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P o l k l o r e o o l l e o t e d a t Po lk P e s t l v a l (1958) 

by F l o r e n c e B a v e r 

Mrs, George S t e o k e l . Bas ton 
She had OLuincy v e r y b a d l y onoe when a young g i r l 
A c e r t a n woman, noted f o r o u r e s , went out and s t o l e a l i t c l e p i e c e 
from a b l a c k c repe hanging on a door v;here t h e r e was a death^ brought 
i t to the house o f the s i c k g i r l , went u p s t a i r s w i thou t t a l k i n g to 
anyone and t i e d i t around the g i r l ' s neck . She had to wear i t u n t i l 
she l o s t i t . 

George S t e o k e l , Bas ton 
He wore lamp w i c k s around h i s a n k l e s f o r the growing p a i n s i n h i s 
l e g s when he ¥/as a young l a d , 

Mrs. P r e s t o n Sunday, nea r Dunkles Church 
Used to put he r teeth,when they were p u l l e d , i n t o a mice ho le when 
a l i t t l e g i r l and used to s a y : M i c e l i e , m i c e l i e , i c h geb deer en 
a l t e r tzaw won du mere en n e i y e r gebsht . L a t e r a new one came out 
and she a c t u a l l y thought t h a t the mouse brought i t . 

Man from J u n i a t a Go. s a i d he used to hunt broken c h i n a on dumps 
and pound i t f i n e f o r the hens t o e a t . T h i s took the p l a c e o f o y s t e r 
s h e l l s . Another man s t a n d i n g by s a i d he used to do i t too . 

Han from W e r n e r s v i l l e s a i d t h a t 
"sheena bazem" to sweep the saw 
s a w m i l l . 

h i s f a t h e r used to make a l i t t l e 
dust out o f the cog wheels a t h i s 

Concern ing mending a l a d y s a i d t h i s rhyme: "War net b l oched , dar 
f e r l o p p d d " . 

Concern ing ashes f o r s c o u r i n g a l a d y s a i d she a lways b rushed her 
t e e t h v a t h c o a l ashes when a l i t t l e g i r l . 

Eames s e c u r e d f o r f l y c h a s e r s - micka wedd le r , miclaa w i s h e r , 
mi oka virearer 



Oonoernlng bread and homesickness 
Put a piece of bread i n t o your s u i t c a s e and you don't get homesick. 

Peed buttered bread ?;ith some vraod scrapings o f f the k i t c h e n t a b l e 
to the dog and he won't go away, Per'm hund es rum l a u f a ob g'waina. 

C l i p a few h a i r from t i p of c a t ' s t a i l and put on buttered bread, 
a l s o sweep the f l o o r and put some of the d i r t on the bread and feed 
i t to the cat and then she s t a y s at home. 

Dip c a t ' s paw i n t o b u t t e r and she won't go away. 

Ivirs. Emma Gould B f f o r t 
Used* to pound b r i c k s to powder to scour the knives and f o r k s . 
Numerous others confirmed t h i s at the f o l k f e s t i v a l . 

Mrs. Robert U e i s s , Nazareth. R.5 
borne mothers used to t i e a piece of bread or a piece of apple i n t o 
a c l o t h f o r the baby to chew on. f h i s i s something baby does not 
get i n t o throat e a s i l y and gives baby a l i t :le f l a v o r i n g when claw

ing i t 
Por broom worn crooked 
She only ones I could get were "Der bazem hut en shwontz" and " S e l l i e 
gebt net ocht u i ere bazem" 

No new ones f o r Bortzerd 

Baby r a t t i e 
Wash the windpipe of a turkey, a l s o the contents of the g i z z a r d 
such as pebbles, corn, e t c . and put i n t o windpipe v/hen dry, t i e shut 
at each end and give to baby f o r a r a t t l e . 

mrs. Gum. B e l f a s t (Nazareth. P.g) 
Cooks pig's eqiBS ( P l a n t a i n ) to meat. She says they are very d e l i c i o u s . 
Taste somewhat l i k e spinach. Says her mother, v/ho cooked very econom
i c a l l y used to cook them to bacon. 



Mrs. Jacob Schwoyer 
Gave an old rhyme about an old m i l l e r who used to keep a portion 
t s h i s pay ( g'nruldered) 

A l i a s , a l i a s , w i l i c h hava, 
Nemond shunsht branch gore n i x hava. 

Mrs. Bush. Reading 
Concerning fladderwish—One that i s made from chicken wing i s very 
handy to brush crumbs together on tab l e when baking. 

Mrs, Robert Weiss Nazareth, R. 5 
Gave t h i s expression: "So handich we'n soch im hem f e r nochts 

s h n i t z cha\m" (The l a t t e r part was nev: to m-e) 

If r s . Sweger, C a r l i s l e 
Used to feed b u t t e r bread to dog to prevent him from going away. 

Mrs, Net t i e P e t t i t , Baston 
People used to use crushed egg s h e l l s to c l e a n baby b o t t l e s y e a r s 
ago, a l s o small pebbles, 

Mr. Althouse, RlchlandtovTi 
Told how he used to f e t c h bread at the bakery for h i s mother with 
a bag such as we had on d i s p l a y i n the t e n t , slung over h i s shoulder 

Mrs. N e t t i e P e t t i t , Easton 
Told how her mother used to i r o n o v e r a l l s - ironed them on the 
v/rong side f i r s t , then on r i g h t s i d e and l a i d a towel on v/hile 
i r o n i n g the crease i n so they didn't get shiny, 

Mrs. Sweger, C a r 1 i s l e - s a i d the c h i l d must d e f i n i t e l y be put 
around the t a b l e l e g toward s u n r i s e for "au g'vraxa", 

Man from York - s a i d that they say "marr reddich" i n York Co, and 
not "mare reddich", 

German prayer from, someone, f a i l e d to get name 
I c h b i n g l e i n , 
Mein h a r t z i s s r h e i n , 
Nemond s o l d r i n wohen, 
01s Gott a l i n e . 

Amen, 

Man from S c h u y l k i l l h a v e n - made braided rug from binder tv/ine 


