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- Wednesday, March 30, 1932,

The Honerable John M., Garner, &

The House of Represeatatives, Washingten,

Wy dear Mr, Garner, .
Allow me %o recall myself to you & having known you daringﬂ
the seven years T was in the St:ts Department,-the last four as Undercecs
retary (as they now call it), Allow me zlso to congratulate you upon the
splendid patriotic leadesrship since Congress met, ind wlso allow me,
if you willya few guestions andremarks, which I make as a ﬁtudeﬁt 0 €Cw
onomies amd ae an indspendent in politicg/
l?hy not a duty, "for revenue only§ on tes, €offee, «nd choc
olate? "Then thet duly wae nbolished (the one on coffee) a halfl a century
or o wgos it was abolished in the nume of the political cry of the "Free
Breoakfast Table, Naturally the sole result was thet the Treasury lost
the revenue and the ml&dlemon pockeded it.--much as the I'ootleggers jocke
el the muchenseded liguor revenue, |
» High income tax and high estote tax are manifestly R
surd withéeut a high gift taxy Just as high income tax is absurd without
elimination of tax free b nds, which nol only afford a convenient es-
cape fpr the very rich bt also put a premium upon extravagence by all
gavérnmental organs, ay I ask what is being done about these t.in



-

guestions?

On the matter of balancing the budget, it seems to me that
taxation to ob%ﬁin a bit of a surplus, rather than a budget so deli ately
balanced that little deviations in the course of husiness might upset it,
is the safe course if you want to reestablish confidence; therefore 1
am 207 carnest about coflee, tea, and chocolate, e can easily return to
buying coffee in the bulk, as formerly, instmead of baying Ter expensive
 cune and cdvertlzing e this sp@led people so lazily does now, Go there
need be no increase in the expense of the poor man's breakfast table}

With pleasant recollections of our old aequaintance,and with

rencwed congretulations and best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,
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