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The Dutch-Calcium Carbonate Compound 
To 

Our Swiss father)^ immigrants of the t h i r d eentury yonder,Pennsyl
Tania Duteh and limestone made a s u b s t a n t i a l p r a e t i e a l eombination. 
As saysAKuhns," I f you are,y^limestone s o i l , y o u can open you mouth i n 
the PennsylTania Duteh d i a l e c t and you w i l l be always understood". 
I t was the cream of Europe t h a t l e f t , g u i d e d by the Almighty.They had 
i n s p i t e of t h e i r persecution reduced t h e i r thoughts t o language,whieh 
at l e a s t they could understand. I t was the langauge of t h e i r highlands 
elose enough t o the German border t o be b a s i c a l l y German,which was 
streamlined i n the Palatinate,and a l l i t needed t o be B i l l Frey's mother 
tongue was t o be p r o p e r l y seasoned here w i t h t h * English. 

Theyjpassed by\j.n ^^e/Germantown and i t s weaTers,because they were 
seeking e t h n o l o g i c a l l y the s o i l of the P a l a t i n a t e limestone t h a t they 
knew how t o t i l l . They came t o the country n o r t h of Gap,where they had 
io,ooo acres f o r the claiming,but t h i s limestone was not r i c h enough. 
The trees were not t h i c k and t a l l and r e g e t a t i o n i n superabundance 
as t h a j t good limestone,such as the^^were accustomed t o p r o d u c e ^ Just 



as the s k i l l e d fanner ean t e l l something of the s o i l of a eomraanity 
as he i s passing through/hy the extent and e o n d i t i o n o f j / the b u i l d i n g s ^ 
the ki n d and e o n d i t i o n of the weeds and the language the farmers speak 
a g r i e u l t u r a l l y , ^ O r whether an I n d i a n guide t o l d them of b e t t e r land tyffip 

twenty miles f a r t h e r dOT̂ n the Pequea.it was Cod,abOTe a l l i n s t i n c t and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

This too was i n the Temperate Zone,but more. This eountry not Tie 
i n e l e T a t i o n w i t h the Alpine S w i t z e r l a n d , t h e i r e a r l i e r home,nor indeed 
w i t h i^iilfi the lowlands o f the B a l t i e and Uorth Sea^^which they passed 
through enroute. I t compared faTorably w i t h the country between,which 

could be farmed and yet possessed p l e n t y of water as the t r e e s and Tege 
t a b i o n eTidenced on er^ery hand. Some of them had l i r e d i n the Palatil|ji«./e 
and had made the B a t t l e Ground of Europe t o blossom l i k e the rose. Here 
was the same k i n d of s o i l , t h a t was w e l l watered by streams and clouds 

I t was t h e i r f a T o r i t e limestone. 
How giTe t h e i r contemporaries the forum: " The Earth by God's blessing 

\s more than answered our expectation^i; the poorest places i n our Judg 
! ' / 
; m^nt producing l a r g e crops of garden s-^uti and grain...We hare had thejji 



mark of the good ground amongst us, from t h i r t y t o s i x t y f o l d of Eng
l i s h corn. 

" Upon Brya l we f i n d t h a t corn and r o o t s t h a t grow i n England t h r i r e 
Tery w e l l there,as IS^heat,Barley,Rye,Oats,Buckwheat,Pease,Beans,Cabbages, 
Turnips,Carrots,Parsnups,Calleflowers,Asparagus,Onions,Chariot,Garlick 

c 

and I r i s h Potatoes???.... 
" Our lowlands are e x c e l l e n t f o r Rape and Hemp and Flax. A T r y a l has 

been made and of the two l a s t , t h e r e i s considerable q u a n t i t y Dressed jeafi/-. 

" The weeds o f our woods feed our Ca t i e t o the market,as w e l l as 
d a ( i ) r y . I l^are seen f a t Bullocks brought thence t o z:arket before Mid 
Summer.Our Swamps and Marshes y i e l d us coarse Hay f o r Winter." 

(Quoted by The German Iramigle^tion i n t o PennsylTania 
iaoo-i775 P 24) 

"They always p r e f e r good land or t h a t land on whieh there i s a large 
q u a n t i t y of meadow ground. From an a t t e n t i o n t o the c u l t i T a t i o n of grass 
they o f t e n double the Talue of an old farm i n a few years and grow r i c h 
on farms on which t h e i r predecessors^of whom they purchased them,near 

l y s t a r r e d " - Benjamin Rush 
" They took care t o s e t t l e on f e r t i l e lands and they soon became 



d i s t i n g u i s h e a as the best farmers i n Ameriea"-Hildreth's H i s t o r y of 
the United States Vol I I P E64 
"The farms of the Germans became the wheat granary of the world" 

36 
- The German Element i n the United States Vol I I P |6 

" The best s o i l i n PennsylTania f o r farming purposes i s limestone 
and i t i s a s i g n i f i c a n t f a e t t h a t almost eTery acre of t h i s s o i l i s i n 
the possession o f German farmers... I t i s due t o the f a e t t h a t Lancaster 
County i s Tery r i c h i n limestone s o i l and i s l a r g e l y i n h a b i t e d by Menno^ 
n i t e s . t h a t i t has become the r i c h e s t farming county i n United States 

of America" iQ^t^ '^^^^^^ ̂ QV-oted^^ennsylyanla German Magazine Vol E4 ^ 5 o 
So m a r r e l l o u s l y d i d they succeed here t h a t when they began OTerflowing 

they ehof^se s i m i l a r soil;5in Cumberland and York Counties,Morrison's 
COTe,Ealf Moon V a l l e y and whereewer land had a limestone base/ And 
they took the PennsylTania Duteh w i t h themjfholding t o i t , u n t i l a 
generation arose t h a t was not educated.^.in PennsylTania Duteh. 

manoeuTer: 
I.B. l a t e s t ^^c^:^^: A limestone farm at Blue B a l l was r e c e n t l y sold 

man 
by a PennsylTania Dutchman t o a PennsylTania Duteh^in the fhnnsylTania 
Duteh at only |i3Eo per acre.^for53 acres i 5 miles from the ftlosest c i t y , 

Coatesville"). M o r a l : I t takes the D^^^j^ t o do it» of i t . 
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