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Memorandum in rebuttal of further lsolationism

by F.M. Huntington-Wilson, 3/17/41

The American people, acting under their Constitution, through their
representatives in Congress and their Fresident, have decided that allé
out help to Britain, and cooperation with Pritain, are America's best
defense. Consecuently, that is the policy of the United States.

Before March 11, 1941, when H.R. 1776 became the law of the land, the
propaganda of the isolaéionists and their supporters could, perhaps, be
accepted as the work of a legitimate political ofgan, endeavoring to impose
it's ideas upon the peopie, and its policies upon the Government.

From the moment the law for all-out help to Britain passed, the
situation completely changed. Now, those who oppose all-out aid to Britain
are placed in a new and guite different position. Now, if they continue
their activities, they become an arrogant minority seeking to sabotage
the method of American defense constitutionally adopted by the great major-
ity of the American people.

The United States is not yet formally at war with Germany, but we are
in a national emergency almost equal to a state of war. At a time like
this, surely honor and patrietism should estop any &merican from exercis-
ing his legal right of free speech In a fashion that is detrimental to the
national interest., For exesmple, the head of the "America First" committee
once made remarks that Hitler found it useful to quote in rallying the
Germans against Sritain. If they had been made since H.R. 1776 became the
law of the land, such remarks would have been treasonable in effect, how-
ever innocent their intent, because they give comfort to the power against
which we are arming.

In considering what is treasonable, we must bring our ideas up to date.

At the foundation of the Republic treason was defined as "giving aid and



comfort to the enemy". Then it was succor, arms, or information by the
slow way of sailling ships. Modern propaganda and the "war of nerves"
were unknown. Then, loose talk in our country hardly mattered. Never-
theless, long ago there was enacted a law forbidding correspondence with
foreign gdvernments to the detriment of the foreign relations of the
United States., This is still the law. Today every statement made Dby
any well known person, however unqualified to express an opinion, is
instantly known throughout fhe world, thanks to radio; and 1s equivalent
to a communication to a hostlle government.

Any continuance of agitation against our national policy of all-out
aid to Britain tends to divide and confuse us, and so to weaken our
defense effort. Therefore, whatever may be the sincereity of some ele-
ments in the minority pressure group of isolationists, and their
supporters, they will, if they continue their activities, be doing, gratis,
a work of propagenda that Hitler and Goebels would pay any amount of
money to have done for them.

Americans should be on their guard against any energetic minority
that seeks to sabotage the policy of defense we have adopted. We
- should remember that in Russia it was a determined (and unscrupulous)
minortity, the Bolsheviki, who overthrew the republic and brought dictator-
ship; that a small, clever, minority put the German people under Hitler's
heel., We must be ready to stop, before it gains any headway, any and all
a;tempts, malicious or innocent, to sabotage the national policy of

defending America by cooperation with Britain.
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