So off with his rawhides, up the pole he goes,
exchanging the calfskins for his own. Early the
morning following, the shoemaker, stepping to
the door and seeing the old pair dangling from
the wire, turned to his spouse and said, "Bless
ye, me darlin', if th' wire hasn't been sendin'

Author William Riddle at the age of 73, from his book.
' Harold Wentworth and Stuart Berg Flexner, Dictionary of American
Slang (New York, 1960), p. 528 .
' Usually "To cut up didoes" (Farmer-Henley, II, 238; TaylorWhiting, pp . 101-102; Wentworth-Flexner, p. 136). Cf. Snowberger, III (1938), 80: "Even the mildest old nag will cut up didoes
just on general principles."
'Farmer-Henley, VI, 222. Cf. Joel Chandler Harris, Tales of
the Home Folks in Peace and War (New York, 1898), p. 206: "That's
about the size and shape of it."
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'See Tristram P . Coffin and Hennig Cohen, Folklore in America
(Garden City, N.Y ., 1966), p. 177; Alliso n Yeager, " Histo ri c Egg
Fight," Tennessee FOlklore Society Bulletin, 25 (1969), 41 -43; idem,
"History of the Tennessee Egg Fight," TFSB, 38 (1972), 6-10; and
especially Al fred L. Shoemaker, Easterlide in Pennsylvania' (Kutztown, 1960), pp . 35 -38 .
'·" Harry Kramer [a Jewish peddler in Cumberland County in the
1920's) would buy a case of eggs on Easter, an' he ' d take them
down to Harrisburg an' that week he wouldn't work at all. And
he'd try to get a half a dozen guinea eggs t' take along, an' then
they'd take them and boil these eggs and they'd break all the other
kids' eggs, and these guinea eggs, they wouldn't break, an' Sammy
would get all the other kids' eggs." (J . Ru ssell Barrick , Carlisle,
March, 1970). Shoemaker (op . cit.) mentions the deceptive use
not only of guinea eggs but of wooden colored eggs as well.

Abe Miller, Lancaster fiddler.
th' new ones to th' owner, with th' old ones back
to be mended!" (pp. 63-64)
Compare, too, the simple style of this story from
the Ozarks:
A fellow come along trying to get a job teaching
in our school. The members of the board ask
him if he believed in evolution, and he says no,
because he was raised a Baptist. So then they
ask him about geography, and whether the world
is round or flat. "It don't make no difference
to me," says he, "I teach both systems."12
-with the verbosity of Riddle's version of the same
story, attributed to an "elderly pedagcgue of the old
school" :
The longer I conversed, the more I was to learn
that there was a wide difference of opinion among
the Amish, as they were called, as to the rotundity
of the earth, some believing it was flat, others
that it was square and a few of the more intelli"Type 1710; motif JI935.1.
Vance Randolph collected the
sa me story in Missouri; see The Devil's Pretly Dauf!. hter (New York.
1955). pp . 85-86, and notes, p. 195. to which add Shippensburg
News, XII : 16 (Oct. 20, 1855). p. I. The sto ry IS also told in Mexico:
Stanley L. RObe, Mexican Tales and Legends from Los Altos
(Berkeley, 1970), p. 569, no. 219.
" Vance Randolph (Hot Springs and Hell [Hatboro, Pa., 1965],
p. 10, no. 24) traces the history of the story from 1880 to 1960,
wh~n it was attributed to t..yndon Johnson.

gent that it was pherical in hape.
hen appealed
to for my views on thi weight que lion, I hadn't
any to offer, nOl having the slighte t conception
whether it was flat, square or round, nor a I
anxious to be informed. And to his own, he wa
equally unconcerned, being willing to teach the
ubject when required, any way the patron
wanted it taught, whether round, flat or quare.
(p. 144)
Of course not all of the folktales in Cherished Memories of Old Lancaster are of thi pedagogue' tyle.
Some are extremely si mplified, almost allu ive rather
than narrative, like the anecdote about Harry Stiff,
the local gravedigger:
This recalls one other occasion, when Harry
Stiff was asked what he proposed doing with
the surplus earth, he replied with a sq uint of the
eye, "Dig another hole to put it in." (p. 75) 1l
The tall tale of the bottomless lake (moti f X 1545 .1) is
also told with stark, though literary simplicity:
You know, he went on, as he dangled his pedals
over a rail, "that there's a lake over the old country
with no bottom at all? ... My cousin was showing
the pond to a gentleman one day who looked
incredulous like, just as you do yourself, and as
my cousin cou ldn 't understand to have his word
doubted by the fi ne gentleman, he said: ' By
the great Jehovah, I'll prove the truth of my
words', and so, off with his clothes and ill he
jumped, dived under and he didn 't come up again
at all, at all. But certain it is he wasn't drowned,
sir, for a month latter I received a letter from
my cousi n in China to send on his clothes."
(pp. 144-145)
And another short narrative, again more an allusion
than a tale, refers to "Mortality Joe's" unusual method
of fishing for catfish:
Fishing at the big buttonwood! Well, it was a
cold day when old "Mortality Joe" couldn't
be seen sitting there with his four long poles.
If occasionally he failed to return with a string
of catties less than a yard long, there was something wrong, either with the hook or bait. Meeting
him at sunrise, it was fun for the boys to ask,
"Where are the worms, Joe?" And his reply,
"W-o-m-s,w-o-m-s!" as his cheeks bulged out,
indicating where he usually kept his stock in
trade. (p. 69)
This is a very early example of the modern sick · joke. I '
The rather ancient tale, "Selling Foxes as They Run"
(motif KI96.1), is here told about fish, but the underlying trick is the same:
One Jessie Bently, a tall , raw-boned peddler,
. . . usually drove a pair of slab-sided quadrupeds, one of which, as ill-luck would have it,
" This is motif Jl934, appearing in a seventeenth-century jestbook, John Taylor's Wit and Mirth (1629); Fun for the Million
(London, 1835), p. 399; Charles C. Bombaugh, Facts and Fancies
for the Curious (Philadelphia, 1905), p . 336; Baer's Almanac for
1944; Joey Adams, Ethnic Humor (New York, 1975), p. 135, and
in at least one Spanish collection: Rafael Boira, EI libra de los
cuentos (Madrid, 1862), I, 180.
"Cf. Max Rezwin, The Best of the Sick Jokes (New York, 1962),
pp. 109, 120.
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fell dead. Stopping at a farm house for what
he most needed, another mate to the off-mare,
he caught a glimpse of the farmer's blind "hoss"
grazing away in the meadow. Stepping up to
Farmer Jeremiah, he turned and said, after explaining his dilemma, "W-all, Farmer Jere, how
would ye like swappin' yer blind mare fur a
load 0' 'saltin'-down' fur yer winter use?"
"Kind uf denxt it wouldn't be a bad swap
providin' we kin 'gree on der number un' size.
Ye see," with a wink of his left eye, "dem
mit more bones 'an meat, I'll be sendin' iver to
der bishop, mit plenty uf time to be pickin' der
bones."
"Jis' 0' my way 0' thinkin', Jeremiah. But
ye must recollec' there be all kind 0' fishes in
th' river, shad, herrin' catties, mullets, horn-chubs,
perch, sunnies, wall-eyed pike, eels, an' a few
spreckled trout, an' this bein' so, ye'll have to
take 'em as they run, as they run, Farmer Jeremiah, an' don't ye jorget what I'm tellin' ye!"
With this understanding that Jere was to take
them as they run, Jesse starts with the blind
mare for the fishing banks, only to return at
least a half-dozen times with a full supply of
shad and herring, but never once did he stop to
give Farmer Jeremiah even a smell of his weekly
catch.
It was well toward the close of the shad-fishing
season that Jere, growing suspicious as to re-

Blind Johnny, as illustrated in William Riddle's
Cherished Memories of Old Lancaster.
ceiving his supply of "saltin's-down," started
hot-foot for the river, and meeting the peddler,
as he was about returning with a load, exclaimed,
"Kensht der me nicht? Ich bien der Jeremiah
Hollfus ."
"W-all, what can I do fur ye, Mr. Hollfus?"
Waiting a reply, "Did I promise ya any fishes?"
"Uf 'cose, uf 'cose yer did: said der be all
kind uf fishes in der river, sume large, sume small,
un' that I wus to nem 'em as da run; but up to
present time der Farmer Jeremiah hesn't hed a
chance to take 'em, big or small.'"
"Seems, Farmer Jere," in deep study, "that
somethin' was said 'bout yer takin' 'em as they
run, an' this bein' th' case, there's th' river,
there they run; take as many as ye please 'fore
th' shad-season closes." (pp. 69-71)
This mixture of erudite and folk styles is characteristic of the other two traditional narratives in Riddle's
book. The first, which might be called "The Living
Corpse," 1 S is here associated with another genre, the
Medical Students' Practical Joke: 16

Hiram Kroom, the knife grinder oj Lancaster.
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"Ernest Baughman (Type and Motif Index of the Folktales of
England and North America [The Hague, 1966]) lists this as motif
11499.6 and cites four occurrences of it.
"See 1. Barre Toe1ken, "The Folklore of Academe," in Jan
Brunvand's The Study of American Folklore (New York,1968),
p. 327. Cf. Baughman, motif N384.0.1.1.

How nerve-racking the story of how three medical
students went in search of a " tiff," and di appointed in their earch, loaded one of their
own three into a wagon, telling the dri er where
to unload hi s charge. Covered with a white
spread, on, on the colored man drove in Rockland street, with the other two following at a afe
di tance as witnes e of the cene 0 soo n to
material ize. For a time, all wa as quiet a the
old graveyard beyond; then carne heavy breathing
from under the white pread. "Only the wind
pla yi ng its pranks," grumbled the colored driver,
glancing back over his shou ld er, as he gave the
nag a li ght touch of the lash. And yet the faster
he drove the more life hi s unearthly demon
seemed to manifest. Suddenly" and without
warning, up ' ro e " Mr. Ghost" in its white robe,
read y to embrace the old da rkey, who, dropping
th e lin es, leaped from th e wagon, ana with an
unearthl y yell that sent the echoe flying, started
at a double-quick homeward-b ou nd . " H i, ho!
and where are yo u goi ng?" ca me the vo ice of
th e supposed "stiff," throwing off the thin disguise, as the o ld darkey turn ed for an instant
and replied, "Fer de Lord' s sake, boss, des am
no place fur a re pec'ful culled pu s o n wid a
fami ly ub seben childrens to be ca ught prowlin'
' roun ' wid eb il spirits, scarin ' o ld Mose to be
losin ' his ' librium! " And never afterwards could
the old co lored dri ver be found within a mil e of
any buryin g- plot after night had set in. (p. 73)

text. Only once doe he identif a uper tition in the
contemporary folkloric ense, \ hen he tates that, after
tepping on a hot hor e hoe in a bla k mith hop,
"although omewhat uper titiou , at no time ince
could I be per uaded to hang one of the e di turber
of my peaceful moment 0 er the door of my bedroom
a a ign of good luck" (p. 114) .
one of the
other uper titiou belief and practice included i 0
identified, but a number of them ha e parallel in
tandard collection . I
Folk remedies make up a great part of them. Cobweb, Riddle note, are adequate ub titute for antiseptic pia ter (p. 151; Brown, no. 858; Fogel, no.
1546), and he recall that when bitten by a ga nder
"a olution of goo e-grease well applied gave immediate

" E.g., W. J. Hoffman, "Folklore of the PennsyI ania German ."
1 (188), 123-135; 2 (I 89). 23-35, 191 -202; ~d\Vin M.
Fogel, Beliefs and Supersririons oj rhe Pennsy lvania Germans
(Philadelphia, 1915); and "Popular Beliefs and Super titions,"
ed. Wayland D. Hand, in The Frank C. Brown Col/ecrion oj
orrh Carolina Folklore, vol. 6-7 (Durham, .c., 1961-1964).
JAF,

The final example of fo lktales, one whose variants
have been widely collected in the middle of the 20th
Century ( ee Baughman, motif 384.2[a)), 17 is told by
Riddle at great length (pp. 229-232) in what purports
to be the language of the participants. One Jimmy
M'Guire, as a test of courage and for a small reward
offered, agrees to spend an hour in the presence of
a corpse in the " dead-hou se . " As evidence of hi s
persistency, he is to tack a strip of red flannel to the
side of the rough-box. Later his friends discover him
there, dead of fright, with hi s coat-tail accidentally
nailed to the rough-box .
Superstitions are not usually mentioned in the writings
of local historians . When they do appear, they are
usually cited as examples of the credulous primitivism
of the early inhabitants, though on occ?sion an author
will include a reference to a practice which he does
not consider superstitious but which is clearly so. Riddle,
for instance, uses the word "superstition " in reference
to such things as demons, hobgoblins and other spectres,
a frequent interpretation of the word in local historical
" To Baughman 's bibliography add J ames A. Shope, "Gho t
Tales a nd Legends Mainly from Eastern Kent ucky," Kenrucky
Folklore Record, 12 (1966) , 54 (no . 45); Chuck Perdue, " ' I Swear
to God It's the Truth If I Ever Told It ,' " Keysrone Folklore
Quarrerly , 14 (1969), 32-33 (no . 52); George C. Ca rey, Maryland
Folk Legends and Folk Songs (Cambridge, Md ., 1971 ), pp. 26-27.
Cf. Stanley L. Robe, Index oj Mexican Folkrales (Berkeley, 1973),
type 1676B.

Harry Stiff, Lancaster Original.
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relief as a cou nter irritant" (p. 21). Hi s mother once
gave him a dose of calomel jalap for what she thought
was measles or scarlet fever (p. III), and he discovered
for himself that sleeping with hi s shoes on was "a
preventive aga inst the gout, rheumati sm or cramp in
the ca lves of one's extremities" (p. 56).
Weather lore is also cited.
The groundhog is
mentioned twice (pp. 10, 266; cf. Brown, nos. 604445,
Fogel, no . 1218) and Jack Frost is given credit for
"giving the leaves a rainbow coloring" (p. 265), but
the most significant passage of weather beliefs occurs
when Menno Mengen, the farmer with whom Riddle
boarded as a schoolteacher in the" up" country, says:
It 's goin' to be one of der alta old-fashioned
winter, mit snow kiverin' der tops of the Canada
thistle, iver by the longa lane." And it was only
necessary for hi s "goot" Nancy to ask what kind
of signs, not contained in the John Baer Almanac,
he had been di scovering, to start the Prophet
Mengen to declaring, in hi s Dutch idiom: "Not
uf der goo e-bone kind, to be hittin' it one day
un' mi ss in' it der next, un' which der philosopher
livin' iver in Berks county's been makin'. No,
Nancy," he continued, "it isn't bercause der
bark's stickin' clo er to der nor '-west side uf
der alta gum-tree; un' beside, if ye care to know,
'tisnt because der groundhog's peradin' mit his
vind'cation-cap tied 'roun' his neck in predictin'
a early Spring that Mengen' got in mind at
this perticular moment; it's der blasted razorback that have been findin ' der way back to der
farm uf derown volition, un' so thin, as to be
needin' der whole summer's crop uf corn to be
gittin' 'em in shape fur Chri tmas butcherin',
un' no mi take . . . If Mengen be a jedge uf
der signs that have never failed, it' s der bristle
u f cella razorbacks that beat der goo e-bone
ivery time." (pp. 265-266)' 9
Only a few other superstitions are included, one
being "Mortality Joe's" belief that chewing tobacco
juice applied to worms makes fish bite better (p. 69;
Brown, no. 7840). The otbers are practices related
to the signs of the moon so frequently observed in
the Dutch Country:
Menno's been diskiverin' that der shingles uf
der alta Grumberger's barn heve been flarin'
up on end, causin' him to be kiverin' it durin'
der down-goin' uf der moon. (p. 266)2°
It's der posts uf der Fulstuff's fence that heve
been takin' theirselves upward, makin' der postholes ready fur 'nother plantin' uf posts mit
der goin' down, 'stead uf der up-goin' uf der
moon . (p . 266) 21
From this scant amount of folkloric material (fewer
than fifty proverbs, fourteell superstitions, eight folktales, the titles of half a dozen folksongs, and a couple
of miscellaneous folk customs) to be found in the 334
pages of Riddle's book, one might be led to conclude
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that little folklore existed in Lancaster County in the
last half of the 19th Century. One must recall, however,
that Riddle was not a folklorist. From his conception
of the word "superstition," it is probable that he had
no idea what the word" folklore " meant or that what
he was including was indeed folkloric . Nor should
one expect him to, for his purpose in Wrltlr.g was
something completely different. Obviously Riddle' s
Cherished M emories of Old Lancaster and other such
productions of local writers co uld easily be dismissed
as ephemera of little value to historian or literary scholar, but it is to just such works that the folklorist
mu st often turn for evidence of the persistence of a
tale or superstition in a given area.
Three years before the formation of the American
Folklore Society, Henry C. Michener, addressing a
meeting of the Bucks County Hi storical Society on
"The Object of a Local Hi torical Society, " 22 noted
that "it is the province of the e local societies to go
down to these detail s of ancestral life which have
formed the back-ground to the great events which all
men know , to levy contributions upon every source
of information, so that it may be possible to reproduce
the old ways, habits, manners and tone of Ii fe." He
reminded his listeners, without using the word folklore,
that "the true historian . . . considers no anecdote,
no peculiarity of manner, no familiar saying, as too
insigni ficant to illustrate the operation of laws, of
religion and of education, and to mark the progress
of the human mind." One lesson made evident from
the examination of local histories is that folklore is
rarely recognized as such by its bearers. It is the task of
the folklore scholar to identify it with the touchstone of
practical experience and the bibliographical tools of
his trade.
" Regarding th e Canada thi stle, there is a belief in Cumberland
Co unty that the winter's snow will be as deep as the ragweed is
ta ll (Bloserville, OCl. 1971). The examination of the goosebone
has been di scussed by William J . Rupp, Bird Names and Bird
Lore Among the Pennsylvania Germans (Norristown, 1946), p.
250, etc.; cf. also Le tz, KFQ, 6, no . 3 (1962), 12; Barrick , KFQ,
9 (1964),27; Lefcourt, KFQ, 12 (1967), 175; Brown , no . 6086.
Rega rding the tightness of bark, see Brown, no . 6092. Thick
animal fur is co mmonl y believed to predict a hard winter ; see
Brown, no . 6076; Rupp, p. 243; Barrick, KFQ, 9,26.
2·The belief thaI shingles nailed on a roof during the "up" sign
of the moon will curl has been frequently reco rded : Brown,
nos. 8466-71; Fogel, no. 1252; Hoffman , lAF, I, 129; Theodore
K. Long, Tales of the Cocolamus (New Bloomfield , Pa., 1936),
p . 51 ; Yoder, PF, 12, no . 4 (1962),37; Barrick, PF. 15. no . 4
(1966), 43 ; Bec ker, PF, 25, no . 2 (1975-76), 15 ; Dieffenba ch, PF,
25, no . 2 (1975-76), 45 .
"Cf. Brown, nos. 8345, 8465; Fogel, no. 1252; Phebe Earle
Gibbons, Pennsylvania Dutch (Lancaster, 1882), p.35; Hoffman ,
l AF, I, 129; Brinton, l Ap, 5 (1892), 179; Long, Fales, p.51;
Yoder, PF, 12, no . 4, p. 37.
22 Later published in A Col/ection of Papers Read Before the
Bucks County Historical Society, I (1908), 297-304.

