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433 N e v i n S t r e e t , 
Lanoas t e r , P a . , 

N o v . 1 1 t h , 1 9 4 8 

D r . A l f r e d L.Shoemaker , 
F r a n k l i n & M a r s h a l l C o l l e g e , 

Lanoas t e r , P a . . 

Dear D r . S h o e m a k e r : . 
Your column i n the New Era has been read w i t h c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e p l e a s u r e on our p a r t , c r e a t i n g a sense of n o s t a l g i a f o r t h a t 
p a r t o f our h e r i t a g e w h i c h i s too r a p i d l y d i s a p p e a r i n g , a l o n g w i t h the 
" f i e l d " c o m e t e r i a s , a n d w h i c h wecan i l l a f f o r d to l o s e . 

This e v e n i n g you i n v i t e d us to r e c i p r o c a t e w i t h an 
" a l l " s t o r y . Here are two w h i c h we suppose you have never h e a r d , s i n c e 
they had t h e i r genes i s i n a s o c i a l group w i t h which,we i m a g i n e , y o u have 
never come i n c o n t a c t ; v i z , t h a t o f the " h i g h i r o n . " 

Over a t the s t a t i o n one morn ing a group o f Amish 
people were a w a i t i n g a t r a i n , w i t h t h e i r p r o l i f i c b r o o d s . Meanwhile 
one of those hundred car f r e i g h t t r a i n s went down the midd le t r a c k , 
a f f o r d i n g a b a s i s f o r much argument among the younger ones . A f t e r the 
e n t i r e c o n s i s t was p a s t , t h e argument c o n t i n u e d u n t i l one o f the l a d s , 
f e e l i n g the need o f a f a t h e r ' s o p i n i o n to g a i n h i s p o i n t , c a m e over and 
s a i d to one o f the o l d e r men " , A i n ' t Pop,when the l i t t l e red h o u s e , ( t h e 
caboose) goes by the t r a i n ' s a l l , " 

The o t h e r o c c u r r e d when Columbia ye t h e l d a p lace i n 
the sun as a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c e n t e r . A t r a i n m a n d e s i r e d compnay on a 
f i s h i n g t r i p on the r i v e r and sought the home o f a f r i e n d , w h o m he t h o u g h t 
was " o f f , " o r o f f d u t y . Upon a r r i v a l a t the f r i e n d ' s home he was i n f o r m e d 
t h a t the man i n q u e s t i o n was "down the roadyOr on a c t i v e d u t y . "Why," 
he s a i d " , I t h o u g h t he was o f f . " l o which the d a u g h t e r r e p l i e d " , 0 h . 
Pop 's o f f ' s a l l . " I n p l a i n E n g l i s h she meant t h a t h e r f a t h e r ' s p e r m i s s ­
i o n to be o f f d u t y had e x p i r e d . 

N o w , w h i l e we have your e a r - o r eye-may we ask your o p i n i o n 
o f the v a l u e o f a book we have h e r e , p r i n t e d i n German,s ince you have 
ment ioned your i n t e r e s t i n such p u b l i c a t i o n s . I t seems to be such a s t r a n g e 
t h i n g to be p r i n t e d i n a f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e . B u t - l e t the t i t l e page t e l l the 
s t o r y . " K r a n k e n und S p i o n e n - D i e n t f u r d i e U n i o n s - A r m e e . Abenteuer und 
E r f a i r u n g e n e ines Frauenzimmers i n H o s p i t a l e r n , L a g e r n und a u f dem S s c h l a c h -
f e l d e . Von C.Emma E.Edmonds. M i t A b b i I d u n g e n . " Nur a u f S u b s c r i p t i o n 
herausgegeben von W . S . W i l l i a m s & C o . , H a r t f o r d , C o n n e c t i c u t . Jones B r o s . & 
Co . . P h i l a d e l p h i a & C i n c i n n a t i . J . U . S t o d d a r d & Co . ,Chi) f ago , 1 1 1 . , 1865. 
I t c o n t a i n s 384 p r i n t e d pages and many i l l u s t r a t i o n s . Aside f rom the 
uniqueness o f the s t o r y , w o u l d t h i s book have any p a r t i c u l a r v a l u e . I t i s 
a h a l f - c e n t u r y s i n c e we " t o o k " one year o f German under the Rev.George 
Kern a t Columbia and we are s o r r y to say no t v e r y much o f t h a t " s t u c k . " 

A w a i t i n g your p i e a s u r e , s i r , w e r e m a i n . 

P.S.No p u b l i c i t y , p l e a s e . 
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