U Ursinus College

Digital Commons @ Ursinus College

Environmental Studies Summer Fellows Student Research

8-11-2022

An Analysis of Decolonization Efforts in Urban Agriculture: A
Pathway to Indigenous Food Sovereignty and Cultural
Revitalization

Sarah Fisher
Ursinus College, safisher@ursinus.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/environment_sum

b Part of the Agricultural Education Commons, Agronomy and Crop Sciences Commons, Environmental
Sciences Commons, Food Security Commons, Social Influence and Political Communication Commons,
Social Justice Commons, and the Urban Studies and Planning Commons

Click here to let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Fisher, Sarah, "An Analysis of Decolonization Efforts in Urban Agriculture: A Pathway to Indigenous Food
Sovereignty and Cultural Revitalization" (2022). Environmental Studies Summer Fellows. 15.
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/environment_sum/15

This Paper is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Research at Digital Commons @ Ursinus
College. It has been accepted for inclusion in Environmental Studies Summer Fellows by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ Ursinus College. For more information, please contact aprock@ursinus.edu.


http://ursinus.edu/
http://ursinus.edu/
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/environment_sum
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/environment_stu
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/environment_sum?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1231?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/103?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/167?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/167?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1332?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/337?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1432?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/436?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ursinus.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RIyfqzdxsWfMQ5
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/environment_sum/15?utm_source=digitalcommons.ursinus.edu%2Fenvironment_sum%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:aprock@ursinus.edu

An Analysis of Decolonization Efforts in Urban Agriculture: a Pathway to Food Sovereignty and Cultural Revitalization
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Introduction

My research addresses the capacity of urban agriculture (UA) to better serve, r : Ve Y4 - y = : N \
represent, and heal Indigenous communities through an analysis of the Ll;cera'r:/' analyss Freate a v Tons;cructef 2 degaln |
relationships and interactions between Indigenous communities (IC) and urban et FANAERIIVE. S YPOIOgY O EVEIopig a N R DR

. . . . research and Decolonizing Failure of procedure for R ¢ w) TS
agriculture projects (UAPs). While there are many known benefits of UAPs, lationshi tollowing th lonizati uati e i :
including their capacity for food production, the relationship between these FERIEIORGINSS olowing the / Jecolonization evaliating
. e L i T R D between IC and steps of UAPs Efforts UAP’s unique AT AR N
projects and Indigenous groups is less widely studied. It is critical that UAP leaders UAPs heeds for AP W e S
have cultural awareness and are trained to interact with marginalized communities Bﬁ % % decolonizing e | gl e <
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to avoid unknowingly perpetuating dominant white, middle /upper class ideologies
of success. Actors involved in urban agriculture (UA) can shape its goals and

Figure 5: Photos taken from https://instagram.com/ursinusfoodforest, featuring

Figure 2: Conceptual model of the analytical approach to this decolonizing research
= : f v o ¢ Assistant Chief Jeremy Johnson of the Delaware Tribe of Indians sharing mountain

outcomes (Figure 1), meaning it is critical to understand how their roles and esu tS mint with students (left)
actions impact Indigenous people’s access to and participation in these projects. R l C O n Clu S i O n S
Prafi My findings indicate that the process of urban agriculture is inherently founded on colonialist ST SRIP : -
povernment Institutions ONon.Pr:).flt methodologies and ideas of success but has the capacity to better serve, represent, and heal The findings highlight the Importance (-)f decolonizing each
Legislation, barriers to réanizations 5 pacity » TEP ' of the seven steps of the UA process, with respect to the

Academic partnerships, Funding, recognition, IC through a process of decolonizing. Several UAPs have begun this process; however, there
municipal ordinances,

land use and access, unique needs of the community the project aims to serve.

control c}fj;edsicr)]urces and spread of knowledge suppczng;]:]eescciggss and are common po%nts of failure that must be a.ddressed and I‘ECtl.fled. (Figure 3), which | }.1ave Representing and encouraging Indigenous voices
g concept.uahzed in a typology. The typology is COI‘lStI‘l.lCted to hlghh.g.ht the scales at which throughout the decision-making process allows the
UAP Leadershio these failures occur among UA actors, and how they impact the ability of UA to support IC. community to shape the project to better serve their needs,
Community Stakeholders

while dismantling the historically white dominance of

. . . Decision-making, . :
Socio-political attitudes, representationg Long-term investments, Urban Agrl culture education and service-based leadership.
relationships, trust, responsiveness tra;ning political and economic : P— fFordabils y; o _ _
communication 3 support Species Selection Affordability ccessibility Socio-economic Factors _ , _
and education In the context of Ursinus College’s recent collaborative
Lack of culturally Inadequate or Scarcity of tenured Failure to address root Welcome Home Project with the Delaware Tribe of Indians, I

Figure 1: Actors and their influences in the UA process. Data collected from (Carlisle et al., 2019), ("Dream of
Wild Health," n.d.), (Mailer et al.,, 2018), (Wang, 2015)

significant Indigenous misdirected funding, land, barriers to land problems, conflicts and
plants lack of cost flexibility use and ownership disparities

hope to model my findings at the College's Food Forest
(Figure 5) and Campus Farm sites in partnership with the
Tribe. We have proposed this projectin conversations
between Ursinus College and representatives from the
Delaware Tribe of Indians, and the responses have been
encouraging. Guided by my findings, I have identified a few

In order to understand how these UA actors interact and shape goals and outcomes

in ways that may be colonialist in their dynamics, I conceptualize urban agriculture In d VI d ua | Commun |ty Partners h | PS

as a 7-step process (Table 1). Using Indigenous-led systems as a model, I analyzed
the steps of the conventional agriculture process to determine when and how