Widows~

Wills for Philadelphia County

1750-1784
A Study of Pennsylvania German Folklife
By MIRIAM PITCHO

The study of wills and inventories has added a significant dimension to the ex ploration of 18th Century
folklife. Through their analysis, one ma y discover
the laws, customs and values which governed the li ves
of individuals. An interpretation of the bequests and
a content analysis of the inventoried items in an individual' s possession may reveal his or her observation
of the rules and values not only of the greater
society but of the smal ler sub-culture in which he or
she moved. Several authors have contributed to this
methodology in the last twenty years, taking as their
geographical region Southeastern Pennsylvania. Russell
Wieder Gilbert made, perhaps, the definiti ve study of
Pennsylvania German Wills; I Robert Bethke interpreted Quaker widows' wills in Chester County, adding
a new perspective to the field; 2 Carol Kessler analysed
the contents of ten Tulpehocken inventories, adding
ethnographic data to present a fuller picture of the
individuals within their culture; ) Jane Spencer Edwards
combined the techniques for interpreting wills and
inventories in her study of early Welsh settlers in the
Philadelphia area;· and Synnove Haughom isolated
two areas of interest, religion and education, and
revealed their manifestation in the wills of the
Pennsylvania Dutch. s Kessler has pointed to the inadequacies of limiting one's research to inventories: "The
inventories would be even more interesting if read in
conjunction with the corresponding will since this would
provide a more complete view of household contents
as well as providing insight into social factors regulating
family practices." 6 This paper will utilize both docu ments to obtain a clearer picture of the quality of life
for the individuals concerned.
The population selected for this study is drawn from
Pennsylvania German widows residing in Philadelphia
County between the years 1750-1784, when Montgomery
I Russell
Wieder Gilbert, "Pennsylvania German Wills."
The Pennsylvania German Folklore Society, Vol. XV (1950) .
' Robert Bethke, "Chester County Widow Wills," Pennsylvania
Folklife, XVIII, No. I.
' Carol Kessler , " Ten TuJpehocken Inventories," Pennsylvania
Folklife, Vol. XXIII, No.2.
'Jane Spencer Edwards, "Wills and Inventories of the First
Purchasers of the Welsh Tract," Pennsylvania Folklife, Vol. XXIII ,
No . 2.
' Synnove Haughom, " Religious and Educational References in
Lancaster County Wills," Pennsylvania Folklife, XV.
.' Kessler, p. 30.

County became di tinct from Philadelphia. lnd i idual
names were subjected to urname analy i to determine
Germanic descent. The time period repre ented a nd
the geographical area delineated confine the indi idual
to a specific era in the hi tory of Southeastern Pennsylvani a. Lemon defi nes five period of growth in
this region in the 18th Century and divide the area
into two geographic zones. 7 The individuals represented
in this paper li ved and died in the latter two period ,
which Lemon terms the boom , from 1730-1765 , and
the sta bili zatio n, from 1766-1800. Thei r will and inventories will therefore reflect the growing prosperity
of the times. They were inhabitants of the first zone,
which Lemon defines as thirty miles or one day' s
journey from Philadelphia, and were accordingly influenced by the "overwhelming importance of Philadelphia. "8
The women who wrote these wills, and whose possessions were inventoried, shared the common experiences
and restrictions of their sex, imposed upon them by
law and custom of 18th Century America and German
tradition. The documents will accordingly be examined
for observation of the laws regarding property rights;
educational and religious values and practices; attitudes
towards slavery and apprenticeship; styles and mores
revealed in dress and personal possessions; distinctions
between rural and urban documents; the documents
as indicators of relative prosperity, and prosperity as
an indicator of values; material objects commonly
owned and bequeathed by women; special considerations regarding sex, age and relationship to testatrix;
and occupations and skills in which the widows were
participants .
PROPERTY RIGHTS

As Ella Chalfant has pointed out, the identity of
the woman was entirely merged in that of her husband, in the 18th Century; the married woman
rarely owned anything outright, even her clothing. 9
Thus, when a man died, he usually willed the title
to his farm and moveable property to his eldest
son.l0 "The most common dwelling arrangements
were to give the widow a room with a stove and deIn turn, the son
tailed rights to the homestead .
' Lemon , p. 122.
' Ibid., p. 122.
'Ella Chalfant, A Goodly Heritage: Pennsylvania Wills on the
Frontier. Pittsburgh, 1955, pp. 143-144.
" Bethke, p. 17.
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acquired the obligation of providing for hi s moth er
and of paying her gradually for the home. " " Daughters
usually were bequeathed household goods and clothes;
the so ns, real estate or money. " Dorothea Heiser, of
Perkiomen and Skippack, was so grateful to her son
for the manner in which he observed hi s obligations
to her, that she dispensed with the usual bequests to
her daughters:

of them the residue of her estate, after having
di sposed of personal possessions, requ e ting that it
should be at a public sa le by her executor: "the
money arising from the sa le shall go to them when
th ey reach full age in ha nd " (Schwartz, W153, 1768).
Ann Shilbert, of Germantown, provided for her grandchildren in her will, favoring her granddaughter
Hannah :

To Andrew Hei ser , my son, and to hi s heirs and
assigns forever, all the whole one-third part which
was left to me by my beloved husband John,
which my son Andrew was to give to me, for
which cause I have Lived with him in Peace. Therefore, that no body whatsoever it may be, shall
ever make any demand to him for the same. Also,
to Andrew Heiser, his heirs and assigns forever:
all my household goods - what is in the kitchen
and hou se used, as Pewter, copper, iron,earthen
and woodenware and also my Black Walnut
c1oathpress, and bedsted to hi s use and profit
only, without giving anybody any account thereof.
(Heiser, W46, 1771).
Elizabeth Sneyder, of Springfield, gave her daughter
Elizabeth Groff:
2 father beds with one chaff case 2 sheats 3
pillous with case to each a wooster paticoat and
Jacket and silk handkerchief and a wight apron
and diaper table cloth a hand towel and a pair
of woosted stockins (Sneyder, W36, 1766) .
To her son Adam, after she had disposed of all
other goods and monies to her daughter-in-law ("one
Liney paticoat"), and her granddaughters, she bequeathed
the rest of her estate.
Magdalena Stilfealt of
Germantown was left fourteen acres by her husband,
which she left to her sons Henry and John, along
with the buildings and improvements on the land
(Stilfealt, W160, 1750). This last bequest demonstrates the tendency of the widow to make this transference in a case where her husband had failed to do
SO.'3 It also illustrates the addition of improvements
on the original property which was bequeathed to the
widow. "Even in small towns, 'improvements' were
a main feature. Gradually, back of the house, there
would be a bake oven, a washhou se, and a smokehouse, and on the rear of the lot a stable and sty, a
large woodpile and a vegetable garden and potato
patch." 14 This widow left to her daughter Sophia,
"my cow and best bead," and to her other daughters,
"all the rest of the goods to share and share alike"
(Stilfealt, W 160, 1750).
Chalfant states that because it was unusual for a
woman to own anything in 18th Century America she
wanted to pass what little she had to her daughters
and grandchildren. 's Mary Schwartz provided for her
deceased sister's. children in her will, leaving the four

All and si ngular my Clo the , Bedding and Hou sehold Goods left at the time of my decease,
and to be held by my Executors after my Decease
and the Monies thereof arising to be paid unto
the Said Hannah Englehard, when she arrives at
her age or marries . (Shilbert, W319, 1752)
Magdalen Diehl, of the Northern Liberties, left her son
George one British sterling shilling. But to her daughter
Rachel and her children, the whole of her perso nal
estate, to be divided between them, one-half to go to
Rachel , and the other half for her children, to be
equally divided among them .
It seem s likely that given the law of primogeniture,
and the German custom of the eldest so n providing
for hi s mother, that the widow would take special
care of the daughter' s children and her own who
were under age. Maria Elizabeth Lehrin, of Philadelphia, desired that all her hou sehold goods be sold
and that the money be given out only when the
youngest came of age. She further directed that the
hou sehold where she lived be rented and the money
put to interest for her children, to be given to them
when the youngest came of age, at which time she
wanted her eldest son, John Adam, to sell the hou se,
from which sale he should have five pounds more than
his sisters (Lehrin, W247, 1773). Catherine Wiltberger
left the maintenance and education of her three
youngest children to her daughter Juliana and her
husband, only allowing the estate to be divided when
she was sure that they were out of want, at which
time it was to be divided equall y among her seven
children (Wiltberger, W, 1781) . In the case of an
eldest son receiving the real estate and the money,
and the obligation to take care of hi s mother, it is
possible that her younger children who were underage might be his respon sibility too. In the event of
her death, it was particularly important for her to
insure for their welfare.

"Gilbert, p . 16.
" Chalfant, pp . 143- 144.
" Bethke, p. 17.
" Rush , p . 57.
"Chalfant, pp . 143-144.
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RELIGION

Religion was a important force in the lives of
Pennsylvania Germans. As Ru sh observed, "All of
the different sects among them are particularly attentive to the religious education of their children and
tC' the establishment and support of the Christian
religion" . '6 The Reformed and the Lutheran Churches
dominated the German settlements of Philadelphia
County. 17 German widows, devout, though voiceless in the Church, manifested their commitment to
'" Rush, p. 78.
" Frederic Kl ees, Th e Pennsylvania Dutch, pp. 45, 73.

Christia ni ty and LO their Church through beque t ,
some of them very specific in nature.
nne Magdalen
PonLOn revea led the fu ll extent of her uppOrL in
her wi ll :
The hurch Senate of Elder and Vestrymen of
the United St. Michael' an d Zion German
Luthera n Congregation in Philadelphia in the
Pro vince of Pennsylvania shall immediately after
my interment take full po ession of all my moveable goods to wit - ca ttle, household furniture,
beds, cloath etc, and publicl y ell the same and 1
do hereby bequeath and co nfirm unto the above
mention ed C hurch Senate of E ld ers and Ve trymen the moni es ari sing fro m such sa le to the end
and purpose that the sa me shall be emp loyed
for the Use and Benefit of the German Uni ted
St. Mi chael' s and Zion Churches and Schools
of the Lutheran Religion in Philadelphia. (Ponton,
W6 , 1774)
She also bequeathed five pounds to the Ro man
Catholic congregation of Philadelphia as a "chari table gift," confirming the German intere t in organized Christianity generally.
Elizabeth Sneyder, of
Springfield, gave two pounds and ten shillings to the
Presbyterian Church in her will, in 1766 . Margaret
Hillegass, of Philadelphia, in her will in 1770, intructed her executors that her so n Michael, "out of
the money he owes me [shall give] unto the Rector ,
Vestrymen and Church Warden s of the German
Lutheran Congregation of St. Michael 's and Zion
Church 25 pounds" (Hillegass , W412, 1770) .
Elizabeth Vanderspiegel, a wealthier widow of
Philadelphia, gave in 1774, "to the Church Rectors
and Ve trymen of the United Swedish Church of
Wicaco and Upper Merion 50 pounds." And to the
"Rector and Church Vestrymen of the German
Lutheran Congregation of and near the city of Philadelphia," she gave the sum of 150 pounds, specifying
it uses as follows: "the sum of 100 pounds the
part forward di scharging the debts that are or may be
contracted for building and finishing the Church at
a place called Barren Hill in Whitemarsh Township"
(Vanderspiegel, WI, 1774) . This last demonstrates
the interest a widow had in the expansion of her
church. Her will coincides with the building of the
Lutheran church in Falckner's Swamp, organized by
Pastor Muhlenberg. ' s At this same time, the founder
of the German Reformed Church, the Reverend John
Philip Boehm, organized three Reformed Churches in
Falckner's Swamp, Skippack, and Whitemarsh. 19 Later
in the century, a Roman Catholic Church was esThe contributions to
tablished in Philadelphia.
organized Christianity by German women can be measured by their monetary bequests; their voice in policymaking heard in the special provisions devised in
their wills.
The religious and personal convictions of German
'.' Ibid., p .

so.

wido\
rna al 0 be di overed through reading
their \ ill. One \ oman de ired that her egro la e
girl be taught the "true principle of the hri tian
religion " ( ander piegel,
I, I 4). During the earl
history of the Reformed
hurch in P hiladelphia
the congregation was divided in their choi e of a pasLOr
between the Reverend
ichael
hlaller and the
Re erend Conrad teiner. 20
agdalen Diehl, the ife
of
ichael Diehl, a church elder and ca retaker
of the cemetery, revealed her preference for teiner
by her beque t to him of fi e pound.
he further
left twelve pound to her executor LO be applied to
hurch"
the " u e of the Dutch Reformed Ca l in
(Dieh l, W22 , 1761).
Eouc T IO
Ed ucation for P ennsylvania German children, by the
middle of the 18th Century, had become a high
priority, the immigrant having e tablished them el e
co mfortably by thi time. 21
Kl ee
tate that the
emph asi was on education for male, 22 with the
exception of the Moravian who educated both boy
and girls. However, Rush ob erved, "There is carcely
an instance of a German of either ex, in Penn ylvania,
that can not read; but man y of the wives and daughter
of the German farmers ca nnot write. 23 P enn sy lvania
German widows manifested their interest in education
by pro viding for the choo ling of their underage
children , a nd by the numbers and kind of books
fo und on their inventories. Appolonia Strous left
five pounds for the education of her granddaugh ter
Eve Sneyder, "to be paid fo r schoolin g and books ...
to be kept at school by her father Adam " (Strous,
W206, 1759) . Ann Shilbert appointed the executors
of her will the legal guardians of her four grandchildren; "And I commit the care and Education of
them unto them until my said Grandchildren are
arrived at their age re pectively" (Shilbert, W319, 1752) .
Books were found on eight out of ten inventories,
usuall y not quantified: "sundry old books" (Stilfealt,
1160, 1750); "some old books" (Strous, 1206, 1759):
"all her books" (Schwartz, 1163 , 1758).
The
family Bible was generally left to the eldest son
but in the will of Elizabeth Vanderspiegel we find
"1 Folio Bible," and" Josephus Hi story of the Jews".
On another line we find that she had" 12 Books with
Work, say Needle Work Covers" and " 23 others"
(Vanderspiegel, 11, 1774). She was obviously a woman
of wealth and education. Except in this last example,
it is not specified whether these books were in Ger" Ibid., p . 79 .
" James .Owen Kna uss, Social Conditions among the Pen nsylvania
Germans In the Eighteenth Century, as Revealed in German Newspapers Published in America, The Pennsylvania German Society
1922. pp . 43-44 .
'
" Ibid., p . 74 .
" Klees, p . 289.
" Rush , p. 105 .
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man or English, or of a religiou s or secular nature,
through Franklin and Saur both printed books for
the German community of Philadelphia .
SLAVERY AND ApPRENTlCESHIP
The Pennsylvania Germans were generally known as
opposers of slavery, and rarely employed servants,
except as indentured Germans. 24 German newspapers
of the times published arguments against slavery ,
spurred in part, by the German-Americans beginning to purchase slaves when they could not procure
German redemptioners.21
The majority of slaveowners were merchants and manufacturers 26 and the
owners of large estates or city homes. 27 Pennsy lvania
German women owning Negro slaves often released
them to freedom in their wills, including elaborate
provisions for their future care and security . Elizabeth Vanderspiegel provided for her Negro servant in
the following way:
to my Negro girl, aged about ten years, her
natural freedom and an annuity of 12 pounds
during the term of her natural life; and in order
to secure to her as well as her freedom as
the paid annuity I will and direct that my
executors herein after named put out at interest
in any of the public funds . . . at the rate
of 6070.
And if no suct. public fund be or
the corporation presiding at the same decline to
take the said sum of 200 pounds interest that
then my said executors put out the said sum to
any private person/ persons on good sufficient
security to be made by mortgage of such lots
or lands in the city or county of Philadelphia
as of are at least double the value of the money
to be lent on and held under a title approved
of by counsel . . . she may be brought up in
such houses as by the conduct, order and connections of the family she may have opportunity
to be converse with living examples of the Fear of
God, Honesty and Industry and thereby become
more befriended with the true principles of the
Christian Religion . . . (she should) be taught
reading and instructed in all manner of housework . (Vanderspiegel, WI, 1774)
The text of this will illustra'tes the concern the testatrix had for the total welfare of her servant. Catherine
Redwitzer gave her Negro servant Mary, the house in
which she lived and the lot on which it stood, and
provided from her estate, the security which the laws
of Pennsylvania required. In addition, she gave her
"the Bed bedstead bedcloaths and all that appertains
to the bed which she uses or lies on, a Chest of
drawers, a pot, a box-iron and heaters, and my
best Spinning wheel" (Redwitzer, W334, 1760). As
for the children of her servant Mary:
I likewise lmpower and authorise my executors
herein after named, to Bind out the three Negro
Children belonging to my Estate, named Tina,
" Knauss, p. 60.
" Ibid., p . 70.
" Ibid., p. 70.
" Gi lbert, p. 96 .
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Luke and Rachel, (being the children of my sa id
Negro woman) and to put them to good places
where they maybe likely to be used well, and to
such as may be agreeable to their mother , each
to serve until they respectively arrive at the age of
twenty-eight yea rs, and no longer; at which age,
I do hereb y set them and each of them free
from all bondage or slavery to a ny perso n or
perso ns to whom the said three Negro Children
are so as aforesaid bound to, shall be obligated for
themselves to give the Security the Law then require
on account of their bein g set free. (Redwitzer,
W334, 1760) .
Catherine Wiltberger, in an effort to secure her three
yo ungest children financially, devised that they be
" bound apprentices or otherwise put on a footing so
as not to be chargeable to my Estate" (Wiltberger,
1781) . The German tradition of apprenticeship often
provided more than the ostensible learning to the
individual bound, and the value of apprenticeship
continued in the German community in America.
STYLES AND MORES REVEALED IN DRESS
AND PERSONAL POSSESSIONS
Pennsylvania German widows had often been bequeathed their wearing apparel by their hu sbands. In
their own wills, certain items ass umed a high priority,
jackets and quilted petticoats appearing most often
as bequests to daughters and granddaughters. Often
the wearing apparel was not itemized, but when it
was, the relative affluence of a widow was evidenced
by the quantity of items in one category, the quality
of the material from which the item was made, or
its showing outside influence. Magdelen Abel's inventory showed her to be a woman of some prosperity:
9 pettycoats and a cloak
9 jackets and a pettycoat
4 short gowns
8 handkerchiefs
9 aprons
18 caps
3 pair Hagin (Abel, 192, 1771)
Catherine Wiltberger, a woman of some wealth in
Philadelphia, did not have an itemization of her wearing
apparel except in the case of "16 wool hatts "
(Wiltberger, 1781).
Elizabeth Sneyder, of Springfield, listed among her bequests two silk handkerchiefs (Sneyder, W36, 1766), and Mary Schwartz, of
Lower Salford, listed "silver sleeve buttons" among
the items in her inventory.
Clothing tended to be made out of wool, linen, or
a combination of the two called "Iinsey woolsey,"
damask and calico. The predominance of wool and
linsey woolsey indicates the simplicity of dress, even
among the more prosperous, wool being a fiber used
In instances
by the poorer segments of society. 28
of color indication, white and black appear most
often, with plaid occurring once, stripe occurring twice,
and green occurring once.

