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January 20,1916,

Dear kr, Seersiaryt

Hr. Nillar aand X both {eel that there is still hope
of Russia's jeining in principle at least and that if Nuesie joinad
the ultimato effect would be almost as good end, indeed, would be
werse for Japan than if both Russis wnd Japan agreed,

Yo foel thot it would be unforiunaie if Ruesia and
Japan's roplies, possibly collusive, pessibly based partly on pigue
and very likely purporiing to bve fimal , should conme tun@ling in hare
in the next two or thrae days.

We sre alng thoroughly disgusted with Great Eritain’s
attitude.

¥e thersfore reconmend ithet at lezet tev stay proceadings
telegrama be sent to Tokyo and Petersburg. Herewith is a loag one to

Toekyo nnd & brisf one to Petersburg, the idea being tomorrow to pree

pare s flattering explanation ieading up to the projest and to the pro=-

ject itseld, this to allay nll pique. We think this coures weuld nave
the advantoge at least of compelling more cercful considersticn and we

think it would be an advantzge to the dignity of ths United 8tates that
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I d

any enswars ndverse to tho proposal should hot be too prompt.

We aleo rocommend that you send for Er. Bryce tomerrow
and give him such & talking to that he will telegreph his Govermment
that wa geem to think Greal Dritain sacrifices sverything to tha
Japanese alliance; that such an attitude mekes our co-operation dif=-
ficult and is in comtrast with the atiitude of Germany, all of which
aaturally tends to force Germany end the United Ztates into special
relations in the Far fast,

e think that in sddition to thiy indervisw with Hr, Bryce
some such telegram might well be sant to Reld. I hops it will be conw
vanient to decide all these poinis flomorree, zs= =oll =e the mnower to
Davi son,

When wo hour tomorrow detaile of the Peking edict we can
send the telegram which will siipulate the Thinese Uovernmest.

Rookhill may not swure to suplain thet it wase his stupidity
which caused our propossl to be prooaniad Yo Russia in fraguentery form.
Te suggest that this might be axploined fo the Bussisn Imbasey here,
that they wmay so inform thelr Governcent.

Toure very siceerely,

The Honoreble Fhilander T. Knox,
sie., =to., sta,,
Secratary of Htats.
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