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THE FPIRST ESCENTIAL OF AMERICAN DEFENSH,

Agrecment between Tresident Roosevelt and lMr, Willkie on foreign péliey
and on the method of securing men for national defense, and deeclaration of
their common beliefs on those matters, are essenti:l to thaAaeeurity of Afe
erica, :

President Roosevelt.and Wr, Willkie have abundant is:ues in domestie
policy, Tgiyhharply disagree as to methods of offtaining national welfare
at home, But to put our own house in order we must have first of all a
secure wall aroud our house, #o that we may work out our domestic raforma

one reason
in peace, That 1§A§hy immediate adoption of & reallistle and courageous
foreign policy and defense policy now surpas:es in importance every other
issue, There never was a time when it was so vital as it ls now to take fore
eign policy and defense poliey entirely out 0$'yartiz&n politics,

Without public agreement vetween Franidemt Roosevelt and Mr, Willkie
aé foreign policy and national defense, and & common 1eadmr3hip by them in.
ﬁfhaae matters, politics and pressure grouvs will continue to stultify the
Administration, the Congress, and the will af-the American people, ﬁauv‘
The fate of the world and tha future of the United States hang in the balan
ance today, These are quite likely to bhe declded before the beginning ofaﬁg
next presidential term in Jaauary. At issue are the honor, the security,
and the vital interests of /meriea, At issue is the question whether the
ethice and the eivilization of the English-speaking peoples, and their free
dom to determine their own way of 1ife; shall endurey or whether the woéld
ahall bé dominated by the hrnta rorwe, bad fuith, intrigue; and brutal supe-
yreasiuna ‘which ara the way of 1ife of Hitlerisnm, | If Hitler 5heu1§_triumph
then the Tnited “tutes would be actually open to attack and humiliation,

Our democracy, standard of living, trade, high wages, our lonroe Doctrine
and our hopre of prosperity would all hé things of the past, Ve should be  L

a regimented armed camp for an indefinite period,



' -l

Bo;h President Roosevelt and Mr, Willkie have publicly acknowlodged the
vital importsnce to the United States of the survival of Britain, Both are
anxious, no doubt, to give much stronger expression to their views on this
point, Bu:f in the abueneﬁ:;ublie agreement bet.een them, if “resident Roose-
velt demanded a bold policy, elements in the Republican Farty would ery "waXe
monger®y and if Mr, Willkie ecalled for a bold and realistic ollcys New Deale
ers and some others would apply the same epithet to him, In this way the
cauntr& is left in donfusion, instead of facing faots.‘and is deprived of all
vigorous leadership in a foreign policy of all aild to Zritain, if necessary
not even "gshort of war“; '

The same laek of declared agreement between President loosevelt and ir,
Willkie is fatally hampering the passage by Congress of adequare measures of
national defense,--gspecially a laﬁ providing for universal registration ferqﬁ
war service conseription, 2 measure that would be useful, too, in combattingﬁ‘
"Fifth Column® activitlies, |

If Britain and th& Btitlsh fleet fail, the Tnited Stater cannot escape a
future of humiliation and trajedy, Cermany could easily outbull&‘thq United
States in ships, planes, guns and munitions if the British blockade of Gere
many should be brokeng for then Germany would have access to raw materials
and would have all the industrial plant of oonqdcred and subservient countriti
added te her own, ! :

Britain and the British flect might go dovm through failure of the Brite
ish blockade of Cermany, Italy and contiguous countries, or, conéeivnbly.
through invasion of the Pritish Isles, Britain and the Iritish fleet would
 go down if Germen-Italian sea and alr attack should ne able to Bl”k the sea-
route from the United States, because supplies fro;:;mcrican are vital to the
survival of the British Isles, If we lost the protection of the British
fleet, we should immediately be confronted by the potentially overwhelming
sea=power of Germany, Italy, and Japan,

Of what use, in that case, would be the billions of dollars appropriated
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for a grout /merican fleet and alr force to be ready in four or five years'
“Aéﬁituh;in time aavn# nine”, It i a question of high national policy,
not a qu&atian to be left to the technieal opinion of the Var and Navy De=
partments, whether we are to help Britain now with our ships and planes,
and turn the tide of this war, or whether we are to take the chance of have
ing to fight the world alone against overwhelming odds, Vhat are the U, §,
Navy and Merchant Marine for, if not to defend the United “tates when dane
ger is most eriticel and when the use of our Wavy is most likely to avert
disaster? One American destroyer to help stop Hitler now may well be wort

ten a few weeks or months henee,

There is no thought of sending an expeditionary land foree to fight

in Burope, Isolationists who talk about "keeping out of war" seem to forg |

get that 1t takes only one nation to make & wars and that, with Hitler wvic .

torious, the "nited States would have only the cholce between humiliation

2
and misery, or warse-without alliees and unprepared, Isolationists who ﬁh*\

Ameriean ald to ®ritain now, and who oppose registration for unive!bul GO

vice now, are paving the way for years of humiliation and war for the Unite |

ed States a lattle later ony--if Britain falls, Fallure to help Brit&{# &l

cand the British fleet now, even to the point of Joining the nawval werlare
against Cermany, is to make it almost certain thet American youth will be
saerificed in hundredfold greater numbers later on,

" ¥e thoughtful and informed American who looks at the situation withes :

out prejudice, and with nothing but the good of America atl heart, can deny
that Tritain and the British fleet are the only adequate defensef that toe
da?aatanda between the nited States and Hitler, In this unprecedented @4
erisis, are the Ameriecan Covernment and people to be stultified by politic:
and pressure groups,--until it is too late?

/VM;?J Coma,, uf‘"?lfw.
' Kl WMM«

A

4
|



	The First Essential of American Defense, August 4, 1940
	Recommended Citation

	pst404
	pst405
	pst406