Actions Mindset Representation | Responsiveness || Non-Profit Government
Organizations | Organizations

colonial methodologies exclude or do not represent IC, and where decolonization S i i . . .
g p , Misguided Cultural Exclusion of IC | Ignorance/disr areas unique to the College and the partnering community
efforts should be focused. intentions, ignorance, voices in espect of input || Non- Reliance on where decolonizing efforts will be focused, and I am
abuse of power, decision- from IC ' instituti . _ T
Table 1: Conceptualizing Urban Agriculture as a 7-Step Process. Data collected from (Bradley & Herrera, 2015), ki p ,apuse of makine or repre§entatlve, institutional awaltlng Input from the Tribe before proceedlng further.
(Carlisle et al., 2019), ("The Cultural Conservancy," n.d.), (Wang, 2015) > P! lrflg oI privilege, lack akINg process untrained knowledge,
: . - acting for a of knowledge leadershi exclusive
7 Steps of Urban Conventional UA Indigenous-led UA Focus of Decolonizing comngfunity of coloniaig Misgui decli) lesfdlletiarn .
Agriculture CUA IUA Efforts . . . w k C t d
8 ( ) (IUA) influences intentions O r S l e
Land Tenure Private ownership of land Return of Native lands Remove barriers to land use
and permissions t.o make | Creating access to land and | and access, and ensure long- Figure 3: A typology of Failures in Decolonizing Agriculture. Data gathered from (Bradley & Herrera, 2015), (Carlisle et al., Bradley, K., & Herrera, H. (2015). Decolonizing Food Justice: Naming, resisting, and
changes to site control of resources term control of site 2019), ("First Nations Development Institute," n.d.), ("Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative," n.d.), (Livstrom et al., researching colonizing forces in the movement. Antipode, 48(1), 97-114.
Species Selection High-yield, marketable Importance of including Select Indigenous foods 2022), (Mailer etal,, 2018) https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12165
produce native and culturally Include both edible and non- _ _
(Fruits, Vegetables, herbs) significant species edible species ful 1 lf/[arh;le’ L]S.Mon‘fnéglio ge ;\//IVIT M, ])Bengnge,Flz/I.gSL., Iles.,PA., Calg, A2.,0G1e9tz,rlC1., OFY’.]" :
Fatan i commuTig needs Towards Successfu Examp es unden-Dixon, K., Ga t, R., Me one, B., Knox, R, &amp; Press, D. ( . ). ransltlonmg
: : _ — _ — . - S | UA ot th fd lonizi ot to sustainable agriculture requires growing and sustaining an ecologically skilled
Site Preparation Altering land with inputs Land use practices and Explore existing community DECOloanlng UA everal UA projects are 1in the process ot decolonizing, providing workforce. Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, 3.
to achieve ideal growing | species ecosystem services | land use methods, choose case studies to determine the success and efficacy of their efforts. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2019.00096
conditions (use of specific to culture/region species with mutually Decolonization is an oneoin The most successful UAPs often have Indigenous leaders or
technology) beneficial relationships s01Ng representatives involved in the decolonizing and decision- The Cultural Conservancy. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.nativeland.org/
: : —— . , , process that must accurately making processes and respond well to input or concerns from
Site Maintenance and | Maintaining plant health, Land is stewarded and Build community knowledge and respectfully represent Indigenous communities. Dream of Wild Health. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://dreamofwildhealth.org/
Stewardship | tracking and adding cared for in a kinship sense, of stewar.dshlp, teach t'hroygh Toe e amnd meeds af esdh
inputs when necessary rather than managed and interactive and experiential _ Nati T Indigenous Food and Agriculture initiative. (n.d.). Retrieved from
(use of technology) adapted programs unique Natlve community. 20 1 7~ sample Questions https://indigenousfoodandag.com/
r ol et r o , - S better achieve this outcome, | _ _
arvest all marketable onorable Harves ntegrate reciprocity into the : :
Harvest Y . ) Y 5 . procity | have begun developlng a set Step 2: SpECIES Selection Livstrom, I., Roehrig, G., Smith, A., &amp; Rogers, M. (2022). Preparing
produce when ripe Take only what is needed, | harvesting process, use every : .. : : . o S R : e
oractice reciprocity bart of the plant of questions to assess the  Who is involved in species selection undergraduate students for mentorship with youth of marginalized identities: A
— — ' ' steps where decolonizing e In what ways are Indigenous communities involved in choosing species? model for Eood Systems Education. Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, 6.
Distribution Sell to distributors, prlce§ Harvested items are s'hared Increasg faccess to and efforts should be focused and e To what extent are IC encouraged to participate in species selection https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2022.754639
often marked up for profit| among the community or affordability of produce _ e Who has access to information and resources for species selection? | | o | .
sold directly to consumers evaluate community : Mailer, G., & Hale, N. (2018). Food Sovereignty and Biodiversity.In Decolonizing the
. . . e What Species are Selected? Diet (on. 175-192 Antherm P
participation and interest in . o . . iet (pp. ). essay, Anthem Press.
: : : — _ _ o What species hold cultural significance to local Indigenous communities?
End of season/repeat | Indoor systems continue Adapting programs to Survey commlj|n|ty opinions the project (Figure 4). e Are Indigenous plant species accessible? What sources are they coming from? Wang, J. (2015). Integrating Indigenous with Scientific Knowledge for the
of cycle producing, qutdoor pA b('etter representand _ on l_JA project, make o What non-edible components are included? Development of Sustainable Agriculture: Studies in Shaanxi Province. Asian Journal
systems begin planning | provide for the community | appropriate changes to better | | N of Agriculture and Development, 15(2), 41-58.
for next season serve community Figure 4: Sample questions from Decolonizing Procedure httos: //doi.ore/10.22004 /as.econ.280896
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