black gown and quilted petticoat - ( chwartz, 11 53,
1768)
blak e bonnet - (Hause, 159, 176 )
a callico gown - (H au e, 159, 176 )
a chm s callico cow n - (H au e, 159, 1768)
o ne o ld stribt gown - (Hau e, 159, 176 )
red stripe peticoat - ( trous, 1206, 1759)
Pl ait bonnet - (Hei ser, 146, 1771)
Heiser a nd Wiltberger reveal their relati e pro perity by
ownin g beaver hal, M ary Schwartz and Elizabeth
Vand ers pi egel in their owner hip of sil ve r buckle.
Item most often appearing under wearing apparel
were: petticoat, jackets, gowns, shift , tocking,
apron s, ca ps , hat, bonnets, cloak , shoes (this only
appearing on two out of ten inventories), handkerchiefs,
" hage n, " spectacles , and " bod ys" or bodice, thi s appearing only twice. The caps are so m eti m e d e cribed
a s white, wool, o r Dutch. Apron s are mo t often
white.
Eli za beth Vanderspiegel ow ned an umbrell a and a
go ld-hea d ed ca ne, items indi cati ng greater wealth than
any of th e other widows.
THE KITCHEN
Gilbert has described the rights, pri vil eges and obligations accorded the widow in all a spects of food
preparation , as well as the res ponsibility of the eld e t
son to provide fo r her nutritional need s . 29 On almost
every inventory that itemized kitchen "furniture,"
there appeared a reference to the preparation and
erving of tea. One finds pewter teapots (Schwartz,
[59, 1768) and teakettles, teacups and dishes (Schwartz,
[59, 1768), and Chineywear (Redwitzer, 1334, 1760).
Ann Klein had a coffee mill and a coffee pot (Kline,
[116, 1775). Catherine Wiltberger owned" 1 long brass
coffee box" (Wiltberger, 1781) .
Testimony to the ever-present sauerkraut and cabbage dishes are "a cabbage cutter" (Kline, 1116, 1775),
and several graters.
Pennsylvania German women
grew flowers and vegetables in their gardens and potato
patches. Thus, one finds "waterpots" (Kline, 1116,
1775; Diehl, 122, 1761); and water cans.
Meat was prepared in a variety of ways, the preferred being boiled, using the kettle; fried, using the
skillet; and baked, using the Dutch oven. 30 The three
pans were made out of copper. iron and brass .
The "dripping pan" or "trippet" referred to the
English method of roasting meats. One finds both
the dripping pan and the spit among the inventory
of Elizabeth Vanderspiegel.
Catherine Wiltberger
seems to have been influenced by other groups in her
method of food preparation and consumption. Among
the items inventoried for food preparation one finds:
a copper fish kettle
a large fish dish
2 tripping pans
(Wiltberger, 1781)
, Kess le r, p . 20 (citing Lemon).
" Gilbert, p . 24.

ther item found on inventorie for kit hen included: pottenger, wood tra
and tren her, dough
trough, warne iron , butter print, gridiron , ladle
and fie h fork (0 ten ibly erving implemen ), clea er
and wooden poon. Hearth coo king a repre ented
by POt racks and hook. Magda lene tilfealt owned a
potrack, an old pair of LOng, an old hammer ( tilfealt,
1160, 1750) and Catherine Redwitzer 0\ ned "2 pair
potrack , a gridiron, and an old iron kettle pot" (Redwitzer, 1334 , 1760).
mong the actua l furniture Ii ted for the kitchen
were:
1 dre er ( tilfealt, 1160, 1760)
I door with 7 pani h gla e (Wi ltberger, 17 I)
chest and table ( chwanz, [1 53, 176 )
the kitchen dre er (Klin e, 1116, 1775)
I kitchen table and tand ( ander piegel, II , 1774)
A kitchen C rane (Wiltberger, 178 1)
Both Catherine Wiltberger and Elizabeth Vander piegel
indicate their relative pro perity in the kitchen by po esing tin weights and cales, items not found on the other
inventorie. [n addition, ELizabeth Vander piegel owned
" D elph plates, 18 teaspoons, one strainer a nd 2 ugar
tongs," and everal pewter and il ver tan kards engra ved
with initials (Vanderspiegel, ll, 1774).
Kessler indicates that wood was a com mon material
used for eati ng implements, appearing in ea rl y inventories.
Although pewter was co mmon , it was not
m a nufactured loca lly ; the sam e would hold true for
tinware. For some reason , earthenware, as she also
noted, was generally lumped together and was not
itemized . There were three mentions of stone jugs.
An excess number of pots reflected their production
10cally. 31
Elizabeth Vanderspiegel has noted on her inventory
a "market bench". Kessler explains their use as a
resting place for milk or water. 32 Perhaps she sold
some product at one of the city markets .
Widows were generally left stoves, to heat their
dwelling chamber. 33 Those listed were:
a cannon stove with a plat unter (Kline 1116, 1775)
1 ten-plated stove (Wiltberger, 1781)
1 iron stove (Abel, 192, 177 1)
a foot stove (Schwartz, 1153, ! 768)
and the stove and all thereto belonging.
The ten-plated stove owned by Catherine Wiltberger
was a relatively new invention developed by Christopher
Saur, and displayed in his printing establishment in
Germantown. Those who owned them indicated their
ability to afford a more expensive item.
Along with stoves were left all manner of heating
equipment. Lumber was listed frequently, although
sometimes it referred to "old household stuff; also
JO Kessler, p . 22.

" Ibid., p . 22.
" Ibid.
" Ibid., p. 23 .
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things useless and of small Value")4 . Andirons or
dog irons were listed, along with tongs and shovels
and bellows. Several irons, such as boxirons, flatiron s
a nd heaters were often grouped together . Kess ler has
suggested that box irons were used for ironing, hot
coals being placed inside the receptacle. Eight of the
inventories li sted equipment for stoves and fireplaces.
Several varieties of linens, often listed with the kitchen
equipment, were mentioned in the inventories. Among
those most frequently found were tablecloth s; less
frequently li sted were napkins, with the exception of
Vanderspiegel, who owned 28 of them. Vanderspiegel
was the only one to own window curtains and valences.
A high priority item in bequests was the spinning wheel.
These were bequeathed to the widow who in turn bequeathed them to her daughters fir st, granddaughters
second, and friends third . In one example, Catherine
Redwitzer bequeathed her "best spinning wheel " to her
Negro servant (see above).
The spinning wheel
was often grouped with kitchen equipment, although
it was also found in bedroom groupings.
B EDROOM GROUPINGS

In almost every inventory, a bed, or part of one,
was listed. Apparently, a complete bed consisted of
a bedstead , a featherbed, sheets, blankets, pillows, pillowcases, and a bOlster. Occasionally, a rug was thrown
in . According to Bethke, featherbeds were very expensive in the 18th Century. 35 The bequest of one
therefore revealed the status of the item and the status
of the relationship between the widow and the recipient of the bequest. Most often featherbeds were
willed to daughters. In the case where there is on ly
one "bed," referring to featherbed, it most probably
belonged to the widow's husband, who had bequeathed
it to her. The progression of ownership of featherbeds would tell an interesting story about the social
relationships of the individuals involved in their
ownership. Often chairs, desks, tables, chests and
spinning wheels were found in bedroo"m groupings.
This is probably because the room in which the widow
slept was the room in which she lived, reserved especially
for her use by the son of the widow.
OTHER FURNITURE

Mahogo ny Dining table
1 Japan ' d dnd Ma hogony Waiter
a chamber table
a walnut table with base
(Vanderspiegel, 11 , 1774)
Other tables were either un specified or descri bed as
pine, little or kitchen, indicatin g the ownership of
kitchen furniture by the widow. Chests were common
items belongi ng to widows. Many of them held "lumber"
and " rags" (Strous, 1206, 1759). Of the many containers inventoried with the widow's posse sion , were
boxes, some made out of walnut, baskets for lumber
and rags, casks, kegs, and trunks, Elizabeth Vanderspiegel owning a leather one.
In the inventories surveyed, severa l items emerged
as unu sual. Catherine Wiltberger owned "2 blinds,"
and "I screen"; she also had a walnut desk and
bookcase, or a secretary; Dorothea Heiser and Cathrine
Wiltberger both owned cupboards; Dorothea Heiser
owned a clothes press. Both Catherine Wiltberger
and Elizabeth Vanderspiegel owned several pictures,
the latter 's described as painted landscapes and family
pictures . There was a notable lack of wall decorations
in these inventories, and the appearance of pictures is
indeed out of the ordinary .
LIV ESTOC K AND LIGHT FARM G EA R

It was customary for the widow to be left several
animals and fowl, or to have them at her disposa l.
Even in the city, many individuals kept orchards,
gardens and a cow or two. Thu s, the presence of a
cow in the inventory of Catherine Wiltberger is not
surprising. Likewise, light farm gear might be expected in most wills of widows.
In the inventories
studied, several species of livestock were represented,
yet fewer than would seem usual, given the tradition
of bequeathing a cow and a riding horse to the German widow.
I cow, six fowles (Stilfealt, II 60, 1750)
A cow (Redwitzer, 1334,1760)
2 sheep and one lamm (Kline, I116, 1775)
1 cow (Wiltberger, 1781)
Among the light farm gear inventoried for Catherine
WiItberger, the owner of a cow, we find:
. 1 rack and 2 hay forks, a scaper dung fork and
spade
A wheal barrow and a number of market benches
some hay

Other furniture found on the inventories were tables,
chairs, couches. chests, boxes and trunks, and chests
.of drawers. Elizabeth Vanderspiegel and Catherine
Wiltberger owned the largest variety and finest quality
of tables.
1 old fashioned Walnut dining table
1 old Walnut table
1 pine table
I old pine drawing table
(Wiltberger, 1781)
Mahogony Tea table

For Ann Kline, a country resident of Upper Salford
Township, we find some implements used for clearing
a space for planting:
2 hows a hached beles a gndirn
mawl wagges grobing and other hows and old
axes
(Kline, I116, 1775)

" Abbott Lowell CumIngs. Rural Household Inventories, The
Society for the Preservation oi New England Antiquities, Boston ,
Massachusetts, 1964, p. 268.
" Bethke, p. 17 .

The last line of the above reveals an interesting fact
about Pennsylvania agriculture. The archaic definition for "maul," in Webster's New Collegiate Diction-
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ary, is a " hea vy ma llet, sta ff or mace".
grub wa a
saplin g th a t could be sha ken at the root th rough the
use of a special axe, a nd th en be bent backwa rds a nd
forward s. " I f it yield ed to thi actio n, it wa ca ll ed a
grub. " )6 The special axe was ca ll ed a gru b-axe. It i
difficult to sa y if th e first three words o n thi lin e a re
to be read together; yet, I think it is safe to assume that
implements u ed in "grubbin g," the typical German
method fo r clearing a field , in stead of the Engli h
method , " girdling, " are referred to here. Wh ether
the widow was a resident in her son 's house, o r the
mi stress of her own; whether he did her own gardening or not; the impl ements were necessary to her way
of li fe.
FOODST UFFS

ca nt reference is made to food, per ha ps, as Kess ler
suggests, beca use it belo nged to th e livi ng. In that
case, what was in ventori ed was clea rl y associa ted with
the deceased . Perhaps those items so defi nitely belongin g to th e deceased widow were representative of her
traditiona l bequ est fro m her hu sba nd. T he ra nge of
foodstuffs to which the widow had access were grai ns,
fl our , vegetables and all vital foods, condiments, spices,
hon ey o r a hi ve of bees, the spence, a n a ll otment of
mea ts, emph as izing pork ,)7 cid er a nd fa ts . Gi ven the
definition of her needs and her right ful all otment by
bequ es t,the fo ll owing inventoried edibl es"belo ng"to her:
dry beans
mill tra p
cas k with beans
a bag with buckwheat
6 old bags , flour, meal, some rye
(Kline 1116, 1775)
a bout 50 pounds of gamons o f bacon
(Diehl, 122, 1761)
2 old bags with some mel
(Schwartz, 1153 , 1768)
pack with 1 buchel wheat
new pack with buchel Ry
2 pack with buchel Ry
an old pack with some rye meal
a pac k with o me fl o ur
a pack wIth some dry apples
lard
a small cask with some salt
(Strous, 1206, 1759)
.
The grains, so important to th e widow for bakIng,
and her rightful allotment , are fairl y represented here.
Apples and pork and pork products, reflective of Pennsylvania German culinary tradition, is likewise represented. It is significant that the alcoholic beverages are
mostly found on Wiltberger and Vanderspiegel's inventories the two widows reflecting a more cosmopolitan, 'acculturated society than the others considered
here. Considering the importance of honey in the foodways of the Pennsylvania Germans, it is odd that honey
and/ or beehives are mentioned only twice in the ten
inventories.
" Rus h, p . 56.
" Gilbert , pps. 33-45.
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long \ ith food tuff, fiber \ ere the rightful property of wido\ .
the food tu ff nece ita ted the
implement integral lO thei r production, 0 fiber nece .sitated the lOol and implement o nd itional lO theIr
bei ng tran fo rmed into cloth .
ppolonja trou eemed
to ha e more item in ento ried in 01 ed with the prod uctio n of cloth than di d the other \ ido\
4 Ibs. oa p
2 o ld wa hing and pa il
20 V2 yard white lin en
2 pair card
22 pound lOw yarn
5 yards coar e tow linen
15 yards coar e lin ey-wool ey
50 pound fl ax
35 pound tow
(Strou s, 1206, 1759)

Here one may fi nd the variety of cloth being produ ced
by one widow , fro m the coa rsest grades of linseywoo lsey to the finer grade of linen. The proce e of
washing, bleaching, a nd ca rd ing a re a lso repre ented
here. Bag of woo l a nd pieces of linen cloth are a lso
fo und in o th er inventorie , a lo ng wit h the above items.
Wh ile there were eight references to pi nn ing wheels
in the documents, there were no ne to loo ms, pro bably
beca use weavi ng was traditi o na lly a ma n's tas k.
Two other items whjch were pecifical ly willed to women were looki ng glasses and addle . There were fo ur
references to the fo rmer a nd o nl y two to the latter
in a ll ten in ventories.
The rea lm in which the Pennsylvani a German widow
moved , during the 18th Century , was a well-regulated
a nd limited o ne. Fo rced by law a nd custom to play
onl y a ma rgina l role in the la rger society; wi thin her
mall sub-gro up , she seemed to occupy a central
pos iti o n with in the famjly structure, given the many
prov isio ns made for her welfa re. Rules a nd c u s to~ s
developed of necess ity dictated the types o f ma tena l
o bj ects whi ch she could own and bequ eath. C u ~ tom
and law agrun regulated the disposition of those objects
rather acutely, making the tra nsmiss io n of folkwa ys o f
women her special province.
APPENDIX I
Information Pertaining to the Widows Studied , taken
from the Pennsylvania A rchives, Third Series, Vol. 14,
and the Register o f Wills, City Hall Archi ves .
MAGDALEN DIE HL - d. 1761 . Magdalen Diehl
li ved in the Northern Liberties at the time that she
wrote her will. She was married to Michael Diehl,
an elder in the Old Reformed Church at Fourth
and Race Streets, Philadelphia. It was his job to care
for the Church cemetery, in 1747 . She had two children,
George and Rachel. A George Deal is listed in the
tax lists of 1769 as living in the Northern Liberties
and having the profession of " stok weaver". There
was no tax levied on him for that year.
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DOROTHEA HEISER - d. 1771. Dorothea Heiser
lived in the Township of Perkiomen / Skippack. That
she is included in the sa mpl e is due to the inclusio n
of Perkiomen in Philadelphia Co unty at the time of
her death. The widow of J o hn H eiser, she had five
chi ldren receiving bequests in her will, one so n named
Andrew, and fo ur daughters:
Barbara Graff, the
wife of William Graff; Christina Gonelen , the wife of
Christian Gonelen; Elizabeth VoUmer; and Maria Salom.
Dorothea and Margaret Graff, two of her gra nddaughters,
an d Rebecca Ri gg, a nother gra nddau ghter, a re a lso
recipients of beq uests.
MARGARET HILLEGASS - d. 1770. Marga ret
Hill egass was the widow of Michael Hillegass. They
were members of the congrega tion of St. Michael 's
and Zion Lutheran Church, a ltho ugh Michael was
buried in the "Engl ish Episcopa l Graveyard';. She had
three ch ildren to whom she left bequests: Susa nnah,
who was married to Frederick Kuhl; Mary J ennings;
and Michael. H er son-in-law Frederick Kuhl , li sted
as li vi ng in Mulberry Ward in 1774, possessed o ne
horse, a nd was taxed for 168.3 .3. It is possible that
it is this very same Michael Hillegass who beca me the
treasurer of the United States from 1775- 1783.
ANN SYBILLA KLINE - d. 1775. Ann Sybilla
Kline li ved in Lower Salford Township, and was the
widow of John Isaac Kline, a yeoman. She had eight
children: John, George, Jacob , Richard and Gabriel;
and Mary, married to Leonard Melchior; Margaret ,
ma rried to Joseph Button; and Ann Sybilla, ma rri ed
to John Yerger. Leonard Melchior appears in the
1769 tax li sts . At that time he was living in Mulberry
Ward, is described as an " innholder," a nd owned
eleven acres, two horses, one cow, one servant and
was taxed for 111.3.4. There is a Jaco b Kline li sted
in the 1769 tax lists, living in Upper Salford; and a
Gabriel Cline, the same year, living in Lower Salford.
Gabriel owned 150 acres, four horses, five cows, and
was taxed for 16.0.8.
MARIA ELIZABETH LEHRIN - d. 1773 . Maria
Elizabeth Lehrin lived in Philadelphia. She was the
widow of George Michael Lehrin. They attended St.
Michael's and Zion Lutheran Church-, where Maria is
buried. Maria had three children, all of them underage
when she made the will: Elizabeth Catherine, John
Adam, and Ana Maria.
1770. Elizabeth
ELIZABETH MESSER - d.
Messer lived in Philadelphia at the time of her
death. She had two sons, both of them deceased,
Thomas and Daniel. She left bequests to Thomas'
two daughters Elizabeth and Mary; and to Daniel' s
three daughters , Mary, Cornelia and Rebecca. Her
three daughters were named Elizabeth Brockden,
Elizabeth Arng and Mary England.
CATHERINE REDWITZER - d. 1760. Catherine
Redwitzer was the widow of John Redwitzer, and was
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li ving at Pl ymouth. She had two daughters, Sarah
Wagstaff and E lizabeth Coughlin . Sarah Wagstaff
was ma rri ed once before to John P eter , fro m whom
Catherine purchased the" tone messuage with a lot of
ten acres" where she li ved . The chi ldren of El izabeth
Co ughlin were na med John , William, Samuel a nd
E li zabeth . The children of Sarah Wag taff were
nam ed Eva n, Sarah, Ann and George Peters. Evan
Peters is li sted in the tax li sts for Mulberry Wa rd
for 1774.
ANN SH ILBERT - d. 1752. Ann Shilbert lived
in Germantown and was th e widow of P eter Shilbert.
She nam es four gra ndchildren in her wi ll: Hanna,
Henry and George Engelh a rd , and John Thomas.
ELIZABETH SNEYDER - d : 1766 . Eli za beth
Sneyder died in Springfield Town ship , leaving two
children, a son Adam and a daughter, Elizabeth Groff.
H er so n Adam had two daughters named Eli za beth
a nd Eve .
APPOLONIA STROUS - d. 1759 . Appolonia
Strous' daughter , who was deceased at the writing of
the will, was ma rried to Adam Sneyder, who is li sted
in the tax li sts as living in Springfield, possess ing
two horses a nd three cows.
The other eight women included in the ana lysis of
the wills are CHRISTIANA BENDE R, MAGDALEN
ABEL, ANNE MAGDALEN PONTON, MARY
ELIZABETH KLE IN, MARY SCHWARTZ, MAGDALEN STILFEALT, E LIZAB ET H VANDER S PI EGEL a nd CATH E RIN E WIL TBERGER. Fifteen of the nineteen had inventories which cou ld
be utilized, although only ten were co nsistently used .
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Forest County Lore
B DO ALD

