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Addres: of the Hon. F. M, Huntington Wilson,
Director of the Philadelphia Commercial Museum.
(Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce dimner to
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It is a great pleasure to me to be again among Philadel-
phians. I formerly lived here and I am glad that the honor of
being made director of the Philadelﬁhia Commercial Museum now brings
me back.

It 15 & speclal pleasure to me alsc to be presént at this
gathering of so aaﬁy foreigners. I do not faél a stranger to them
because in the years of my diplomatic work I daresay I had friendly
acqguaintance with men of most of the nationalities here represented.

It is cause for pride that the scientific, educational,

- artistic, and industrial eminence of this city have brought so many
of you here; but I am particularly glad that so many of you have
chosen Philadelphia because I think that here, as in Hew England,
and in parts of the South, are cherished the essential spirit and
tradition of America in purer form, perhaps, than in many other
parts of our country. And not excepting all the books and all the
wonders of modern science and industry, this essential spirit of
America, - sympathy, fair-play, good sense, hopefulness, courage,
kindness - is the best thing we have to keep ourselves and the best
thing we have to offer to you.

The forelgner coming here is a missionary bringing his
culture to mitigate the rigors of our own. Those of the old
Oriental and Mediterranean races can bring sophistication to our

of
Northern naivete, mother/ optimism. They can remind us to enjoy



1ife: that the goal is more important than the pace: that work
is for 1life and that 1life should not be a mere by-product of work:
that often, as in art and manners, form is of the essence of things.

And you, ladies and gentlemen, who are students here |
among us wil!, I hope, return home &s missionaries of the truth
about America. If we here can see eye to eye and understand each
other in sympathy, we shall have made a little step on the only
road that leads surely to world peace.

The influence of you foreizners upon us and ours upon
you is the gist of what is called the American "melting pot".
Apropos of 1t, a Jewish friend of mine told me the following story:
in American of Jewish race who had come here as an imnigrant and
had prospered greatly, was anxious to have his son made into a
typicél Aaericén of no other noticeable characteristics. He took
him to Harvard. The President of the University kindly offered to
let the boy live in his family, as the one way to be sure of the
desired assimilation,~ but on condition the father should not see
his son during his 'college course. Two years passed. The father
felt he must at least have direct news. So he went to Cambridge
and called on the President of Hérvar%, ¥hen the President came
into the parlor the father asked how his son was getting ons

"dunt K’ ;
The President replied, "0h, please dentt—eskl, 8o, we see the
"melting pot® works both ways. Y

You will carry home with you impressions of American
cheracter and aims and of American government; and impressions of
American foreign policy, the resultant of these; And it is import-

"ant that these be correct.
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Forelgners! imprez:=ions are sometimes curious. Tﬁere
was the English bishop who was being lionized at a2 tea party over
here and who, after seeing much of the country, summarized his
impressions in saying: "Your American plumbing is marvelousl "
Then I have a friend who met an English visitor at the steamer.

It was raining. Seeing one red umbrells, she exclaimed: ’
"Ohl do gll you iAmericans use red umbrellas?®" Arriving at her
hotel room, before the window could be opened, she said: "Ohl
do gll you émericans live in this temperature?? Taking a drive
later, when her host's chauffeur stopped to help a man vwhose auto=-
moblle had caught fire, she incuired: ®"0Ohl do gll your American
cars catech fire?" Judging from one instance is to be avoided.
When two things are different, it is an open guestion which is funny.
Before spesking of foreign policy, I may recall that
our distinguished toagt-master and I worked in very%different
laboratories of diplomacy, but always, I am sure, with identical
motives, -- peace, goodwill, progres=s and security. His political
party condemned, and then imitated and surpassed, certain of our
Republican policies. iy party was pretty hard on certain Democrat-
ic plans. I daresay he and I now agree that foreign policy should
usually be continuous asnd non-partisan and should never ne made
an issue in domestic politics unless a rezl guestion of principle
is at stake.
You ecannot have lived among us without knowing that
Americans are not imperialistic nor covetous of more territorys
ind as Americans are, so must thelr governments and their foreign

policies be, under our system of democratic government. If ény
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people between here and the Equator think Zmerieca imperialistie,
let them ask that fine congenial people across our unfortified
Canadian border. 4nd if they sometimes have vexatious questions
with us, let them even ask themselves whether they could not
emulate a little more the polities and the peace that bring pros-
perity and good neighborliness so serenely and permanently to our
northern ftiend, Canada. _

We are keen for world peace; and a large share of the
practical work in that direction has been initisted at Washington,
- arbitration treaties, armsment limitation, Leazgue of Hations,
etcs It is well to remember that we could not join the League of
Hatlions because no imerican administration can, under the éansti—
tution of our government, promise that we shall go to war at some
future time upon certain conditions. For the same reason we can-
not make alliances involving such promises. As you also know, that
is why the Benate had to reject President Wilson's treaty to join
England in guaranteeing the security of France.

