U Ursinus College

Digital Commons @ Ursinus College

World War | Era Documents, 1914-1918 World War | Era (1914-1918)

1-28-1918

Letter From Francis Mairs Huntington-Wilson to Medill
McCormick, January 28, 1918

Francis Mairs Huntington-Wilson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_firstworldwar_documents

b Part of the Diplomatic History Commons, and the Political History Commons
Click here to let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Huntington-Wilson, Francis Mairs, "Letter From Francis Mairs Huntington-Wilson to Medill McCormick,
January 28, 1918" (1918). World War | Era Documents, 1914-1918. 61.
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_firstworldwar_documents/61

This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the World War | Era (1914-1918) at Digital Commons @
Ursinus College. It has been accepted for inclusion in World War | Era Documents, 1914-1918 by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ Ursinus College. For more information, please contact aprock@ursinus.edu.


http://ursinus.edu/
http://ursinus.edu/
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_firstworldwar_documents
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_firstworldwar
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_firstworldwar_documents?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_firstworldwar_documents%2F61&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/497?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_firstworldwar_documents%2F61&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/505?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_firstworldwar_documents%2F61&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ursinus.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RIyfqzdxsWfMQ5
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/fmhw_firstworldwar_documents/61?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Ffmhw_firstworldwar_documents%2F61&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:aprock@ursinus.edu

January twenty-elghth
- 193 8.

The Honorable Pedill YeCoruiek,
House of fepresentatives,
“ashington, D. C.

Dear ¥edill,

: 41low me to congratulate you on your ex-
cellent work in giving the Senate Commities on %ili-
tery Affsirs testimony 80 valuable for the stimulation .
of resoclution on the pert of the Congress to fisht
vigorously for sweeping reforms indispenssble to our

- suecess in the war, ‘ '

T think every possible effort should be ,
made to pass the Chamberlain PBill cresting a wer coun-
cil, as 1t might better be called, but even if you
succeed in passing it, there are two wmays in whieh
the ‘dministration could make it nugatory. The
firat is b¥ bad sppointments upon whiech, however, the
“enate confirm power plus public opinion sheuid be
an adequate cheek, The second 1s the fact that the
President might eppoint to the war council men whose
names would setisfy the country, snd might then serenely
rroceed to ignore the wer eouncil‘ As a safeguard.
against this latter danger I am tho hlg convinced
that you ought to add to tha»Chamherla§n i1l some
such amenduent ss the following: , ,

Upon 81l matters affectirg the conduet of

the war snd questions of peliey relating thereto,
The “ar Council shall confer, consult, end co-
cperate with a Congressional Joint Har Committee
‘o be composed cf three senstors and Lhree rep-
recentatives, at least one in each case to be of
the miinority party, to be appointed by the Presi-
dent of the Sfenate snd the Upeaker of the louse
of Lepresentatives, respectively, upon nomination
by the respective party csucuses, :

If you did this you see, then your little
Committee of Congress would sek the wer council ot any
time to go ashead and confer and consult with it, If
the war council was being red, it would be cobliged
to report the faet to your Committee. Thereupon there
would be exploited in “enste and liouse the fact that the
"resident was setuslly igroring snd refusing to use an



Jaruary twenty-eighth
1918,

The Honoreble ¥edill MeCormick, (2)

ingtrurentality ereated by the representatives of
the people for the ggrpoaa of aoopersting with him
in conduct of & e« This I think would.be
s dramstic and clear-cut issue whieh could ssfely
be Tought out in the erens of public opinion,

The only hope of reform seems to lie in
sgitetion by the publiec and in Congress. “ithout
a emall Congressional Committee. st léast morelly
ancill to the war council, neither Congress nor
the publie will have the means of informeiion on
which to base lust demands, :

I feel so strongly on this nubiuct that
I have brought these views Lo the attention of Sene-
torg ¥nox, Lodge, Johnson of Californias, Callinger
- and Yenroge, and have also written Colonel Roosevelt,

the National Security League, the imerican Rights

league and the imerican Defense Loafue. I hope
you will think well of this suggeestion,

I wish you all success in your efforts
to help bring order out of cheos, snd remsin always,

~ Yours very sincerecly,



	Letter From Francis Mairs Huntington-Wilson to Medill McCormick, January 28, 1918
	Recommended Citation

	pst227
	pst228

