U Ursinus College

Digital Commons @ Ursinus College

Documents, 1919-1938 Travel, Commerce and Politics (1919-1938)

1919

Wanted: A Policy About Bolshevism, 1919

Francis Mairs Huntington-Wilson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_commerce_documents

6‘ Part of the Diplomatic History Commons, Political History Commons, and the United States History
Commons
Click here to let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Huntington-Wilson, Francis Mairs, "Wanted: A Policy About Bolshevism, 1919" (1919). Documents,
71919-1938. 69.

https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_commerce_documents/69

This Essay is brought to you for free and open access by the Travel, Commerce and Politics (1919-1938) at Digital
Commons @ Ursinus College. It has been accepted for inclusion in Documents, 1919-1938 by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ Ursinus College. For more information, please contact aprock@ursinus.edu.


http://ursinus.edu/
http://ursinus.edu/
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_commerce_documents
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_travel
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_commerce_documents?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_commerce_documents%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/497?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_commerce_documents%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/505?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_commerce_documents%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_commerce_documents%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_commerce_documents%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ursinus.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RIyfqzdxsWfMQ5
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_commerce_documents/69?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_commerce_documents%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:aprock@ursinus.edu







=hyospundly deported and excluded from all democratic countries. With such
policy Bolshevik imperislism could be cOmbat{ed. As to Russia, it should be
sgreed tpat no government based on lawless violence g autocratic minorities,
whether reactionary or protelariag and no.government unable to discharge its

international obligations, will &wer be recognized or permitted the benefits of

economic and other intercourse with the allied nations.

Bolshevism in Hungary is probably largely %o Magyar strike against
self-determination for the subject >races of Hungary, rather cheerfully joined 11;
by a popula‘tion to whom its nobles and great land-owners have left too smell a
share of economic advantage. In Germany it exists probably as the disease of
despair, but still more as snother Teutonic weapon of aggrandizement, for it re-
quires little imegination to envisage Germany trampling Europe as the champion

of victorious Bolshevism and thereafter returning to the o0ld Germanic imperialism.

FNow it would seem that the case of Russia and of our other former
allies should be sharply differentiafed from the cases of Germany, Hungary, Austria
and Bulgaria, our enemies, With these last it is not merely a question of self-
defense, but a question of the necessity of having in those countries governments
able to discharge the special obligations they must assume in return for peace.
In thése countries we have a special right to a voice for the present as to their
form of government, becsuse we must insist that it be a form of government which
can be expected to carry out its obligations. So far from bribing Germany by
giving danéerously easy peace terms as the price of good behavior, it would seem
" better to offer, in the first place, just terms, not so drastic as to blight =8
fwture hopes of a decent life for the German people, but drastic enough to keep
them from a dangerous strength; and at the same tit:;e to give them warning that if

they do not maintain a responsible government, the Allies will be obliged to



impose still severer terms. | Also, since the aim of the war was to remove per-
manently the Prussian menace, wé have a special reason for particular interest
in German and Russian foreign affairs, A Germany dominating Russia might put
Burope again at her mercy. Out of this fact grows the necessity to interest

ourselves keenly in the future of Ruséig, as of Poland and the other buffer statese

The separation of the Bolshevik question in Russia and among other
peoples lately our allies, from the same question in the lands remaining to our
enemies, involves, as already intimated, abundant material, moral and advisory
assistance to Russians, Poles, Czecho-Slovaks, Jugo-Slavs, Rumanians and others,
wherever this can be done without danger of ultimately aiding the Bolshevik reign
of terror., As to political advice, it is not necessary for us to insist, in foreign
countries, upon any particular political philosophy or social organization. We
can recommend the tried dembcratic organizations of the West, pointing out that
they offer peaceful means for whatever degree of socialization a given people may
wish to trye We can point out that an organized soclety is infinitely more
complex than a watch and that, in repairing a watch, one does not begin by smashing
it entirely. We can and must take our stand upon absolute oppositiom to revolution
by erime émong peoples where lawful means of change are available. Even the most
brilliant modernists have not yet repealed all of the Ten COmmandments, and we
must maintain a poliey that does not condone murder and violence, even in the

pursuit of the craziest idéals that can be devised.

We ourselves are relatively fortunate in the comfort and civilization
of the nation. Peasantry and proletariat and “classes™ in the European sense
are not American products. If wealth has somewhat outrun cul ture, th; fact is
proof of democracy, and its evil is to be cured by education away from overgrown

materialism. If excessive greed can be put out of fashion, if the fraternity



and responsibility of citizenship can increase, and if truth can make the acquaintance

of politics, we shall be all right after a while.



