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{the-Secretary) a great deal of bitter resentment. MNr.

Crane might have resigned assigning any cause, or he might

have been transferred to a less.difficult post of equal

or ﬁiﬁé higher grade. The Deparfmont stood ready to go

to any honorable length to save him and his reputation.
However, after placing the Secretary in this difficult

position, instead of quietly awaiting the decision, HMr.

e telegrams to

Crane rushed to e
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the President contradicting what he“said to the Secretary,

claiming that he had made no mistake, aslleging the Secretary
was the one who had made a misteke and tendering his res-
ignation. Naturally these telegrams were at once put
before the Secretary of State.
‘.

In the course of his stetement to the press Nr.
Crane, who had received hospitality and had written a
letter warmly appreciative of many kindnesses shown him,
made the stetement that the Assistant Secretary of State
had broken four appointmenﬂ!tb see him. What happened
was this:- Mr. Huntington Wilson had an appointment with
Mr. Crane one day. Late the night before #he—issicbent le

Seeretary was summoned out of town on official busime ss,

ostensibly
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ostensibly to return the same afternoon, when he had-—in
mip@ to see Mr. Crane in place of the morning appointment.
He was detained all day and that night, When he reached
the Department at 11:30 the next day he was swemped with

buginess, but gave forty or fifty minutes to Mr. Crane.

After luncheon the Assistant Secretary went to bed with
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an attack of appendicitis, followed in-the-morning by an
operation. Ee had told Mr. Crane that he was going
that afternoon to New York for the Hudson-Fulton Celebra-
tion and would be at a certain hotel, and that thére they
could have plenty of talks. Mr. Crane had offered to
change to the same trein for Few York for the purpose of
talking official matters with the Assistant Secretary. This
is as near as the latter ever came to breaking four en-
gagements with Mr. Crane.

Throughout Mr. Crene's experience he showed a curious

egoism and indptitude, and lack of the sense of vealues, v
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alsqqoé;éh;uéen;e of loyalty. In every country it is the
recognized duty of the diplomat to take the blame and shield
the Government and his chief, the President. This seems
never to have occurred to Mr. Crane. ?e was also guilty

of
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of the indiscretion and bad taste of using in public specches
the careless homely phrase that the President had used with
him in private conversation. I refer to his saying thet
he had been told to give it to them "red hot",- which,

of course, merely meant to arousé interest in the Far
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Bastern trade of the United States. Jﬁbe*best“test”vf
Ad:‘" r_;‘_-[-'i',(p.f
this faultj’\ié thet he d4id not seem to realize that he
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was going as the spokesman of the Department of State.

He thought he was going as a construetor of poliecy, in
which work the President would be allowed a certain par-
ticipation,- the mere details of selling goods, etec.,
being left to the diplomatic department of the Gowernment.
Yet with all this hopelessness of point of view, to the
general amazement Mr. Crane showed so sublime an egoism
that when invited to discuss Far Eastern Affairs he would
instead talk by the hour of his travels in the Near East
and give assurance that he kmew more of Russia than any

other living men outside of that Empire.



