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November 17, 1948 

Dr. H i r e d L. Shoemaker 
c/o La.ncester New Nra 
La n c a s t e r , F e n n s i i l v a n i a 

Dear S i r : 

This i s my f a v o r i t e " a l l " stor;!, and i t r e a l l y happened: 

We were d r i v i n g on a hack road near ColiiTahia. We 
stopped t o ask a c o u n t r y man d i r e c t i o n s t o another town. He 
s a i d : "You go up t h i s road t i l l t he road g e t s a l l , and th e n 
you t u r n t o the l e f t . " 

We enjojr jrour column i n the La n c a s t e r New Hra, a l t h o u g h 
we do not know any Pe n n s y l v a n i a German, 

My p a r e n t s and I were h o r n i n L a n c a s t e r , and we moved t o 
V i r g i n i a when I was onl.-^j seven. My u n c l e and a u n t , who were 
a l s o h o r n h e r e , had moved t o V i r g i n i a b e f o r e we d i d , '"e a l l 
had some amusing e x p e r i e n c e s connected w i t h t h e use o f a few 
Pen n s y l v a n i a Dutch e x p r e s s i o n s t h a t we sometimes f i n d more ex
p r e s s i v e t h a n E n g l i s h . My g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s spoke Penns3rl-
v a n i a German, as i v e l l as E n g l i s h , h u t my grand-pa,rents knew veri'-
l i t t l e o f i t . My one g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r hecame q u i t e "rustjG' i n 
h i s High German, t h r o u g h the use o f Penns^E-vania German, a l t h o u g h 
he was a w e l l educated man, and came t o Lancaster when he was a 
young man. 

I n V i r g i n i a , we p u z z l e d manji o f our f r i e n d s hi?- u s i n g some 
o f the l o c a l e x p r e s s i o n s . iVhen vx-vr aunt t o l d a f r i e n d t h a t her 
peaches were " a l l , " t h e f r i e n d d i d not know what she meant. I 
s t i l l t h i n k " s p r i t z " i s a most e x p r e s s i v e word, and I t h i n k 
" s h u s s l e " comes i n the same c l a s s , 

I might suggest t h a t j^ou w r i t e about the use of " w o n d e r f u l " 
by people i n Lancaster County, I mean u s i n g i t i n 3 r « p l a c e o f 
q u i t e a few o t h e r a d j e c t i v e s o r adverbs. " I t wonders me" i s an 
ex p r e s s i o n t h a t even a w e l l - e d u c a t e d L a n c a s t r i a n may l e t s l i p 
o c c a s i o n a l l y . 

We hope your column c o n t i n u e s t o appear i n the New E r a , 

VP"'"""' tru1 " ( r "^roiiT-p, J 

(Mrs. Charles L. Witmer) 
48 South Duke St. 
La n c a s t e r , Fa. 
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