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Since this budget incurs all the initial costs of organ­

ization and purchases of perma.nent equipment, the total figure 

appears high. Even though replacement and expansion of this 

�e�q�u�i �~�m�e�n�t� will be necessary in future years, the total figure 

for equipment will just be a small percentage of the $3155.90. 

Another factor that increases the budget is the high level of 

personnel salaries. Day care staff receive substantially less 

than they did teaching in the public school system. However, 

within the range of day care norms, these salaries tend toward 

the upper level. Regulating these two components can appreciably 

affect the yearl y cost per child. Directors of community day 

care centers may trim the budget by avoiding extensive initial 

equipment purchasing and lowering the salaries which are paid 

the staff. Details of the proposal and budget are specific to 

this center and may be altered for the purposes of other plans. 

But the basic outline of ideas is here. Now it is up to the 

individual to utilize it. 

After compiling the budget, a plan of financing must be 

established. Because the model �s�e�r�v�e�~� poverty families, it 

can receive federal aid from AFDC, WIN, Child Welfare Services, 

or funds under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act . 

Applying for funds entails filing extenRive reports to the 

respective agencies, but the reward is well worth the effort:: 

AFDC provides funds up to 75% of the budget; WIN, up to 90%, 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, up to 100%; Child and 
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Welfare Services vary from state to state .26 Besides these 

funds , this model center would collect a sliding scale tuition 

f r om $0- $15 per week , according to ability to pay. Even if 

the average payment were $5 per week , thirty children for 

fifty- two v'eelcs would net $7800--a substRntial contribution 

f r om j:overty fami l ies . Fund raising projects sponsored by the 

center cou).d aiel i n f inancing . Combining public funding, 

t ui tio '). , an'i fund raising , this proposed day day care center 

could becor.1e a v iable asset to its neighborhood . Initial 

invest ,1ent f of mone y and labor coul d be returned multiply 

t hroug t he added pot ential of the community ' s children . 

To set the nat i on ' s pri orit ies on day care in the proper 

position , t he public mus t fi rst re cogni ze t he value of day 

care. Thr ough the financial nece ssity of mothers in poverty 

to work , and through the s hifting trend of mothers everywhere 

toward libera ting themse l ves f r om the hous ewife and mothe r 
\ 

image, day care has become s ocially mandatory. The publ ic 

must reali ze that day care ranks in i mportance wi th ot her con­

cerns. Government funding must be employed to elevate day care 

to its appropriate position. In order to achieve this goal , 

community groups must organize day car e facilitie s to ser ve 

their childr en and families. Hopefully this project will 

provide a simple outline to follow in attempting to coordinate 

a center . Ideas about day care must change. And with this 

change, practical responses must follow. From this point will 

the benefits begin to accrue. These arguments for day care i n 

general, and the proposal and budget specifically, are submitted 

in an effort to aid the initiation of this social cycle. 
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