The proposal was made at the Pan-American Congress at
Havana that aggressive war be outlawed in the Western Hemispheres
ind a world-wide arrangement of the same kind has been suggested.
By broadening the scope of conventions for the judicial settlement
of international disputes, this ideal is steadily approached.
Whether the United States could, by a treaty, promise never to go -
to war any more than it could promise to go to war, seems, to say
the least, very doubtful under our Constitution as it is.

I allude to this bit of history beczuse I wish to recall
to you what I consider the finest piece £ of constructive thought

i



R N
»

in statesmenship that came out of the World War. It was the work of

that great Pennsylvanian, the late Philander C., Knox, distinguish-

ed as jurist, attorney general, secretary of State and senator.
Confronted with the inability of the United States honest-

ly to assume the obligations of either the League of Nations or

the treaty to safeguard France, Senator Knox proposed a resolution

of the Senate and House, to be signed by the President, making this

- solemn declaration, --"If at any time the peace and security of

Europe shall be threatened by any aggressive menace, the United
Etates will regard such situation as a menace to its owm peace
and security and will consult with the other Powers affected with
a view to the neces:zary measnrés”, This is as far as the gcvénn-
ment of the United States, as limited by its Constitution, can go
in the direction of promising té go to war in certain contingen-
cles. 4nd it iz far enough. The portent of such & declaration
is clear to the foreign officesof the world. DMNonsieur Tardief,
the right-hand man of Clemenceau, stated, when he was in this
country, that such a declaration would have been entirely satisfacte
ory to France. It is a pity the Senate failed to appreciate it.
Another master stroke of that great Secretary of Btate
from Pennsylvania was the continuance of the smericen-Japsnese
"Gentlemen's 4Agreement™ that so satisfactorily controlled immigrae-
tion between the two countries. He d1d this by a treaty that pro-
vided for the continusnce of exlsting arrangements, but.sada no
direct mention of this economic problem, which becomes a thorny
one only when handled without taet. That this solution should
have been disturbed by action of our Congress was a crime against

good sense, good taste and international comity.



"Dollar Diplomacy" was an effort to substitute dollars
for bullets. It sought, through American capital, to bring prose
perity, wellepaid 1h&ustry and comfortable life into certain tur-
bulent countries where rgvolﬁtion had been the popular diversion;
and where "liberty" was too often loved as the opportunity of the
few to exploit the many. In China it was the effort to concatenate
the interests of the predatory Powers of that day and of the Powers
that were at that time seeking China's preservation. Thisz was to be
done by creating a community ot finaneial and economic interest,
beneficizl to all and salutary to China. |

The Monroe Doctrine and the absolute security of the

Panama Canal are, of course, cardinal principles of American for-

“eign policy, and both policles must consequently opérste with spee-

12l vigor in the regions of the Carribean. Whether the Monroe
Doctrine is of any use to the United States or of any but sentiment-
&l and historical interest to us, as applied to the countries south
of the equator, I rather question, - especially if it is no longer
needed or appreciated by some of the ppwarful countries in the
south of South America;

To speak of more recent events, we have just witnessed
at the Pan-imerican Conference at Havana the position taken by the
United States that a Pan-imerican Union cannot become a customs
tariff union in any sense. Quite naturally, for such arrangements
must rest on mutual economic convenlences

ﬁe have also secn asserted at Havana the highly artific-

ial dogma of no intervention in one country by another under any
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clrcumstances whatsoever. In all civilized communities, decent
behavior and respect for the rights of others are the conditions
of individual liberty. 8o each sovereignty in the community of
nations enjoys its inviolability on the same conditions of decent
behavior and respect for the rights of other sovereignties,
Such is the view held by the United States at Havsna, and it seems
to me any other view would be absurd and would be to remove the
incentive to fair and right internationsl conduct and good governe
ment, and so to reterd civilization at large. .

I think under the brilliant leadership of Mr. Hughes
our Government's delegation a2t the Pan-imerican Congres:z just
closed, most admirably reflected the poliey of this country.
Sincerity and practiecsl ge@évsensa prevalled., 4nd more than
the signing of documents, it is the meeting and knowing of one
another, in candor, sympathy and good-will,- as we all do tonight
through the hospitality of the Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia,-
that makes for individual 2nd internationszl friendship and peace.
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