(This article i based on information pro ided by Mr.
Taft in March, 1976, in re pon e LO a que tionnaire
for the Ind ex of Penn ylvania Belief and uper tition
being compi led at hippen burg tate ollege. -EditOr)
Forest ounty, Penn ylvania, with an area of about
two hundred quare mile, li e in the rich timber belt
of the northwe tern part of the state. Lumbering and
tanning were once important indu tries in the area,
a nd thou gh one big awmill remains, the chemical
plant, tannerie and lath mill are a ll go ne. Thi wa
an important rafting area as well, I a nd many LOrie
of tho e da y are still reca ll ed. Th e Allegheny Ri ver
flow s through the county a nd is sti ll an important
factor in the region 's economy.
Jame Olney, a noted Alleghen y River pilot, after
exami nin g the hull of the team boat which Jerome
W . Wetmore built near Warren , Pe nn ylva nia, gave
hi opin ion to thi s effect: "With good engine ' n a
good starn-wheel, 'n a good pilot, 'n plenty of beechwood, she may go down stream, but he' ll never
come back-NEVER."
A tall tale told about rafting concerns a timber
rafter who got off a raft in Pittsburgh after floating
down the Allegheny Ri ver and picked a bushel of
sweet corn and walked home to Forest Count y. The
humor in the tale lies in the fact that no sweet
corn is available during Spring rafting weather. 1
A few other tale of lumber in g days survive on the
lip of old-timers in Forest County. Two brothers
were cutting timber in the area one day. One went
home ea rly. The other did not come in at night. Next
morning the first brother returned to the area and
found the second brother badly injured in the chest,
with a tree across hi leg. A rattle nake was coiled
on the injured brother' stomach , and snapping at
and eating flies that would otherwise have created
maggots at the injured fie h, perhaps causi ng infection. The snake aved the man' s life. }
Another story i told about Lem Wolfe, near ewton, Fore t County, having a favorite little dog. The
dog chased a woodchuck into the 'chuck hole, and
each bit the other' mouth and hung on. Being of
about the ame weight and st rength the woodchuck
pulled the dog into the hole, then the dog pulled the
woodchuck out of the hole. This happened several
I Rafti ng a long the Allegheny River i
de cribed in detail in Arch
Bristow 'S Old Time Tales of Warrell Coullty (Meadville, 1932).
'This is motif X1605: Mixed weather, a nd usually figures in
tall tales of a hunter who chases a deer from one season into another.
!Cf. motif B524 .3: Helpful snake pro/eets man from allack.

. TAFT

time. Lem tOod b \ ith hi double bit axe, intending
to cut the ' chuck' head off, but he mi alculated on
one of the ee-. a\\ pull, . \\un g and cuI hi dog'
neaa orr.
nother Fore t
ounty fable appeared on an
unidentified new paper clipping:
farmer bo
tu k
hi head into the kitchen of a neighbor and a ked,
" Kin you help me right a load of manure? It LUrn~d
over in front of yer corn field."" ell, J ohn," atd
the neighbor, " I'll reckon I 'll eat my dinner fi~ l.
Come and ha e ome ictual with u ." " I don't thtnk
Paw would lik e that," aid the boy - but allowed
him elf to be per uaded. An hour later, the kindly
neig hbor aid, " Let' watch that Bob Hope !V
program afore we tackle the truck." " 1 don't think
Paw would lik e that," the boy aid again - but
he sat down and Ii tened. Finall y, fully three hour
after the boy's initial appearance, the neighbor ro e,
yaw ned, and sa id , '~ ow, John, let ' right that
manure truck of yours. Wh y don't we call your
Paw to help us?" " Oh, didn't I tell you?" aid the
boy. " Paw' s under the manure." ·
Ethnic minoritie were rare, though gyp ie were
common, even into the 1920' . Mother feared for
their children being kidnapped. We had one co lored
fami ly in the County before 1920. When they came
to town by horse and buggy, they were referred to
as "the big black clouds are comi ng to town." Children
were to ld to get in the house ince it might rain. The
same attitude is reflected in the phra e "There's a
nigger in the woodpile," used to comment on a shady
si tuation. S
Being i olated from the center of progressive
medical cience, inhabitants of Fore t County were
forced to rely frequently on home remedies. Some
of the e are:
axe wounds -

U e turpentine; creoline sol ution . (Brown
2755; Brend le-U nger, 72,215)
backache - Rub with camphorated oil and cover with cloth;
use a warm iron.
bee stings- Mud packs; soda; ammonia; soa k in hot water.
(Brown L259, 2262; Fogel, 1102)
black eye - Beefs teak; poultice of tea leaves (Brown 1391)

' This

tory could probably be classified under motif J2183 :

Disastrous hesitation . An English variant appear in Colin Crompton,
Best Wes/ COLlntry lokes (London, 1970) , pp. 39-40.
' ''Col. Burd . . . had a number of slaves, and an incident in
the career of one, in 1768 , wa the origin of a phrase common in
late years - 'the nigger's in the woodpile' "( otes and Queries,
ed. William Egle, 1st & 2nd ser., v. 2 [Harrisburg, 1895], 341).
I f accurate the Burd reference is the earliest occurrence of the
phrase (cf. the Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs [3rd ed .],
p. 566).
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Map of Forest County, Pennsylvania
boils - Birch bark and black a ld er bark teas.
bruises - Poultice of tea leaves.
burns - Soda-water paste. (Brown 978)
colic - Fennel tea. (Lick-Brendle, p. 99; Wiea nd, p. 19)
conslipalion - Prunes, prune juice, figs, rhubarb. (LickBrendle, p . 75; Wieand , p. 32)

corns - Soak in hot soa py water, then peel or cut off.
CU/S -

Turpentine . (Jack, p. 36; cf. Brown 1268)

diarrhea -

Paragoric, blackberry juice. (Cf. Lick-Brendle,
p. 239; Wieand, p. 12)
earache - Bear-fat oi l, rattlesnake oil, a bag of hot hops.
(Brown 1330; Brendle-Unger, p. 126). Blow tobacco smoke
in the ear. (Brown 1338; Brendle-Unger, p. 115 ; Bryan, p . 43)
eczema - Sulphur and tar.
erysipelas - A tea made from Prince's pine (pipsissewa).
freckles - Vinegar and soda.
goiler - Tea from red clover blossoms; wear amber beads'.
(Brown 1539)
headache - Catnip tea.
hiccoughs - Breath in a paper bag; severe sca re. (Brown
1673; Fogel 1456)
ilCh - Sulphur and tar.
nosebleed - Cold water compresses on back of neck. (Brown
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1886 ff.) Put a co tton or paper wad insi de o f the upper
lip . (Brown 1871; Fogel 1587; Brendle-U nger, p. 41)
poison ivy - Jewel weed juice, ammonia, soda, borax.
rheumalism - Boneset tea, blood roo t and po ke root tea,
tan sy. (Brown 2014; Jack, p. 36)
ringworm - Sulphur and tar.
snakebile - Cut into a chick en 's throat and put it o n the
bite. (Brown 2130; Brendl e-U nge r, p. 202; also ci ted by
Dioscorid es)
sores - Poultice of flax seed; witch hazel wash. (J ack, p. 36)
sly - Poultice of tea leaves. (Brown 2282)
warts - Rub with cas tor oil. (Brown 2487)
worms - Mak e tea from th e cru shed roots of worm grass .
(Cf. Li ck-Brendle, pp. 224-225; Peter Kalm 's Tra vels [NY,
1937], p. 90)

Other home remedies 6 involved ways of getti ng
rid of vermin and household pests:
To get rid of bedbu gs, burn sulphur.
To get rid of mi ce, put soa p chips around buildin gs or
encourage skunk s to eradicate them .
To keep away snakes, burn sulphur.
To get rid of crows, shoot them, then hang up the dead
birds to sca re other crows. (Brown 833 1)
For potato bugs, use Paris green spray.

Still other ob ervation revea l the practical
of man y of these tradition a l practices:

ide

Ho t water and ginger were used to make chickens lay.
Feed hogs soft coal; it's good for their teeth and digestion.
Peas were planted on Sl. Patrick's Day, March 17. (Cf.

Baer's Almanac, 1949)
The best time for planting frull tree was In March and
Apr il, or in O ctober.
Co ld frame~ and hot beds were used to start seed for plant
to be resel. These included tomatoes, peppers, cabbage,
cucumbers, a nd head lettuce.'

Weather-lore collected in Forest County include
many traditional beliefs:
II th e gro undh og sees his shadow on Feb . 2, there will be 6
more week s of winter. (Brown 6044; Dunwoody, p. 31; Fogel
12 18; Schultz, p . 17)
Yo u ca n tell what the winter will be by th e wooly-bear ca terpillar; i it's a dark color, it mea ns a seve re winter; li ght
co lo r, a mild winler; if it 's dark o n o ne end , light in the
middle and dark on the ot her end, it mea ns winter, fo ll owed
by a mild spell, th en winter again. (Brow n 608 7; Fogel II 3)
A ring aro nd th e moon mean s it' s going to rain or snow.
(Brown 6545, 7035 ; Dun woody, p . 60; Kalm, p.
I ; cf.
Fogel 1249)
Bees buildin g their nests clo e to the gro und are a sign of a
mild wint er.
Spring is here after the peep toads are heard three tim es. (Fogel
579; cf. Brown 6043)
When chic kweed leaves fully open, ex pect fine weather. (Dunwoody, p. 65)
Signs of rain : Tightening ropes; red sun set; robin s ca ll ing
(Brown 6729; Dunwoody, p. 39); leaves turning upside down
(Brown 6822 ff.; Dunwood y, pp . 68 , 82); cows coming to the
barn a t midday (cf. Brown 6665); nies co ming into th e kitchen
(Brown 6784; Dunwoody, p. 56) .

Many Forest County weather sayings are couched in
verse, and some of these have not been recorded previously:
Empty your skillet, the rain will fill il. (CL Bro wn 6845)
High kites, clear nights.
Lightning in the Fall, no Winter at a ll. (CL Dunwoody , p . 80)
Red at night, sai lors' delight (tomorrow will be a good da y); red
in the morning, sailors take warning (bad weather co ming) .
(Brown 6 140; Dunwoody, p . 78; Phillips, p. 162)
When at night the owl doth cry, weather fair you may descrie.
When the fire burns fast and blue, frosty weather is a-brew.
When the mist creeps up the hill, Fisher, out and Iry your skill.

' For compa rati ve purposes, reference is made to the following
collections: Brown Collection of onh Caroli"a Folklore, vols.
6-7 (Durham, 1961 -64); Thomas R . Brendle and Claude Unger,
Folk Medicine of the Pennsylvania Germans (Norri stown, 1935);
D. G. Brinton, "Remini cences of Pennsylvania Folk -Lore ," JAF,
5 ( 189-2), 177- 186; William Ja y Bryan, "Folk Medicine in Butler
County," PF, 17 , no . 4 (Summer , 1968),40-43; H . H.C. Dunwoody,
Weather Pro verbs (Washington, 1883) ; Edwin M. Fogel, Beliefs
and Superstitions of the Pennsylvania Germans (Philadelphia,
1915) ; Da vid E. Lick and Thoma s R. Brendle, Plant ames and
Plalll Lore (Lancaster, 1923); Henry Phillips, "Folk-Lore of Philadelphia," Amer. Philosophical Soc. Proceedings, 25 (1888), 159170; J ohn R. Schultz, "Crawfo rd County Folklore," KFQ, 4,
no . 3-4 (1959), 3-30; Frederick Starr, "Some Pennsylvania German
Lore," JAF, 4 (1891), 321-326; Paul R. Wieand , Folk Medicine
Pia illS (Allentown, 1961).
' See Amos Long, Jr., "Grou t-KoOlch , Coldframe and Hotbed,"
PF, 13 , no . 4 (July, 1964),20-27; reprinted in his The Pennsylvania
Ger!nan Family Farm (Ure!nlgsvdle, 1972) , pp. 300-3 13.

When the \'1nd follo .... s the sun, fair day \\ ith 11 \'111
(Cf. Bro\\ n 6362)
When \\ histles are clear, there' fro t to fear

ome.

uper tition about bad luck in lude the fo llo\\ ing
co mmon one:
Spilling salt is bad luck. Take another bll of alt and thro\\
over yo ur shoulder to counter bad luck. (Bro .... n 2 I; Fogel
1942; chultz, p. 14; Brinton, p. I 5)
It's bad luck to open an umbrella in ide the hou e. (Bro .... n
3062; Fogel 436; Ph illip, p. 165)
If you drop the scis or, it's bad luck . (Cf. Bro .... n 3304)
It 's bad luck If a man throws his halon a bed. ( f. Brown 35 7)
It 's bad luck it a black cal cro ses the palh ahead of you. (Bro .... n
3814; Fogel 443 )
Friday the 13th is bad luck . (Brown 5995)

For good lu ck, a rabbit's foot, a hor e che tnut or
a hor eshoe wa used (Brown 5789 ff., 5817, 7115.)
In order to foretell the future, numerou omen
were ob erved. Girls con ulted tea lea es and the Ouija
Board to learn of their future hu band .
OtherWI e chance occurrence were con idered ominous:
If a knife falls, it means so me woman will co me. (Brown
4007 ; Fogel 379; Star r, p . 321 ; Ph illips, p . 169)
A dropped for k mea ns a man will co me. (Brown 4006; tarr,
p . 321; Ph illips, p. 169)
A dropped spoon, means a kid will co me . (Brown 4012)
Drop a broom across a door, company will co me .
Drop a d is hrag, some slop will come. (Brown 4027 L ; Starr,
p . 321 )
When yo ur right hand itches, company is coming; when your
left hand itches, you're going to get mo ney. (Brown 3928 ff.;
Schultz, p . 15 ; cL Ph illips, p . 165)
I f your foot itches, you' re going o n a trip . (Brown 3711)
Sneeze on Thursda ys for someth ing better. (Brown 561 -562)'
Sneeze o n Saturday, your sweetheart tomorrow . (Brown 561-562,
4162) '

Among the most serio us omens were dreams, of
which two examples will suffice:
Dream of the dead, you' ll hear from the living . (Brown 4079)
Dreams of a casket meanl an impending death in family. (Brown
5019)

In the early twenties (I can definitely recall this unusual instance) my mother, Louise Taft, dreamed that
she saw a casket laden with flowers slowly floating in
the sky, coming from the direction where my grandmother li ved (nine miles east of our home in Forest
County). She told of it at the breakfast table 9 and
insisted that she. be taken by horse and buggy to grandmother's house.
Upon arrival there, grandmother
was dead, from an attack of asthma. This type of
dream was instilled in the minds of persons of age 40
and upwards in the early 1900's.
Phillips li sts the complete rhyme (arl. cil., p. 167):
Sneeze on a Monday, you sneeze for danger;
Sneeze on a Tuesday, you kiss a stranger;
Sneeze on a Wednesda y, you receive a letter ;
Sneeze on a Thursday, you'll get something better;
Sneeze OR a Friday, expect great sorrow;
Sneeze on a Saturda y, get a sweetheart to-morrow;
Sneeze on a Sunday, your safety seek,
The devil will chase you the whole of the week.
' Ct. "A dream told before breakfast is sure to come true" (Brown
3132; Fogel 249; Phillips, p. 169).
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The Big Valley AInish
of Central Pennsylvania:
A Community of Cultural Contrasts
By MAURICE A. MOOK

