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December 25 , 1940 

The ~Ion . J . Joseph Smith, 

House of Repre s en ta tives , 

Dear ~ .. r" Srni t h, 

I b eg you to ask y our consc ientious judgment whe ther America ca n af­

ford any eh-. ne e of J3ri t a in' s going down; to ask your c ::mscience where 

y ou a t a n<& in t his ba ttle b etween civil iza. tion a nd bar barism, be t v1een 

freedom and despotism. 

You muet r eal i ze , I am su r e ,, that COO IHffat i on of the ... nglish ... o:J peak-

ing peo1,les is America ' s only sure defense. Jn,../.l.e ss we hep}J ~r i t a in no v 

.!:2. ~tever !!:?'~!!! ~.£..§.§.:1-~IT to keep comme'l.n d of t he: ~ea. s. and the a ir 

from pas~· igg to our enemies, t hen a 11 our cos ·cl y armainon t s v ill b e ready 

to1,1a te to save us . Ou r Government wil l have pr epa red f or ua a n inde fin. 

i te fu ture of humil ia. tio r1 and 12iuffe ring . 

~~eal izing these. th ings~ you bear a htJavy r e t'1 ponsib il i ty indeed. 
This i s an apall i ng emergency. Ou r ·,;a r industries shoul d be on a t .; enty. 
four h our baa is . Our so-ca ll ed n eu t r ality 1.: vrn , v1h ieh change interm~.t4 
tion@.1 l aw to t he detriment of tho~e fighting our battle, and t he Johnl2ol\. 
Act sho ul d be r epealed , if neces sa ry to maximum hel p to :3ri t ain . The 
l'{~esident should be encoura.1?;ed and. au1)ported in a bo l d policy of r ealism 
~ven participation i n th~ war on sea and in the air now w u l d be fa r ! ire 
f e able t o t he fate in store for t he Unije<l St a tes, -- i..f Fr i t a in and the 
nri tish fleet shoul d fa il . 

Ver y e·ncerely yours, 
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