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plainly calculated to be diplomatically detrimental by 

stating that his return was due to the seriousness of the 

Far Eastern situation. 

(.\,, 

Upon his arrival -st Washington at the house of the 

Secretary of State in t11e presence of a high official of 

the Department Mr. Knox very gently put before Mr. Crane 

his indiscretion. Mr. Crane admitted that he had made 

a mistake and said to the Secretary, in the most earnest 

way, that if the conficl.ence which he, the Secretary, 

felt in him (Mr. Crane) had suffered in the least, he 

requested the Secretary merely to say so in order that 

he might resign. The Secretary �t�o�o�~� the matter under 

consideration and then proceeded to ask the officials 

of the Department to try to devise a way to save Mr. Crane 

without neglecting the plain duty of the Department to the 

country. The Secretary was confronted with these 

alternatives: to do the easy thing and let Mr. Crane 

proceed to China and perpetrate at that most important 

post indiscretions which would �d�a�m�a�g�~� the national . 

interests, or to take him at his word and allow him to 

resign, thus running the risk of bringing upon himself 

(the 
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{--tne ·S~cr~} a great deal of bitter resentment. Mr. 

Crane might have resigned assigning any cause, or he might 

have been transferred to a less difficult post of equal 

fVi-i-
or s.&me higher grade. The Department stood ready to go 

to any honorable length to save him and his reputation. 

However, after placing the Secretary in this difficult 

position, instead of quietly awaiting the decision, Mr. 
' 

Crane rushed to ·~~8s:-'NWl'!!tt~'.!:.,;,oee--.. .-Hou,sa..a,;rig,,-wi;&t-e telegrams to 

" ~ 
the President contradicting what hensaid to the Secretary, 

claiming that he had made no mistake, aJ.leging the Secretary 

was the one who had made a miste.ke and tendering his res-

ignation. Naturally these telegrams were at once put 

before the Secretary of State. 

( 

In the course of his statement to the press Mr • 
. ---

Crane, who had received hospitality and had written a 

letter warmly appreciative of many kindnesses shown him, 

made the statement that the Assistant SeQretary of State 

had broken four appointmen113to see him. What happened 

was this:- Mr. Huntington Wilson had an appointment with 

Mr. Crane one day. Late the night before ~he Aaei-et8'nt 

~~was summoned out of town on official busi~ss, 

ostensibly 
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lv--M 
ostensibly to return the same afternoon, when he ha.A Hi 

~ ~o see Mr. Crane in place of the morning appointment. 

He was detained all day and that night, When he reached 

the Department at 11:30 the next day he was swamped with 

business, but gave forty or fifty minutes to Mr. Crane. 

After luncheon the Assistant Secretary went to bed with 

t..c 
an attack of appendicitis, followed :W.. tAe me~~ by an 

operation. *e had told Mr. Crane that he was going 

that afternoon to New York for the Hudson-Fulton Celegra-

tion and would be at a certain hotel, and that there they 

could have plenty of talks. Mr. Crane had offered to 

change to the same train for New York for the purpose of 

talking official matters with the Assistant Secretary. This 

is as near as tho latter ever came to breaking four en-

gagements with Mr. Crane. 

Throughout Mr. Crane's experience he showed a curious 

egoism and inApti tude, and lack of the sense of values, . 

ru t " , t I '"' ; i1rv( 
also o-f--ti&e sense of loyalty. In every country it is the 

A 

recognized duty of the diplomat to take the blame and shield 

the Government and his chief, the President. This seems 

never to have occurred to Mr. Crane. !e was also guilty 

of 
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of the indiscretion and bad taste of using in public speeches 

the careless homely phrase that the President had used with 

him in private conversation. I refer to his saying that 

he had been told to give it to them "red hot", - which, 

of course, merely meant to arouse interest in the Far 
r.. t 

Eastern trade of the United States • ..$he-bes est of / 

p If • re- I ':-t 

( 
~ faul is that he did not seem to realize that he 

" 
was going as the spokesman of the Department of State. 

He thought ho was going as a constructor of policy, in 

which work the President would be allowed a certain par-

ticipation,- the mere details of selling goods, etc., 

being left to the diplomatic department of the Government. 

Yet with all this hopelessness of point of view, to the 

general amazement Mr. Crane showed so sublime an egoism 

that when invited to discuss Far Eastern Affairs he would 

instead talk by the hour of his travels in the Near East 

and give assura...!oe that he knew more of Russia than any 

other living man outside of that Empire. 