Both sociologically and culture-historically the most
interesting Amish in the world today are the Amish
who live in "Big Valley'; in Central Pennsylvania.
The "world" in this case is eighteen states of the
United States and one province of Canada, which is
where most Amish now live. They no longer exist in
Europe, where they originated 275 years ago. Over
four-fifths of all Amish today live in Pennsylvania,
Ohio, and Indiana. Although they first settled in
Pennsylvania, and Pennsylvania is still popularly
known as "the Amish State," there are now many
more Amish in Ohio. There are also almost as many
in Indiana as there are in Pennsylvania.
However, Pennsylvania has the largest number of
separate Amish settlements. The oldest of these is
the Lancaster County community, which many Amish
call their "mother colony" . They are correct in this
assumption, for practically all of the Amish communities
in North America today either directly or indirectly
derive from the Lancaster County group. The Amish
originated in 1693 in what is now the canton of
Bern in Switzerland. The basis of their origin is
what is known in Amish annals as the "Amish Division".
The process of division lasted until 1697, during which
period those we now call Amish divided from the
Swiss Brethren or southern European Anabaptists.
The Swiss Brethren had previously divided from a
large Protestant Reformation church in Zurich
Switzerland . Many Amish know their early histor;
quite well, and these folk think of the early Amish
as reformers of the Protestant reformers .
The main issue underlying the Amish ciivision from
the Swiss Brethren was the Meidung, or ban. Meidung
involves more than excommunication from one's
church. It is excommunication to which is added the
practice of shunning or avoiding those who are
excommunicated . A rigid Swiss Brethren leader named
Jacob Ammann advocated a strict application of
shunning, by which he meant shunning in the home
and in the community, as well as in the church.
The followers of JacobAmmann have ever since been
known as "Amish".
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The Anabaptist predecessors of the Amish had
suffered severe persecution by both the church and
the state - by church authorities because they were
thought of as heretics; and by civil authorities because they were separatists, and pacifists as well, and
hence regarded as poor citizens.
When William
Penn promised that his colony would be a haven
and a refuge for the persecuted and oppressed peoples
of Europe, the Amish believed him and began to
migrate. In the early years of the 18th Century they
established several colonies in southeastern Pennsylvania, all but one of which failed. The Lancaster
County colony survived, however, and still exists as
their "mother colony". Eastern Lancaster County
has been continuously occupied by Amish families for
two and a half centuries.
Some of the Lancaster County Amish families joined
the trans-Alleghenian westward migration of the
mid-18th Century. They established three colonies in
what is now Somerset County, Pennsylvania, in the
1770's, one of which still survives. Their third successful colony was established in the early 1790's
in the Kishacoquillas Valley, in what is now Mifflin
County. This valley is known locally as "Big Valley"
and the Amish are still there, in larger numbers
than ever before. These are the Amish with which
this article deals. Theirs is the third oldest and now
the second largest Amish community in Pennsylvania.
Big Valley Amish are more interesting than most
Amish elsewhere, because they have divided so often
and exist today as several separate groups. They
share the same basic religious beliefs but differ in
their customs based on these beliefs. They also vary
Thus, they
in their material cultural properties.
exist as a community of cultural contrasts and
these contraslS are both more numerous and' more
varied in Big Valley than they are anywhere else
among the Amish.
One basic variation is between the "Old Order" and
"New Order" Amish. The Amish seldom use these
labels, however. They usually speak of the "House
Amish" as distinct from the "Church Amish". Their

words for these divisions embody one of the basic
cultural contrasts found among them: The Old Order
does not have meetinghouses; the ew Order does.
Th e Old Ord er Amish worship in the downstairs
rooms of their farm houses. When the congregational
group becomes too large to assemble in their homes,
they divide the congregation into two groups or
" di stricts," usuall y on a purely geographical basis.
The di stri cts then worship on alternate Sundays and
the bishop of the original co ngregation can thus
serve both distri cts. Thi s is mad e possible by the
fact that the Amish worship once every two weeks,
rather than once every week as we "Engli sh" do. The
Amish call aU non-Amish people "English". They will
occasionally say that someone is " Mennonite, not
Engli sh ," for they know that they deri ved from and
share basic beli efs with Mennonites and conseq uently
feel closer to Mennonites than to other "Engli sh"
people. When Amish individuals leave an Old Order
congregation, they usuall y join a conservative Mennonite church. They are then known as, and sometimes
ca ll themselves, Amish Mennonites .
There a re many contrasts between the Hou se and
Church Amish, but their basic di ffere nces may be
listed as follows: (1) The Church Amish have church
buildings, whereas the House Ami sh do not.
(2) The Church Amish use electricity in their homes
and barns, but the House Amish do not.
(3) The Church Amish use tractors in their fields,
while the Hou se Amish use gasoline engines only as
sources of stationary power.
(4) The Church Amish own and use automobiles and
trucks; the House Amish are not permitted to own
them.
(5) The Church Amish practice a light Meidung, and
the Hou se Amish apply a strict Meidung . The more
conservative Old Order Amish churches apply the
Meidung more strictly than more " progressive" Old
Order churches do.
There are now four House Amish congregations in
Big Valley , and one Church Amish group. There are
also three Mennonite churches in the Valley , all three
of which originally derived from the House Amish .
Not long ago there were five House :\mish congregations in the Valley, but within recent years, one of
the groups has accepted electricity, the use of tractors
and automobiles, and in 1962 built a church house.
They thus became Church Amish.
An interesting difference among them is related to
whether they worship in their houses or in churches .
Those who worship in the home serve a congregational
meal after the fortnightly worship service, whereas
the Church Ami sh usually do not do so. This meal
after the worship service is practically the same
among Old Order Amish churches everywhere . The
menu consists of bread, apple, or peach butter, pickles,

red beets, " chnitz" pie, coffee for adult and milk
for the children.
In Big
alley chnitz pie are
baked in the form of and are called "half-moon'
pie .
en and women not onl
it eparately in the
wor hip ervice but al 0 eat at eparate tables for the
Sunday midday meal. Except for babie in arm the
eat in order of age. The ministers (irre pecti e of
their ages) and older men and \ omen eat fir t; oung
people and children eat later.
II Ami h meal begin
and end with a short period of ilent wor hip.
Many of the abo e differences between the Hou e and
Church Amish are not peculiar to the Amish in Big
Valley. Many other Ami h co mmunities are d i ided
into Old Order and ew Order churches. But the Old
Order churches in Big Valley di ffer more among
themselves than they do elsewhere. Local Old Order
churches are usually known by the last name of their
bishop . The four Old Order churches in Big Valley
are today known as the Yoder, Zook, Byler, and
Renno churches . The ew Order church is the Speicher
church. The two most conservative churches in the
Valley are the first two mentioned, and together
these congregations are known as the " Old School"
people. They are sometimes caJJed " Nebraska" Amish
by their English neighbors. However, this term has
grad uall y acquired a tone of condescension, even of
derision, a nd its use shou ld therefore be avoided.
Big Valley Old Order churches differ in many customs
and artifacts , other than those that disti nguish the
House and Church Amish. Three of the most easily
visible differences are the color of their buggy
tops, the suspenders men wear, and the length of
men' s hair . Long hair is everywhere a symbol of
Amishness to the Amish. But Amish churches differ
in their definitions of what constitutes long hair. The
"Old School" Amish men in Big Valley wear their
hair to their shoulders; Byler men wear their hair to the
lower lobe of the ear; Renno men have hair about
half-way down the ear. Church Ami sh men wear their
hair still shorter, and the men of this group also
All
have quite short and well-trimmed beards .
baptized Amish men have beards, but no Amishman i
permitted to grow a mustache. The Amish practice
baptism of adults only, and most marry soon after
they are baptized.
This virtually, but not .. quite
accurately, means that married men have beards and
unmarried young men do not.
Amish women differ less in the length of their hair
and the way they comb it than men do. All adult
Amish women dress their hair the same way; they
have a very sharp and straight part that runs from the
middle of the forehead to the back of the neck.
Their long hair is then pulled back on both sides of
the head and ends in a knot on the back of the head.
Little Amish girls may have braids and combs in
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their hair, but as they grow older they must put
away such childi sh things.
Men of the Old School churches wear no suspenders;
they keep their pants up with a puckering string in
the back. All Amish men, and boys as well, must
wear broad-fall trousers, which they call "barn-door
britches". These have no fly in front; their trousers
have four buttons across the waist and the flap fall s
down in front. Most Byler church men have but one
suspender, wh ich may be worn over either shoulder.
Renno men wear two suspenders, but they must
be hom e- made. The Church Amish men may wear
" brought-in " or "store-boughten" suspenders. Lately
stores have been selling plastic suspenders to liberaland daring- Amishmen.
Stores in Amish areas
usually stock plain cloth and certai n articles of
Amish clothing (hats, shoes, stockings, socks, suspenders, underclothing, and the "prayer veils"
for Amish women) for the benefit of their Amish
customers.
If the Ami sh cannot purchase these
articles at local stores, they buy them from mailorder houses, quite a few of which now cater to the
needs of the members of various plain-clothes churches
throughout the country.
There are many church differences in the clothing of
Amish women . One interesting detail is the hal fmoon shaped piece of cloth they wear sewn to their
dresses in the sacral area of the back. These tend
to be longer in conservative churches and shorter in
more "liberal" Old Order churches. They also must be
the same color and made of the same material as
the dress. No one seems to know why they wear these,
except that "we have always had them ." They may
be, and probably are, a survival from the time when
all women wore bustles.
The Amish churches of Big Valley also differ in the
color of their buggy tops. Old School buggies have
white canvas tops, Byler buggies have yellow tops,
and Renno buggies have black tops. (Old Order Amish
buggy tops in Lancaster County are either black or
gray). There is also a large group of Amish in
Lawrence Country in Western Pennsylvania; here there
are five church districts and all have yellow buggy
tops. This group migrated to Lawrence County from
Big Valley in the 1840's, but all five districts are
still in "fellowship" with the Byler church in Big
The recently established Old Order conValley.
gregation in Penns Valley in Centre County has
white buggy tops. This group derived from one of
the two Old School churches in Big Valley, both of
which use white buggy tops.
There are many other cultural differences among
the Old Order churches of Big Valley. They differ
in the tucks and pleats of the muslin or organdy head
coverings (also called "prayer veils") that all Amish
W.omen must wear, in the colors permitted for men's

shirts, in the kind of farm equipment each church
allow , in whether or not the paint their barn
and houses, and in many other \ ay . In all of
the e ariations among Ami h churche, one i
strongly impressed with, and orrretime
urpri ed
by, the small details of life that the church can control in a ectarian society. And the Amish are, indeed,
a ectarian society.
They are, in fact, one of
the best examples of ectarian ociety life one can
find in modern America.
If you have never seen nor heard of such detailed
cultural contrasts between Old Order Amish churches
as have been mentioned here, it would be interesting
to visit Big Valley and see them for your elf. Big
Valley is in Mifflin County in Central Pennsylvania.
(See Mifflin County map). The town of Bellevi lle is
in the center of Big Valley and Amish farms surround
the town in all directions. A public sale is held in
Belleville every Wednesday. This is a commu nity, not
an Amish sale, but the Amish like to attend sales,
whether or not they need to buy or sell anything. It
is one of their favorite, and one of their few, churchpermitted group recreations.
At these Wednesday
sales you can easily see many of the cultural contrasts here alluded to-color of buggy tops, length
of hair , number of suspenders worn, and many other
differences of costume and of custom.
Although the casual visitor may see Ami sh culture
as a curious compound of conservative customs, more
perceptive perspective reveals a people committed to a
way of life which may have certain values for nonAmish Americans. For one thing, they may be counted
among the best-old-fashioned, one must say-farmers
of the nation. A Pennsylvania jurist has reminded
us that, in spite of their refusal to fight our wars,
and in spite of their eschewal of our higher education, the Amish are "usually out of trouble and
should be included among our best citizens." Their
own most highly esteemed values are family, faith,
and farming-"these three, but the greatest of these"
for them is their faith, for it underlies the other two.
lt is fair to say that all else in their life is minor
and marginal.
An Amishman and I once stood on Jack's Mountain,
from the top of which we could see almost every
Amish farm in Big Valley. The Amishman had lived
in Big Valley all his life. "There you see our virtues,
which are order. sufficiency, and peace," he said.
These they have for us also to strive for. They are
indeed, as they want to be and as they say themselves,
"Die Stillen im Lande"-the "quiet ones on the land,"
who as solid, substantial, successful tillers of the
soil have made their unobtrusive contributions among
us for now nearly three centuries.
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MAURICE A. MOOK
(1904-1973):

An Appreciation
By JOHN A . HOSTETLER

Maurice Mook came to the ca mpus of Pennsylvania
State University in 1949 as a newly appointed professor
of Anthropology. As a beginning graduate student
I enrolled in his course in Cultural Anthropology.
Professor Mook made the su bject so interesting that
I enrolled in all the anthropology courses that were
offered during the next four years.
Professor Mook died of a heart seizu re as he was
lecturing at the Lycoming Co unty Histo rical Society at
the Williamsport Museum, October 18, 1973. He was
born at Saegertown, Pennsylvania. January 22, 1904. He
received a B.A. degree from Allegheny College in
Meadville. He taught history in high school at Latrobe
and McKeesport. He went to Northwestern University
where he wrote an M.A. thesis under the guidance
of Melville Herskovits on " The Geographic Distribution of Mankala" -a native African game. In 1929
he went to Arizona on a fellowship to study the Walapai
Indians with the first group of graduate students
supported by the Laboratory of Anthropology at
Santa Fe . The director of the field work and editor
of the resulting Memoir (Wa/apai Ethnography, American Anthropological Association) was Alfred L.
Kroeber. Later he was a Harriso n Fellow at the
University of Pennsylvania where he received his
Ph.D .
Professor Mook wrote numerous articles on Indian
tribes, the Amish, Quaker social history, and Pennsylvania folklore. He also formerly wrote for philatelic
magazines . He reviewed anthropological books for
scientific journals. In addition to his work among
Arizona tribes, he conducted three summers of archaeologIcal excavations among Indian sites in Illinois and
Missouri; he also conducted studies of remllant
Indian peoples in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and
North Carolina. He visited prehistoric archaeological
sites in Mexico, Peru, England, Scotland, Wales, the
Netherlands, and the Orkney Islands. During World
War II he worked as a civilian with the Office of
Strategic Services in Overseas Security.
Professor Mook served on the faculty of the University of Pittsburgh, Ohio Wesleyan University, and
Brown University. In 1941 he was named associate
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professor at American University and four years
later he accepted a post at the University of Missouri.
When he came to P enn State in 1949 he was asked
to "build anthropology" into the instr uction program.
He was the first full time instructor in anthropology.

Profes~o r

Maurice Mook (1904-19 73)

From 1955 to 1971 he served as a member of the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.
He was a member of several national scholastic honor
societies including the Phi Beta Kappa and the Society
of the Sigma Xi. His publications reached the American
Folklore Society, the Pennsylvania Folklore Society,
and the Friends' Historical Association, in which he
also held memberships .

Hundreds if not thousands of students in anthropology who were enrolled in his courses best remember
him for hi s well organized lectures. Many were conducted on televi sio n. Pennsylvanians will remember
him for his Amish lect ures, " Barn Door Britches
and Shoo Fly Pie". He was named Penn State's
" Distingui shed Teacher for 1963 ," receiving the
Lindback Awa rd for effective teaching.
After co mpleting his teaching ca reer at the Pennsylvania State University, Professor Mook taught at nearby
Lycoming College in Williamsport. At the time of
his pass ing he was resea rching the life of Severin
Roesen of Williamsport, nin eteenth -century painter
of flowers and fruit.
Professo r Mook was married to Loui se Fairlamb
Windle. The family lived at Boalsburg, Pennsylvania.
Their three children are: Allison Louise Mook Sleeman,
John Windle Mook, and Margaret Suzanne Mook .
As a graduate student I respected my teacher for
his wide knowledge of the field of anthropology.
He abhorred half-truths, shoddy and un substa ntiated
statements, as well as sensa tionali sm. Often when I
came to hi s home in Boalsburg he was either seated
on the porch or in hi s study reading an article or
book and "taking it apart". He rewrote sentences
and made corrections in the margins. Hi s obsess ion
with factually correct information and accurate
description was a good learning experience for me as
a student.
While I was learning anthropology from my teacher,
he was learning about the Amish from me. Through
him I came to appreciate the Amish as an unique
cultural development. Our association continued well
beyond my graduation. We site-visited several Amish
settlements together - Kishacoquillas Valley, Half
Moon Valley, Somerset County, Juniata County, and
Elkhart County, in the state of Indiana.
The following is a complete list of his scholarly
output as far as is known.
I.

2.

3.
4.

5.

(Co-Author) Walapai Ethnography, edited by
A. L. Kroeber . Memoir 42. American Anthropological Association; Menasha, Wisconsin,
1935,293 pp.

6.

7.

8.

9.
10.

II.

12 .

13.

14.

15.

16 .

17.

"The Anthropological Position of the Indian
Tribes of Tidewater Virginia," William and

Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine,
Vol. 23, No. I, January 1943, pp. 27-40.
"Virginia Ethnology from an Early Relation,"
Ibid, Vol. 23, No.2, April 1943, pp . 101-129.
"The Ethnological Significance of Tindall's
Map of Virginia, 1608," Ibid., Vol. 23, No.4,
October 1943, pp. 371-408.
"A Newly Discovered Algonkian Tribe of
Carolina," American Anthropologist, Vol. 45,
No.4, October-December 1943, pp. 635-637.

18.

19.
20.

" The
boriginaJ Population of Tide\ ater
irginia," Ibid., 01. 46,
o. 2,
pril-June
1944, pp. 193-20 .
" Igonkian Ethnohi tor
of the
arolina
Sound," Journal of the Washing(on Academy
of Sciences, 01. 34, o. 6 and , June 15
and Ju ly 15 , 1944, pp. I 1-197 and 213-22 .
"The Humor of George Fox," Friends Intelligencer, 01. 110, o. 4, J anua r 24, 1953 ,
pp.44-46.
"Crawford County o. 3," Mennonite Historical Bulletin, Vol. 14, o. 3, July 1953, pp. 6-8 .
" Pennsylvania: Home of the
mi h," 1953
ACAA Convention Program, October 11 - 15,
1953 , pp . 42-43.
" 'Crawford County umber Two ': A ow
Extin ct Old Order Amish Community of the
1930's," The Western Pennsylvania H istorical
Magazine, Vol. 37, o. I , March 1954, pp. 33-46.
"The Mo t Popular Quaker Book ," Friends
o. 17, April 24,
Intelligencer, Vol. III ,
1954, pp . 224-226.
"Defense of the Dutch- the Amish Dutch ,"
'5 Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch Eck, Editorial Page
of the Allentown, Pa . Morning Call, May 15 ,
1954. (Reprinted in The Budget, an Amish
weekly newspaper, Sugarcreek, Ohio , July I ,
1954, pp. 1 and 3.)
"The Number of Amish in Pennsylvania, "
'5 Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch Eck, Allentown
Morning Call, June 26, 1954.
" Man and His Origin," (Notebook for) Ninth

Annual United Steelworkers of America Institute, General Extension Services, The Pennsylvania State University, Labor Extension Service,
July 1954, 7 pp.
"Pennsy lvania Ami sh Communities That
Failed," '5 Pennsy lvaanisch Deitsch Eck,
Allentown Morning Call, August 21, 1954.
"The Amish Community at Atlantic, Pennsylvania," The Mennonite Quarterly Review, Vol.
28, No.4, October 1954, pp. 293-301. (Reprinted in The Budget, Sugarcreek, Ohio, April
21, 1955.)
"An Early Amish Colony in Chester County,"
'5 Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch Eck, Allentown
Morning Call, February 26 and March 5, 1955.
(Reprinted in Mennonite Historical Bulletin,
Vol. 16, No.3, July 1955, pp. 1-3.)
"Joseph Johns: German Amish City Father,"
Ibid., April 16 and 23, 1955.
"Not So Plain and Much Too Fancy," Ibid.,
June 25, 1955.

35

21.

22.

23.

24.

25 .

26 .
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33 .
34.

35.
36.
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"An Amishman Who Founded a City" (Illustrated), Christian Living, Vol. 2, No.7, July
1955, pp . 4-7 .
"A Christian Classic for Children and Their
Parents, " Ibid. , Vol. 2, No.9, September
1955, pp . 16-17. (Reprinted in Church of the
Brethren Gospel Messenger, Elgin, Illinois,
Vol. 104, No. 44, November 12, 1955, pp.lO11,15.)
"A Brief History of Former, Now Extinct,
Amish Communities in Pennsylvania," The
Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine, Vol.
38, Nos. 1 and 2, Spring-Summer, 1955, pp .
36-46.
"S. Roesen-The Williamsport Painter," '5
Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch Eck, Allentown Morning
Call, December 3, 1955 .
"Extinct Amish Mennonite Communities in
Pennsylvania," The Mennonite Quarterly
Review, Vol. 30, No . 4, October, 1956, pp.
267-276.
"Friendly Philately," Friends Journal, Vol. 2,
No. 44, November 3, 1956, pp. 703-704 .
(With John A. Hostetler) "The Amish and
Their Land," Landscape: Magazine of Human
Geography, Vol. 6, No.3, · Spring, 1957,
pp.21-29.
"George Washington and Yearly Meeting,"
Friends Journal, Vol. 3, No. 16, April 20,
1957, p. 265.
"Northwestern Pennsylvania Wellerisms,"
Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 70, No .
276, April-June, 1957, pp. 183-184.
"The American Indians On Our Columbian
Commemoratives," Weekly Philatelic Gossip,
Vol. 17, No. 1858, June 22, 1957, pp. 518-519.
(Illustrated.)
"An Indian On Another Stamp: Sacagawea,"
Weekly Philatelic Go~ip, Vol. 66, Nos. 1899 and
1900, April 5 and 12, 1958, pp. 130-131, 157.
"Quaker Knowledge of Quaker Folklore,"
Keystone Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 4, Nos . 1 and
2, Spring-Summer, 1959, pp. 101 -105.
"Friendly Folklore," Friends Journal, Vol. 5,
No . 37, October 31,1959, pp. 584-586.
"Tongue Tangiers from Central Pennsylvania,"
Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 72, No .
286, October-December, 1959, pp. 291 -296.
"For Friends Poetic and Arithmetic," Friends
Journal, Vol. 6, No. 23, June 4, 1960, p. 358 .
"Nicknames Among the Amish," Keystone
Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 5, No.4, Winter,
1960, pp . 3-12. (Paper read at the American
Name Society annual meeting, December 29,

37.

38.

39.

40.

41 .

42.
43 .

44.

45 .

46.

47.
48 .

49 .

50.

1960, at Philadelphia, Pa.) Reprinted in (1)
"'S Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch Eck" column,
Allentown, Pa. Morning Call, February 4 and
11 , 1961; (2) Mennonite Life, Vol. 16, No.3,
July, 1961, pp . 129-131; (3) Names: Journal
of the American Name Society, Vol. 15, No.2,
June, 1967, pp. 111 -118;and in (4) Pennsylvania
Folklife, Vol. 17, No . 4, Summer, 1968, pp.
20-23 .
"A Quaker Funeral at Saratoga Springs (N.Y.
in 1838)," New York Folklore Quarterly, Vol.
17, No . 1, Summer 1961, pp. 131-138 .
"French Canadian Names," Names: Journal of
the American Name Society, Vol. 9, No.2,
June 1961, p. 121.
Review of Jan Harold Brunvand, A Dictionary
of Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases From Books
Published by Indiana Authors Before 1890
(Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1961),
168 pp. Keystone Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 6,
No.3, Autumn, 1961, pp . 27-29.
" Friendly Folklore in the Making," Keystone
Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 6, No . 4, Winter,
1961, pp . 18-20.
"Quaker Campus Lore," New York Folklore
Quarterly, Vol. 17, No.4, Winter 1961, pp.
18-20.
"Friendly Folkways and Folklore," Folkways
Monthly, Vol. 1, No . 1, May 1962, pp. 23-30.
"The Quaker and the Cuspidor," Midwest
Folklore, Vol. 12, No.2, Summer 1962,
pp . 75-80.
"I Went Down Town to Buy a Penny Drum,"
Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 75, No .
297, July-September, 1962, pp. 263-264.
"Did Quakers Alter Nursery Rhymes?,"
Friena;, Journal, Vol. 9, No . 3, February 1,
1963. pp. 59-60.
"An Alleged Quaker Version of 'Hey Diddle
Diddle,'" Keystone Folklore Quarterly, Vol.
8, No . 1, Spring 1963, pp. 40-43 . (Comment on
this in Friends Journal, July 15, 1963, p. 317.)
"Belly Wash," Journal of American Folklore,
Vol. 77, ,No . 303, January-March, 1964, p. 79 .
"Ethnological Notes from Cuzco, Peru," Centre
Daily Times, State College, Pennsylvania, June
9 and 30; July 27; August 26, 27, 28, and
29, 1964.
Review of Amish Society by John A. Hostetler . (Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins Press,
1963 .) Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 78,
No. 308, April-June, 1965, p. 165 .
Review of Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites,
(The Easton, Maryland, Publishing Company,

1962 [116 pp .]) in ames: Journal oj the American Nam e Society, Vol. 13, o. 3, September,
1965, pp. 222-223.
51.

pp. 124-129.
64 .

" William P enn Memorial Mu seum ," Friends
Journal, Vol. II , No. 19 , October I , 1965 ,
pp . 182-183.

52.

53 .

54.

55 .

(Obituary article) " John Alden Mason, 18851967, " Keystone Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 12,
No.4 , Winter, 1967, pp. 281-285 .
Review of More Quaker Laughter, by Willi a m
H . Sess ion s (London , 1967 [144 pp.]) . Journal
oj American Folklore, Vol. 81, No . 320,
April-June 1968, pp . 169-170.
Review of More Quaker Laughter, by William
H. Sessions (London, 1967 [144 pp .]) . Keystone
Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 13, No. I, Spring,
1968, pp. 71-73.
Review of Historic Place Names in Orange
County, by Don Meadows (Balboa Island ,
Calif., Paisano Press, 1966 [142 pp.]). Names,
Vol.

56.
57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

16,

No.2,

June

1968, pp .

65.

66 .

67 .

68 .

187-189.

"Decima Onomastica," Names, Vol. 16, No.3,
September 1968, pp. 294-298.
Review of Lewis Miller (1796-1882): Sketches
and Chronicles. The Historical Society of York
County (Pennsylvania), 1966 (l85 pp., 160
full-page color plates), in Journal oj American
Folklore, Vol. 81, No. 321, July-September
1968, pp. 266-267.
Review of Lewis Miller (1796-1882): Sketches
and Chronicles. The Historical Society of York
County (Pennsylvania), 185 pp., in Keystone
Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 13, No . 3, Fall Issue
1968, pp . 233-235.
Review of Daniel Boone in Pennsylvania by
Paul A. W. Wallace, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission, 1968,
in Quaker Life, Series 9, No. II, November
1968, pp. 360-361.
Review of Amish Society by John A. Hostetler
(Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press,
1968, revised edition), in Journal oj American
Folklore, Vol. 82, No. 323, January-March
1969, p. 88.
"Our Amish Neighbors in Big Valley," Town
and Gown, State College, Pa., Vol. 4, No.4,
April 1969, pp. 12-13,34; (continued in) Vol. 4,
No.5, May 1969, pp. 12-13.
Review of Isaac Collins: A Quaker Printer in
18th CentUlY America. (New Brunswick, Rutgers
Umversity Press, 1969), in Friends Journal,
May I, 1969, pp. 270-271.
"Halloween in Central Pennsylvania," Keystone
Folklore Quarterly, Vol. 14, No.3, Fall, 1969,

69 .

70.

71.

72.
73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78 .

Re iew of Discovering Surnames: Their Origins
and Meanings by J . . Freeman (Tring, Hert ,
England, 196 ), in
ames: Journal of the
American ame Society, 01. I , o. 2, June
1970, pp. 118-119.
" Parod y in Pacifi tic Prote t," Lycoming
(College) Review, 1970,
illiamsport, Pa. ,
pp . 43 -45.
(With L. P. Greenhill) Uniled Slates oj America:
Central Pennsylvania Halloween CUSloms,
Encyclopaedia Cinematographica, Institut fUr
der Wissenschaftlichen Film, Gotlingen, 197 1.
(10 pp. , summary In French and German.)
"The ' Big Valley' Amish of Central Penn ylva nia: A Community of Cultural Con tra t ,"
Lycoming College Magazine, Vol. 24, o. 5,
May 197 1, pp. 1-5 (map plu 8 illustration ).
" Our eighbors and Brothers - the Ami h,"
Lycoming College Magazine, Vol. 24, No . 5,
May 197 1, pp. 28-29.
"Surnames and Women' s Liberation ,"
Vol. 19, No.3, September 1971 , p . 222.

ames,

Population Trends in Lycoming County Since
1960. (Williamsport, Pa., The Lycoming College
Press), No . I, December, 1971. 12 pp., map,
7 tables.
Review of The Quiet Land by James A.
Warner (New York, Grossman Publi shers,
1970 [170 pp., 68 full-page photographs]),
in Journal oj American Folklore, Vol. 85,
No. 336, April-June 1972, pp. 198-199.
"Oddment," Friends Journal, June I, 1972,
p.343.
"Severin Roesen, The Williamsport Painter,"
Lycoming College Magazine, Vol. 25, No.6,
June 1972, pp. 33-42 (10 illustrations, 2 in color.)
"Severin Roesen and His Family," Journal of
the Lycoming County Historical Society,
Vol. 8, No.2, Fall 1972, pp. 8-12.
"Severin Roesen: Also the Huntingdon Painter,"
Lycoming College Magazine, Vol. 26, No.6,
June 1973, pp. 13-16, 23-30 (12 illustrations).
"The Old Order Amish of Pennsylvania,"
Chapter 3 in John Bodnar, ed., The Ethnic
Experience in Pennsylvania. (Lewisburg, Pa.,
Bucknell University Press, 1973).
Review of Guide to Place Names in the Trust
Territory oj the Pacific Islands, compiled by
E. H. Bryan, Jr., Honolulu , Bernice P. Bishop
Museum, 1971 (approximately 400 unnumbered
pages), in Names, 1973.
"New Light on Severin Roesen," Lycoming
College Magazine, Spring, 1974.
37

COLLECTANEA
Ore Mining and Basket Weaving in Maxatawny
The Sharadin Tannery at Kutztown
Occult Lore Recorded in Cumberland County
Edited by DON YODER
g'tzogga waara. Fer de hussa halta fun schlitz grieya
[1]
hut mer grossa shti cker ladder ivver de gnee g'laked un
R EM I I SCE CES OF ORE-M INING AND BASKET-MAKING
unna tsu g'bunna mit gom. Die ribba waara dicker
IN MAXATAWNY
wie die sheena, un waara brayder. in dar mid wie on da
[This document was typed by Harvey Fisher of Kutzenner. Dar rafe om karreb iss's airsht g'macht waara
town, from reminiscences he wrote down from Charles
un iss dubble g'macht waara, no sin die ribba in dar
Miller, 168 West Main Street, Kutztown, who was a
rafe g'macht waara. Dar rafe iss no tzommer g'noggled
guest of Florence Baver's Dialect Radio Program over
waara mid boddicha neggle. Now iss de hond habe
the Allentown Station on July 7, 1963. We publish it
drau g'macht waara. Des wore en longie rib das ivver
here in the original Pennsylvania German as well as in
der rafe g'do iss wara un nunner g'shova waara bis de
English translation.-EDITOR.]
enner tzommer kumma sin uf'm buddom fum karreb.
Now wahr der karreb ready fer g'wova waara. Mer
lch bin in Rocklond Township g'bora gwischich
hut die sheena darrich die ribba g'tzogga, un urn dar
Dryville un Fredericksville, sivvitsich yohr tzurick. Ich
wore sex yohr alt wie mihr noch Farmington g'tzoga
rafe rum, un no urn die hond habe rum . Die karreb
sin g'macht waara de wile os es hultz feicht wore. No
sin. Des shteddle leid so an tzway mile siddlich fun
Moxadowny. Farmington wahr umringdt mid eisa
hut mer's besser shoffa kenna. No sin se wile weck
mina, un doe hut mei pap arevet g'rickt far mind
g'shtelld waara fer ous drickla. No sin se ei gonga un
grauva inra mine das der Gorge Schwartz gayagend
no hut mer nuch mae sheena nei flechta kenna. Sella
hut, un schpader naus hut dar pap no g'schaft fa
wake sin se gute tight waara.
dar Ed. DeLong, in seinra mine. Dar Wash . Welder
Mer hen en lot unner shittlicha karreb g'macht,
wahr dar boss im DeLong seinra mine . Dar Wash. hut
glaena karreb mit hond hava bis nuf tsu bushel karreb .
in Moxodowny g'wohndt. 'S menscht fun dar grauverei,
Mir hen tzwae grossa g'macht das 5 bushel g'hova
wahr oudside im grund ovver 's is au mind unnich 'm
hen fer en bauer os se yusht kalta hut fa schprow drin
grund raus g'numma waara.
Die schtunna wahre
drawva. Fer so ainer tsu macha hut mei pap 3 dawler
long, die arevet hard un uftmohl g'fehrlich, aboddich
grickt. - 's hut ae mon sheer tzwae wucha g'numma fa
unnich 'm grund. Ma hut schoffa missa da gonsa
die 'zwae karreb macha. Mer hen en dawler un a
dawg mit pick un ship un hut 80 cent grickt. Unnich
halb fa en bushel karreb un .75 fa die glaennera.
'm grund hut rna boud 20 cent dar dawg may g'rickt.
Dale funn da karreb hen mere da hame rum ferkauft
W onever das die arevet net so gude wahr no is mei
ovver ains fun da shtore kipper in Farmington, dar
pap ons karreb macha gonga . Mir hen 7 boova un 3
John Isamoyer, hut's mensht fun unsera karreb kauft,
maid g'hot in unsera familia, un die hen allse mol all
en shprings wagga load uffa mol. Die hut ehr ols nuch
g'holfa mit 'm karreb macha. leh wahr II yahr alt wie
Allen-shteddle g'numma un on da unner shittlicha
ich meim pap helfa hab karreb macha. Die karreb das
shtore farkauft.
mier g'macht hen wahra die runde un wahra ous weiss
Mei 14 yohr warr mci letsht yahr in da shule. No
ache holtz g'macht. Noch dem das dar borne urn
hay ich in da mind au g'fonga. lch hab dreck un gravel
g'macht wahr sin die bleck 6 foos long g'saykdt wara,
ous da mind g'laysa. Da mind is ols ous da mind
no iss die rin runner g'schayldt waara un no sin dinna
lecher g'brocht waara mil gaul un karrich un in en
schticker die gons leng fum bluck g'tzoga waara. Fa
truck g'dumpt waara. Dcs wore dar plane truck. No
des tsu du is en schware messer ovva uf dar bluck
is dar truck in de hay g'tzogga waara un die mind in de
g'shteld waara un druf g'gluppdt waara mit rna hilsner
wesherei g'dumpl waara. Fun doe is alles in en sipp
hommer no hut rna die schticker gude obb tziega kenna.
g'luffa wu' s wasse r druff g'drayed is waara. Des hut
Die schticker sin no noch may nunner g'tzoga waara
no dar dreck darrich en hiltzner kondle g'shwemmed
in en loch. Des hut mer dar dregdom g'haisa. Dar
fa 4 odder 5 dinnera schticker macha, des waara no die
gravel un de mind is uf en dish g'falla un do hut mer
schiena. Die schiena hen g'schaupdt sei missa so das
dar gravel rous g'laisa un in en shute g'gratzed. Shpater
die schiena schay glod waara sin. En schware messer is
naus is dar gravel uff'n karrich g'lawda waara un in en
tzwischich die gnee g'du waare un's holtz ovva drivver
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loch g' dumpl.
rieyahr is fiel fun dem gra el g'u ed
waara fa die glaysa uffilla in da shtrose. Die mind i in
en chup karrich g' chmi a waara. Won er fol wore i
die mind uf'n karrich gdumpt waara.
on dar karrich
foil waar is'r uff dar warrif g'fora waara un in en
ri egelwake min e ca r g'dumpt waara. Won ken riegelwake karrich daart waara i de mind uf dar warrif
g'dumpt waara un no hpater won e karrich hi g'shova
hen is die mind nei g'shept waara.
iel fun da mind
i au nu ch da Topton funni g'fahra waara mit rna
gro sa schwaira wagga mit 4 geil ei g'shpo nd l. Friehyo hrs hut des a ls en lot f' lusht g' do tsu da waiya. De
hut al s glai sa g'rissa en foos deef. Do is no dar gravel
nei g'du waara.
Ich hab in da mind g'shoft bis ich 18 yahr alt war.
No«h den os ich g'shtopt hab in da mind hav ich au
fonga shoffa fer dar Mr . Irvin . Dar hut en oga miehl
g' hot naygs ht on Topton. Da oga is g'grawva waara
ima loch un no noch da wesherei g' numma waara. Do
sin die schtay un onnera dreg rau s g'wes ha waara.
No is da oga in en dom g'wesha waara. Wie da oga
drucka g'nunk waar hut m'rn mit rna schupp karrich in
dar driggle shtall g'fora. Won da oga no gon drucka
waar is 'r g'mahla waara un in barl fesser g' do waara.
No waar da oga ready fa fard schicka. Die men sht
tzeit is des g'do waara by riegel wake. Al sa mol is da
oga lose in die box karrich g'du waara . Wonever das
oga g'fora is waara mit rna druck war' s immer in fesser
g'do waara.
Des is g'shriva wie's mihr f'tzailed is waara beim
Charles Miller fun Kutztown uf dar 1 June , 1963 .
Uf g'shriva beim Harvey Fisher fun Kutztown.
TRANSLA nON
[I was born in Rockland Township, between DryviUe
and Fredericksville, seventy years ago. 1 was six years old
when we moved to Farmington. This town lies about
two miles southwards from Maxatawny. Farmington was surrounded with iron mines, and there my
Dad got work digging ore in a mine that George
Schwariz owned, and then later on Dad worked for
Ed DeLong, in his mine. Wash Welder was the boss
in DeLong's Mine. Wash lived in Maxatawny. Most
of the digging was outside in the ground, but are was
also taken out underground. The hours were long, the
work hard and often dangerous, especially underground.
You had to work all day with pick and shovel and
got 80 cents. Underground you got about 20 cent
more per day.
Whenever work was not so good, then my Dad went
to making baskets. We had 7 boys and 3 girls in our
family, and sometimes all of them used to help in
making baskets. 1 was 11 years old when 1 helped
my Dad make baskets. The baskets that we made
were the round ones and were made out of white oak
wood. After the tree was cut down the logs were
sa~ed six feet long, then the bark was stripped down,

and then thin piece were pulled the \\ hole length of
the log.
To do thi a fro\ \ as pia ed abo\e the log and wa
hammered down with a wooden hammer, then ou
could ea ily pull the piece off. The pie e were then
pulled down till more to make 4 or thinner pie e the e were the plint . The plint had to be raped
o that the splint
ere nice and mooth.
fro\
was put between the knees and the \ ood ~ dra\ n up
over it. To keep the trou er from getting hole ou
laid big piece of leather 0 er the knee and tied underneath with yarn. The rib \ ere thicker than the
plint , and were broader in the middle than at the
end. The hoop on the ba ket \ a made fi r t and
wa made double, then the rib were made in the hoop .
The hoop wa then nailed together \ ith pecia l nail.
ow the handle wa made on it. Thi s wa a long
rib that was put over the hoop and pu hed down until
the end ca me together on the bottom of the ba ket.
ow the basket was ready to be wo en. You pulled
the splint through the rib, and around the hoop ,
and then around the handle. The ba ket were made
while the wood was damp, then you could work it
better. Then they were put aside for a while, to dry
o ut. Then they contracted and you co uld plat in
more splints. That way they were good and tight.
We made a lot of differe nt ba kets, little baskets
with handl es up to bushel ba kets . We made two
big ones that held 5 bushels fo r a farmer who just
kept them to ca rry chaff in. For one like that my
Dad got 3 dollars. It took one man almost two
weeks to make the two baskets . We got a dollar
and a half fo r a bushel basket and 75 cents for the
smaller ones. Some of the baskets we sold around
home, but one of the storekeepers in Farmington,
John Isa moyer, bought most of our baskets, a springwagon load at a time.
These he used to take to
Allentown and so ld to the different sto res.
My 14th year was my la t year in school. Then I
began in the mines. 1 picked dirt and gravel out of
the are. The ore used to be brought out of the mine
holes with horse and cart and was dumped in a truck,
This was the plane truck. Then the truck was pulled
up and the ore dumped in the washery. From there
everything ran into a sieve where the water was
turned on it. This carried off the dirt through a
wooden spout into a hole.
This we called the dirtdam. The gravel and the are fell on a table and
there we picked the gravel out and scratched it into a
shute. Later on the gravel was loaded on a cart and
dumped in a hole. In the Spring much of the gravel
was used to fill up the ruts in the roads. The are
was thrown on a wheelbarrow. When it was full the
are was dumped on a cart. When the cart was full
it was hauled to the loading platform (wharf) and was
dumped into a railway mine car.
If there was no
railway car there the are was dumped on the loading
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platform and then later when they pushed carts there
the ore was shoveled on. Much of the ore also was
hauled to the Topton Furnace in a big heavy wagon
harnessed to 4 horses . In the Spring this used to do
a lot of damage to . the roads . This used to tear
ruts a foot deep . Then the gravel was put in there.
I worked in the mine until I was 18 years old. After
I stopped at the mine I began to work for Mr. Irvins.
He had an ochre mill near Topton. The ochre was
dug in a hole and then was taken to the washery.
Here the stones and other dirt were washed out. Then
the ochre was washed in a dam . When the ochre
was dry enough we hauled it by wheelbarrow to the
drying barn. Then when the ochre was completely
dry it was ground and was put into barrels. Then the
ochre was ready to send away. Most of the time
this was done by railway. Sometimes the ochre was
put loose into the box cars. Whenever the ochre was
hauled by truck it was always put in barrels .
This was written as it was told to me by Charles
Miller of Kutztown, June 1, 1963 . Written down by
Harvey Fisher of Kutztown.l
[II]
THE SHARADIN TANNERY AT KUTZTOWN

[On Sunday, November 25, 1962, at the age of 82,
Francis Sharadin of Kutztown, Pennsylvania, read the
following paper on the Fereinichta Fulk Radio Program,
WKAP, Allentown.-EDITOR.]
Father built the tannery in 1868 on Main St., Kutztown,
where now the Kutztown National Bank and the Sinclair
Gas Station are located. Father also built the house
next door where Harvey Wiltrout now lives. It was in
this house that we children, consisting of two girls
and four boys, were born and reared . So you can see
when I was asked to talk about our tannery it stirred
up very many pleasant memories and pulled at the
heart strings.
On the letter heads it was billed as the J . D. Sharadin
Silverspring Tannery but in common usuage it was Dan
Sharadin's Tannery.
I will now try to describe the buildings and the use
of each one .
First, we had a place to store the hides so that there
was a continuous supply on hand. This building was
known as the hide house, the dimensions were
20' x 20' x 15'. Here the hides were spread out on a
cement floor, salted, and piled on top of one another.
The hides were gathered from the surrounding community, the country butchers, the country stores who
accepted them in trade from the farmers, as in those
days nearly every farmer had some slaughtering done
right on the farm .
The supply from these sources was sufficient to keep
the tannery going except on rare occasions that father
had some hides shipped in from elsewhere. The hides
were then brought into the beam house which was a
two-story building 25' x 5' x 20' . The second story was
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used in the finishing process . The first floor consisted
of six vats 6' x 6' x 5' and the balance of the room was
used for working space. The hides were thrown into
the vats with some fresh water with some chicken
manure added. This was to draw out the salt. They
were then taken out and laid on the floor. Up to thi s
point they were known as hides. They were cut from
end to end along the backbone which gave two sides.
Hereafter they were called sides. Now lime was slacked
and this lime water was put into the vats with the sides
where they remained for about a week. This was done
to loosen the hair. From this lime water the si des
were thrown on a beam and the hair scraped off the
sides. Then the sides were put back in a vat with clear
water and the hair were saved and sold to the plasterers.
The sides were then taken out and put on the beam again.
This time all loose flesh was trimmed off. This was
known as fleshing . These trimmings were saved and
sold to the glue factory. Now the sides were ready for
the tanning process.
In order to tan we had to have bark , so a bark
shed was built 50' x 20' x 15' in which the bark was
stored that was brought in from the surrounding community which was peeled from felled chestnut and white
oak trees. As far as I know there is no bark being
peeled in our neighborhood at this time.
The bark was then transferred to the grinder. In
order to have power, a boiler house and engine room
were built. The engine that we used was built by the
Zehm Bros ., now the Kutztown Foundry and Machine
Co., and was in continuous use throughout the life of
the tannery.
The main tanning building was 80' x 25' x 25 '. On
the first floor the real process of tanning took place.
It consisted of one cistern, 10' x 8' x 5' -two vats
8' x 8' x 5' and 25 vats 6' x 5' x 5'. The second floor
was for finishing the leather. The ground bark was
conveyed to one of the 8' x 8' x 5' vats and hot water
was run into this vat to draw out the tannic acid to
form a liquor and this liquor was run by gravity into
the cistern. The sides were brought from the beam
house and hung on rods placed in a rack in one of the
6' x 5' x 5' vats. Then the liquor was pumped from the
cistern into the vats. The sides hung there for a week.
When the vat was drained and the sides rehung in a
fresh batch of liquor for another week then the
sides were taken to another vat and laid on top of one
another with a sprinkling of ground bark between each
layer. The vat was then filled with liquor. The sides
remained in this vat for three months. When the vats
were drained, the sides taken out, the vats cleaned
and the same process repeated when the sides this time
remained only two months . Now the tanning process
was finished and the sides were taken upstairs for
finishing into harness leather. Here the sides were run
through what we call a split machine. This shaved a
little piece here and there so that the side was of even

thickness throughout. It was then grea ed and made
pliable for d yei ng. All ou r leather when fini hed a
black .
From thi s description you will realize that it took
mo nths to tan leather. The peak of the e tannerie
was reached between 1885 and 1890. After that they
went out of existence o ne after another and by 1906
th ere was not one left in our community a are. ult of
chan gi ng co ndit ions.
There were 5 tanneries within a rad ius of 15 miles of
Kutztown. Ours wa the large t. They were Trex le r'
at Long wamp, Dan Grim' s at Grim vi ll e, Mo er' at
Trexlertown, [and) one at Berkeley. There was al 0 one
at Mo er' s in ton y Run and one in Ki stl er' Vall ey.
Thi tannery meant more to me than ju t a tannery.
It wa a place that very much of m y time a a child
and youth was spent in giving me man y plea ant memories and kept me from becoming what we ca ll a delinquent.
The tannery did not occupy the entire plot and was
right along the creek which gave us a sw imming hol e
and the vacant part of the plot gave us a pla y center
which drew all the boys of the neighborhood together
and when such a bunch of boys meet there is alway
something doing. We built our own little merry-goround and horizontal bars . The trapeze we fa tened
to a limb of a tree, and played a ll kinds of game that
all children enjoy.
If yo u ask me whether I worked in the tannery, I
mu st say no. The work was too hea vy . It took a full
grown man to handle the hides and leather, but I did
help to et bark and little odd job occasionall y. By
the time I grew up, the tannery wa out of existence.
I might mention that a beam hou se wa s nick -named
the perfume factory as it had a very strong odor and
al 0 that when anybody had a stomach ache they would
drink of the tannic acid liquor and in a short time
the pain was gone.
Here is a little incident that happened to my younger
brother, Ralph. He was fooling around with the plit
machine and got hi hand in the cog wheel which made
a considerable cut and took quite a number of titche
to fix it up. At the same time mother wa in Philadelphia visiting her sister when she said he had to go
home, that one of her children wa hurt and she would
have to go home at once. They tried to persuade her
to remain but he took the first train home.
Additiona l materials were received after the radio
program, and are printed here through the courtesy of
Mrs. Florence Baver of Easton, Pennsy lvania :
1. George Heiney from near Penn svi lle, orthampton County, " aid that his father used to haul bark
with the 'lader wagga' to the railroad iding nearb y
where it was loaded on railroad cars and hipped to
tannerie in Allentown, Reading, and Ea ton."
2. Mrs. Nettie Pettit, 1803 Hay Terrace, Easton,
Penn ylvania, who comes originally from Monroe
County, "remembers the Loux Tannery near Effort,

lonroe ount).
bout 60 year ago he u ed (0 roll
a ter egg at the tanner) near (he \ at. There \\ a
much ground bark lying on (he ground around the
vat. Thi \\a a good pia e (0 roll egg be au ethel'
didn't break 0 ea ily. The bark er\ed a a cu hion.
They u ed to hunt long pie e of bark, prop one end
up on the a( and (he other end \\a on (he g round .
Thi \ a like a little 'do h kondle' [roof pout). The
rolled the egg do\ n through thi bark. I f one chil d'
egg touched another child' egg that child \ ould laim
it."
[I I I)
o LT L ORE R ORDED I
I BERL
D
TY
[Dr.
ac . Barrick of Dickin on ollege, on
a
4 , 1963, recorded the follO\ ing item during an interiew with R., white male, aged 6 , reti red farmer, of
Fundamentali t religion and a church officer.
e
particu larly in ite reader, e peciall tho e from entral
a nd We tern Penn Ivania, to end u \ hat they remember of powwowing and wi tchcraft in the area
with which they are familiar.- DITOR .)
[I) One of ' kid, they thought he wa bewitched,
when they were li vi n' down near Wertzvi ll e. We were
down at th i ca mp meetin' a nd they co me up there
an d thi kid wa bawling . Th ey'd had him to docto r
and witch doctor a nd they cou ldn 't do a nything for
him and I aid why don ' t yo u take him up he re and
let thi man pra y for him. Th ere wa a co lo red fellow
there preachin ' from Harri burg. And they did . I
didn't ee them for a coupl e week but he go t better.
(2) W 's wife E used to beli eve in that. An ything
got wrong with the kids, they were bewitched . he u ed
to keep a broom acro the door 0 witche wouldn't
step acro s. Thi wa about forty yea r ago. [Her
dau ghter) C go t sick. Doctors weren't doin ' no good.
E. figured out who had bewitched her. She did somethin', I don't know what. The witch doctor lold her
that whoever did it wou ldn 't be a ble to come to
their place. Thi fellow come over there and tried to
even climb over the fence and couldn't. C. got better.
I een that one my elf. That was when they were
li vin' down toward Boiling pring. One other time
one was sick and they didn ' t know what to do, 0 I
told them to take her up to the church and pray over
her, and he got better rig ht away. E . died pretty
sudden. I fi g ure that' probably what happened to
her, so mebody pulled one on her.
(3)
ow here' a funny one. K., he li ved up there
toward Blo erville. And . sa id one time he ' d cut
hi s heart out. He'd done omethin ' to her, I don't
know what. Well he died udden and they took him
in to the hospital and cut him open and here the
artery to the heart had been cut clean off just like a
knife.
There is witches but they ca n only do it with the
ones that's scared of them.
[Interview with R., white male, 68, retired farmer.
Fundamentali t religion; church officer)
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German Immigrants in America

as Presented in Travel Accounts
By STEPHANIE FARRIOR

A number of visito rs to the United States in the 17th
and 18th Centuries left accounts of their travels, often
with interesting observations on America and her
people. I examined many of these acco unts, looking
for the visitors' comments on the Germans who settled in America. Their reasons fo r visiting this country
a nd the year(s) they were here were noted as well.
One of the most common aspects of the German
inhabitants in America that tra velers commented on
is something for which they' are well-known, that is,
their skill in farming. Francis Bail y, an Eng li shma n
who ca me to America for travel and di scovery in 1796
and 1797, describes a German settlem ent at length,
in very laudatory terms:
On our descent from this mountain [in the Al leghanies], we entered on one of the finest tracts
of land in all America. . . . It is inhabited
chiefly by Germans and Dutch, who are an industrious race of men and excellent farmers. Their
exertions have made this valley (bounded on each
side by barren and inhospitable mountain s) assume the appearance of a hi ghly cultivated country, abounding in all the conveniences and some
of the luxuries of life .'
Another traveler, this time a Frenchman, saw such
a contrast while he was in America in 1791 between
Pennsylvania and other areas of this country that he
comments: Before the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia
can be transformed into the transportation center of
the United States, "the morals of the people will
have to be reformed . . . The present population
should be replaced with frugal and energetic Germans. "2 He has just come from Pennsylvania to
Virginia.
A correlation was often made between
moral character and success at farming, or whatever
occupation. Interestingly enough, the same Frenchman
who is so laudatory above presents a different picture
when describing a family of indentured servants who
came from Germany. Contrary to the picture most
people have painted of the lot of the indentured
servant, Briss ot describes it as one of relative ease.
He is vi siting the farm of a M. LeGaux in Spring
Mill, on the Schuylkill River:
'Francis Baily, Journal of a Tour in Unsettled Paris of NOrlh
American in 1796 and 1797 (London, 1856), pp . 132-133 .
2 J . P . Brissot de Warville, Nouveau Voyage dans les Etats-Unis
de l'Amerique Septentrionale, fait en 1788 (Paris, 1791), p . 359.
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The German is a good worker but indolent .. .
Despite their master's kindness toward them, a nd
despite the excellent treatment they receive, these
serva nts are lazy. [These Germans] a re not characteristic of Germans generally, but M. LeGaux's
servants a re slow, indolent and dirty . . . M.
LeGaux told me that t.here were also two other
disadvantages in ha ving this so rt of se rva nt. They
often sha m illness, and they often run away. 1
One traveler attributes the success of the German
settlers in America to their avaricious character rather
than frugality and industry; or rath er, they are very
indu striou s, but this is because "every consideration
di ssolves before views of acquirem ent , or prospects
which hold out acquisitions of wea lth. "4 It is New
Lancaster in Ohio which causes him to make this
co mment; in thi s case, their so-called avarice was
detrimental in the long run, for they chose the head
of the navigable part of the river to settle, being the
most profitable. However, it was a swampy area,
and therefore unhealthy, and, Ashe adds, even smells
bad .
He uses this as further evidence that these
people put profit before all. This same traveler, in
describing the development of Cincinnati, a town where
a great many Germans settled, speaks of the character
of the German settlers, "remarkable, solely for domestic
parsimony, industry, and moral conduct." 5
Descriptions of the character of the German immigrants, then, are often included in conjunction with
their success in work. It is interesting to note that
the same results, that is, thriving COmmUnIties, are
seen by different commentators as the result of different characteristics.
Some of the travelers were interested in the reasons
that motivated the Germans to move from their homeland
to America. One of the most interesting of these
is an interview in Three Years Among the Working
Class in the United Slates During the War (1865):
In the course of a conversation I had with a
fellow tradesman, a German, I asked him if he
could not live as comfortably by hi s labour at
home as he could do in America?
"Yah," he replied , "ven I vas at home J had
' Brissot, pp . 205-206.
' Thomas Ashe. Tra vels in America, performed in 1806, For the
purpose of exploring the Rivers Alleghany, Monoflgahala:. OhiO,
and Mississippi. and ascertaining the produce and condllion of
their banks and ~icinity ( ew York, I /) l ! ), p. 153.
'Ashe, p . 203 .

m0re dosh un more plea ure den / have here;
in dI s countrie is all de while going round for
work , In my countrie 'tish diffrem - ve stay all
the whi les in one place.
"W hy did you leave?"
" / no lik e to be the soger, so leaves on de ontinent. "
" Did you work at your trade in many of the
European towns?"
" Yah; I vo rked in Bremen, un Strausborgh,
un Hamborgh in Shermany . I vo rked in Var haw
in Po land, in Bucharest, Walachi a, un in myrna;
den / go to Cali fornia , and stay dere tree year."
" You were at the gold digging there?"
" Ya h !"
" Did you make money while in California?"
" I make seven hondred dollars, den I comes
here un loss it all. " 6
Brown goes on to say that he has fou nd two reasons
that led large numbers of Germans to lea ve their
hom es for America:
- the conscription is the first, and the low standard of wages the second. When the unskilled labourer
arrives in America he finds him self placed on a
level with the citizen who has passed a probation
in learning a trade, and by beco ming a citizen he
is enabled to enjoy those social, reli gious, and
political privileges which were denied him in his
own country. '
I came across one account in which the immigrant
is defensive about his move to Ameri ca. An E ngli sh
explorer in 1811 is traveling with a group in which
one was a German. When hi s party co mes upon go ld,
the members divide it up, and each decla re what he
proposes to do with it.
A German of our party sa id he would never
have quitted the Rhine, had he had money enough
to rebuild his barn, which was blown down by
a high wind, but that he would return to the very
spot from whence he came, and prove to his neighbors that he loved his country as well as
another, when he had the means of doing well. 8
A great many Germans may have decided that they
would be better off living in America , but this
did not mean that they gave up the ways of the
old country. Quite a few of the travelers commented
on the lack of acculturation on the part of the
German immigrants.
Speaking of the inhabitants
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, one visitor notes that
the "inhabitants are nearly all of German origin . . .
they in general speak their own language, and numbers
of them are ignorant of any other. " 9 One commentator, a phrenologist on a lecture tour , noted in
1841 that the country between Harrisburg and Philadelphia "is all cleared, highly fertile, well cultivated,
and oossesses much natural beauty. The farm houses
. ' J" ro1e, .Da wson Brown, Three Years Among Ihe Working Class
Ihe Untied Siaies During Ihe War (London, 1865), p . 25.
' Brown, p . 27 .
' Ashe, p . 147.

In

'A Geographical, Hislorical, Commercial, and AgricullUral View
of Ihe Untied Siaies of America; Forming a Complele Emigrani 's
DlreclOry . . . (London, 1820), p. 418 .

View of Mifflintown, Juniafa ounty, Penn y/vania.
From
herman Day, H i torical
ollection, 1 43.
and office looked ub tantial, clean, and neat, and \ e
were told that a great part of the population i
of German de cent, and that they pre er e the language
and manner of their original country.' '0
Ferdinand Baya rd came to thi cou ntry around 1791
to travel and to ee thi land of liberty about which
he had heard so much. He com ment both on the
German ' reason for coming to live in thj cou ntry and
on the varying degree to which they ha e a imilated.
Wh en they ca me to ettle here, "it wa neither to
acquire knowledge nor to di s emi nate it, but to make
a fortune. Their favorite pa sio n for money , and their
unfortunate co ndition have kept them in the original
sta te of ignorance of their father." II Hi attitude
here seem inco n i tent with his reaso n for visiting
thi s country, that is, to ee the land of liberty
and opportunity. On their retention of old world
ways, he says:
It is certain that wherever the German s and the
Holl and ers li ve together, as at Albany, at Hackensack, etc., they have preserved their language,
their prejudices, their national par imony, and
have added little to the stock of knowledge which
they had as poor emigrants who were brought
up in the work ing cla s of Europe; but those
who have settled in regions populated by Americans
or English, have reared their children like those
of other Europeans, and this generation doesn't
re emble at all its ignorant and grasping ancestors. 12

Tills traveler obviously values education; it is no wonder,
then, that the German immigrants did not rate well
in hi s eyes if he does not value their skill at farming,
or appreciate the fact that a farmer's children have
little time for schooling, besides the fact that there are
sects which di scouraged schooling as unnecessary.
German settlements in Ohio are the subject of some
comments by a traveler in 1854. Speaking of Cincinnati,
he says :
IOGeorge Combe, NOles on Ihe Uniled Siaies of Norlh America
During a Phrenological Visit in 1838-1839-1840 (Edinburgh , 1841),
III, 344.
" Ferdinand Bayard , Travels of a Frenchman in Maryland and
Virginia wilh a Descriplion of Philadelphia and Baltimore in 1791
(Williamsburg, Va., 1950), p . 98.
" Bayard , p. 98.
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One peculiar feature is everywhe re ob servable Thi s
the number of sign-boards in German .
language is seen inscribed on doorways , a nd so
frequent ly heard spoken, that one almost fee ls
as if he were in Hamburg. "
Even as late as 1883 the German flavor in Cincinn ati
is the subject of co mment:
Cinc inn ati con tain s over 100,000 Germans out
of a tota l population of 300,000 . These form
a compl ete co lony by themselves on the further
side of the Miami Canal. H ere German is the
language spoken, adverti sements placa rding the
walls a re in Ger man, a German newspaper is
pub lished, a nd , in fact, all t he surroundin gs
would make a Germ an fee l as though he had been
suddenl y transpla nted to the" fatherland."
At th e top of each of the inclined planes is
an extensive Beer Garden, where Germans of all
classes resort on Sunday afternoons, drinking
lager beer and convers ing or playing cards, while
t heir children amuse them selves and playmates
a bout the grounds. 14

Hollidaysburg (1 843)

Le wisburg (1843)

Another Ohio town of large German population was
Cleveland.
The same writer comments that " on
Saturday night the market on Ontario Street is thronged
with them [Germans], both buyers and sellers; bargaining
in the German tongue over American-made German
sa usage, etc . . " 15
One traveler offers an explanation as to why so
man y Germans chose to settle in Ohio:
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W hile Ohio has been strangely neglected by
ettlers from Great Britain, it has become a land
of promise to Germans, who, fleeing from the
dull despoti sms of centra l Europe, find here
a boundless sco pe fo r their genius and preserving
indu st ry. They fi nd, likewise, a region resemblin g
that of their own dear Rhine . ' 6
A number of the travelers mention the accommodations
on the road, and it seems that Germans were a mong
th e principal tavern and inn keepers. The visitors'
reaction s to the accommodations vary greatly. An
E ngli sh ex plorer in 181 1 wri tes of the receptio n given
him in one place in Ohio:
1 dropped down to a house wh ich had a neat
appearance, a nd something which indicated comfort . . . A clean and ord erly looking family
sat at break fast composed of maize and milk.
"Good morrow stranger, " was uttered involuntarily
by a ll , " how fares it? " continu ed a n old ma n.
[He is invited to join them .] ... the usual questions
were put to me; but not put in the impertinent
and intr usive way of the eastern states, to discover
the extent of one's property and private views, bu t
merely as a species of chit-chat , or sort of
rural good breeding, to engage attention, pass
time, and divert the mind. 17
In sha rp co ntrast to this warm picture of hospitality
is the account of that sa me Frenchman who was
deprecatory of the Germans with respect to their
"ignorance." On the road to Hagerstown, Maryland,
he stops for a meal.
Our hostess was a sto ut German woman,
dirty, crabbed, loud of speech, and ordering her
hu sband about with disgusting coa rseness . . ..
After a bad dinner, served with worse grace,
received ill-humoredly but well paid for , we left
that detestable tavern with a feeling of joy that
you experience when you leave an evil haunt and
bad company. '8
Beginning to suspect that this commentator's remark s were all affected by an innate dislike of Germans in general, I found the following remark which
shows that he can find some good in them. In a
town called Winchester, he writes,
put up at Mr . Bush's:
he is a German who
had made a fortune in the tavern business . . . I
received a few signs of consideration for having
had the honor of living in Strasbourg and for having
crossed the Rhine . He has a good man cook,
the finest kinds of butcher's meat, game and
freshwater fish, wines from every country, cleanli-

I' William Chambers, Things as They A re in America (London,
1854), p . 150.
I' Baggage and Boots; or, Mr. Smith's First Peep at A merica.
an instructive tale oj travel and adventure (Lo nd on, 1856), p. 177.
I' Baggage and Boots, p. 263 .
I'C hambers, p. 150.
" Ashe, p. 11 8.
I' Baya rd, p. 33.
I' Bayard, p . 60.

ness, fine linen, good bed, well lighted room, and
everything at a very rea onable price. 19
These travel accounts are also a ource of informatio n regarding the occupations of the German immigrant. A Frenchman who came to study American
rai lroad , commented in 1837 that the town of Cincin nati, un like most small towns in the East who e
bui lding is directed by people in the bigger citie , wa
built by the in habitants of the town themselves, who
were Germans, Irish, and Alsatians. Most of them
were artisans, but the buildings they built were
st urd y a nd of good quality. 20
Another writer, speaking of the inhabitant of Lancas ter, Pennsy lva nia, is more specific about the
occupation .
Severa l di ffe rent ki nds of a rticles are ma nufac tured in thi s tow n by Germ a n mecha nics, indi vidu a ll y; who fo r the most part are a rmourers,
ha tters, sa ddlers, a nd coo pers. The rifle- barrelled
gun s ma de here have been lo ng celebrated fo r
their excell ence, and a re the o nl y a rm s that are
used by the inhabita nts of t he in terior pa rt of the
co untry, a nd by the Indi a ns. 21
Th e rifles a re a lso mentioned by Ashe when he
spea ks o f Lancaster: " They manu facture excellent
ri fie guns and other hardware . "22
A di fferent a rea of work is found in a later account,
the 1865 Working Class in the United States men'O Michel C heva li er. LeI/res Sur {'Amerique du No rd (Pa ris. 1837).

p. 306.

tioned abo e. It author note that Iri h and German
make up the majority of e\\ Yorker. and the are
the mo t common 0\\ ner of liquor lOre ."
Finall , I found a de cription of one craft at which.
the writer noted. the German and cot h e celled.
iting a furniture factor , he note:
My attention wa called to\ ard the proce of
ornamental hand-turning. chiefl e ecuted b Germans. One of these Ie er mechanic went through
his work with a toni hing peed and preci ion; hi
keen eye ne er being for one in tant ral ed from
the whirling lathe before him.24
I had originally thought to examine the travel
accounts for remarks on the customs peculiar to the
German immigrant , and paid particular attention to
tho e accounts of visitor to P enn yl ania. H owever,
among all the comment on the character of the e
people, their farms, thei r craft , and the degree to
which they retained their language, I found o nly one
which rema rked o n a custom peculiar to t hem. It
comes from o ne of the ea rlie t of the fourtee n
accounts in which I found reference to German immigrants. A nd rew Burnaby traveled in orth A merica
in 1756 and 1760 as a minister of the Church of E ngland.
H e gives a delightful accoun t of " bundl ing" as a
fo rm o f co urtship .
lO A Geographical View . . ., pp . 418-419.
" Ashe, p. 12.
" Brow n, p. 14.
" C ha mbers, p. 152 .

. Vie w of the City of Harrisburg, Pennsy lvania, 1854. From Gleason' s Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion.
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View of Northumberland
(1843), showing flatboats in
river and canal boats at left.

Delaware Water Gap,
a Gilbert Engraving.

Town View of
Middletown,
Dauphin County
(1843)
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Singular situations and ma nners will be producti ve of singular customs; but freq uently such as
upon slight examination may appear to be the
effects o f mere grossness of character, will, upon
deeper research, be found to proceed fro m simpli city and innocence.
A very extraord inary
method of courtship , which sometimes practised
amongst the lower people of this provi nce, and is
called Tarrying, has given occasion to this reflection.
When a man is enamoured of a young woma n,
and wi shes to marry her, he proposes the affair
to her parents, (without whose consent no marriage
in thi s colony can take place) ; if they have no
objection, they allow him to tarry with her one
nig;lt, in order to make his court to her.
A t their usual time the old couple retire to
bed , leaving the young ones to settle matters as
they can, who, having sat up as long as they
think proper, get into bed together also, but without pulling off their under-garments, in order
to prevent scandal. If the parties agree, it is all
very well; the banns are published, and they are
married without delay. If not, they part, and
possibly never see each other again; unless, which
is an accident that seldom happens, the for saken
fair one prove pregnant, and then the man is
obliged to marry her, under pain of excommunication. 25
Since many books about the Germans in America
are written from a philiopietist viewpoint, I was
interested in seeing what those commentators who had
no immediate reason for presenting such a point of
view chose to point out as the merits of these people.
Common in many books, too, is to tell of the contributions of the Germans to America, and again, I
was interested in seeing what outsiders would point
out as their contributions.
In speaking of bountiful farms of the German
farmers in Pennsylvania, Brissot, writing in 1791,
lauds the Pennsylvania German farmer.

. . . it i to them that thi tate 0\\ e it an ient
reputation and importan e .. It \\ a from their
mencan and Fren h armie
farm that the
obtained upplie during the la t re olution; it \\ a
from their product that came the million of
piastre brought from H a ana after 17 0; the million which were the foundation for the Bank of
orth merica, \ hich maintained the rm unti l
the peace of Pari .2'
A Frenchman who came to thi cou ntry in
in pi red to do 0 by Tocque ille' \ riting ; he
ee a new ociety in the making .
pa rt
ociety, he no ted , wa that made u p of the
imm igra nts.

56 \ a
a rn e to
of th i
Germa n

. . . t hey co mpr i e a cia
o f farm er whi ch
in genera l is very indu tri o u a nd ery re pectable .
Th is cl ass has Ie s tro uble blending in with the
American nationality than the literat i. 21
It is unclear what he mean by the American na tionality, for he goes on to say that the e German a sociate mo tly among themselves, and have con erved
their language and custom . It is clear , however,
that he admires them as farmer s.
In lauding the " most honest , the most industriou ,
the simplest , the most economical " of the cultivators
in America, the Germans, one traveler puts thi s in
perspective with relation to their role as citizen In
this democratic state.

They are to be reproached only for not having the
knowledge that other Americans have; knowledge
which is necessary in a democratic government.
Nevertheless, several men, important for their
knowledge, have left the fold; Rittenhouse, Kuhn
and Muhlenburg. There are projects to have them
mix more with Americans, to give them more
knowledge. 28

Buttermilk Falls,
Luzerne County.
Editor's Collection .
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This writer, then, sees two aspects of the German
contribution to America. First, they are the best
farmers, a nd in this respect have made a great contribution to this country. (See quotation 26 above.)
However , in that the isolated nature of this occupation
as well as lack of interest keeps them from gaining
knowledge, those who have broken away from this class
of cul tivators and have become learned men are praised.
David Ri ttenhouse (1732-1796), was a professor of
astronomy at the College of Philadelphia, and was the
first director of the Mint. Adam Kuhn (1741-1817),
a physician a nd botanist, was also a professor there.
Frederick Muhlenberg (1750-1801), was the first speaker
of the federal House of Representatives . 29 This traveler,
then, notes also the contributions of the Germans
in academia and in government.
James Dawson Brown, author of the Working Class,
also notes the German contribution to thi s country
with regard to their farming, though he also mentions
that they are in other occupations as well. He seems
to disagree with the above writer about the involvement
of the Germans in government. This is probably due
to the fact that he spoke for the most part with
people in the cities, where there is generally a hi gher
degree of assimilation; the writer cited above, however, knew of the German immigrants almost exclusively from his travels in Pennsylvania, and there
he probably had contact with the sects which hold
farming and their closeness to the soil in high esteem,
regarding education and involvement in government
as a waste of time. Herewith Brown's observations:
Much of the development of the great natural
resources of America during the last forty years
is no doubt owing to the energy and industry
of the Irish and German settlers. These two races
of the human family are vastly different from
each other in nearly all the aspects and phases of
their social characters. The German is plodding,
frugal, and cautious; he is quiet, too, and seldom
commits himself by noisy demonstrations. In his
adopted country he enjoys both social and political
liberty, and is proud of the dignity his citizenship
confers; these advantages were denied him in his
fatherland, and he uses them in his new home
with becoming discretion. The Teutonic family
is largely wedded to the soil in all the agricultural
districts, from the eastern seaboard to the far
west. Many, however, are engaged in commercial
pursuits, and a goodly number ply their industry
in various branches of skilled labour. 30

The immigration of many German musIcIans to
America in the early 19th Century apparently had an
effect on the cultural life here, for one writer who
commented in 1865 on the Germans as an industrious
and respectable class of farmers also says that " the
Germans are, in the United States, the source of orchestras and of concerts. "3'
48

There is quite a variety of comments on the German
in America fo und in travel accounts. Some emphasize
their "character," others, their ski ll at farming, furniture making, rifle making, etc., and some discuss
their involvement or lack thereof in mainstream America
and her cul ture. That a number of the travelers
mentioned taverns and inns run by Germans indi cates
that th is was another area in which Germans, if they did
not actua ll y dominate it, were at least commonly
fo und engaged.
In my research, I made use of fourteen travel
acco un ts which had more than just a passing comment
on the German immigrants in America, a nd I found
the remarks interesting and instructive. Much more
work remains to be done in ' this field, as there
is a vast number of works left by travelers.
" Andrew Burnaby, Travels Through the Middle Settlements in
North America in thl' Years 1759 and 1760; with observations upon
the state of th e Colonies (London , 1775), pp . 141 - 142 .
" Brissot, 11 ,106 .
" Jean -Jacques Ampere, Promenade en Amerique; Etats- Unis Cuba - Mexique (Paris, 1856) , I, 242 .
" Brissot, II, 112 .
" Brissot, editor' s note, p. 272.
,oBrown, p . 17.
" Ampere, 11 ,40.
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Folk-Cultural Que tionnaire

0.46:

The Pie and Related Forms in Pennsylvania Cuisine
The pie, which has long held fir t place as Am eri ca'
favorite dessert, has a long and di stingui shed hi story
in American cuisine, as well as a large family of
relatives - di shes similar in form or co ntent both in thi s co untry and in Europe. Thi s qu estionnaire is designed to eli cit information from our
readers about the pie and other fo rm s of dough
cui sin e related to it.
I. The Fruit Pie. Th e co mmonest type of pie,
numerically and statistically, is the fruit pie, usually
Will reader
with two crusts and a fruit filling.
jot down for us the range of fruits used in the
fruit pie in Pennsylva nia . Wh at is the difference
between a "pie" and a "tart"? Is it a matter of
size, or the difference between a pi e that has two
crusts and one that has only a bottom cru st (pie shell)?
2.
Custards.
A variant pie involves custard
filling of various sorts. Will readers describe the fillings
known to them?
3.
The Cake-Pie.
Penn sylvania has become
famous, at least in the 20th Century, for a combination
cake-pie known as "Shoofly Pie" or "Shoofly Cake,"
which involves a cake baked in a pie shell with a
layer of molasses at the bottom. Such pies have
no top cru st. Describe the types of shoofly pie your
family made (wet or gooey bottom vs. dry bottom,
etc.).
Describe also the analogues to the shoofly
pie - Lemon Sponge Pie, Montgomery Pie, Funny
Cake, and others that you may know of.
What
other names do you know for shoofly pie? People
in Central Pennsylvania used to call it "Granger
Pie," presumably because it was made and consumed
at Granger Picnics . What do you think is the origin
of the name "Shoofly Pie"?
4. The "Kuchen". Pennsy lvania German cooks
used to make what was called a "K uchen," based
on European precedent. This was not a pie but was
a relative of the pie, in that it involved a dough base
into which pieces of fruit or other substances were
literally stuck before baking. Will readers li st and
describe the "Kuchen" forms which they may remember
from their families, commenting on the relation of
the "Kuchen" to the pie. One of the alltime favorites
in this category was Zwiwwelkuche or "onion cake,"
often taken to the harvest fields as a "ten o'clock
piece. "
5. Potpie . Another old time favorite among Pennsylvanians is "potpie," which has only the word
"pie" in common with the fruit pie. This is not

the common meat pie baked in a ca erole with a top
crust covering all, although one ee thi ne\ co mer
on Penn ylvania upermarket hel e. The Penn I anian
va riety i a di h made in a pot, originally 0 er an
ope n fireplace, in 01 ing quare of rolled-o ut dough
cooked with meat and meat broth.
ill reader
de cribe the varietie of potpie they reca ll.
6.
Povert y Pie.
Our forefather remembered
th e " hun ger time" in urope and were carefu l not
to waste precio u food tuff . In time of bad har e t,
when normal fruit crop failed, what type of material
were used for pi e? " There will always be eld erberries," the old people u ed to ay, and I will
venture the statem ent that elderberry pie i in rea lity a
" poverty pie" made when other pie ingredient were
scarce. What were the other? Have reader heard
of the Penn sy lvania German povert y pie ca ll ed
Sauerambelboi (Sorrel Pi e)?
7.
Children's Pie.
Wh en th e hou sew i fe had
dough left over from baking, someti me he coa ted the
pi eces in pecia l ways and baked them for the children
What were the es pecial piedough
in the family.
treats that our readers remember? Was the Penn ylvania
German Schlappkuche (Milk Pi e) one of the e? Wh at
was a "Half Moon Pi e"?
8. The Meat Pie. Did Penn ylvan ia cooks prepare
meat pies, with cru sts in the mod ern fa hion?
If
so, were these large, like supermarket meatpi e , or
small , lik e "Welsh Pastie" and other British lIes
delicacies?
9. Pie Preparation. Will the traditionali st coo ks
among our readers describe the preparati o n of the pie
in the old ways of their moth ers or grandmothers.
How wa the pie crust "shortened"? What weetenings were used for fruit pies? How were the pi es
baked in the outdoor bakeoven, in the kitchen range?
Where were pies tored before use? What i a "pie
safe"?
How man y pies and what type of pies
would the average Pennsylvania hou ewife bake for
her family in the 19th Century, in the 20th Century?
How often were pies baked in the past?
10. Lore of the Pie. Will readers share with us
the rhymes, songs, jests, riddles, or other lore connected with pies and pie-making .
Send your replies to:
Dr. Don Yoder
Logan Hall Box 13
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Penn ylvania 19174
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For The Folk Festival Brochure Write To:
PENNSYLVANIA FOLKLIFE SOCIETY
College Blvd. and Vine, Kutztown, Pennsylvania

19530

The Festival and its Sponsorship
The Kutztown Folk Festival is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Folklife Society, a
nonprofit educational corporation affiliated with URSINUS COLLEGE, Collegeville, Pennsylvania . The Society's purposes are threefold : First, the demonstrating
and displaying of the lore and folkways of the Pen n sylvania Dutch through the
annual Kutztown Folk Festival; second , the collecting , studying , archiving and
publishing the lore of the Dutch Country and Pennsylvania through the publication of PENNSYLVANIA FOLKLI FE Magazine; and third , using the proceeds
for scholarships and general educational purposes at URSINUS COLLEGE .

