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Y October 2, 1950

Dear John:

. Discomforts felt during
the first weeks away from home are

homesickness. Do not hesitate to use
its proper name nor discount its gbility to
mzke you miserable. Call it a prime example
of the fear of the unknown, if you like. We
“tend to cling to familiar things and
mistrust the new ones until we believe
they will serve us in much the same way
the former things did. Perhaps your old
red sofa is a chair in the “amont library
or a single room or the room of someone
you haven't yet met. Wherever it is, I hope you
will find it soone. We all need a place of com-
parative comfort. Would it make it easier if
you saw all these disquieting geniuses who wander
into your room as equally disturbed spirits?
They probably are. And if you can picturee your
life as an extention of the lives of all your
forbears, you will feel more confident of finding
yourself againe The little girl who went from
this house to a teachers' college when she was
eleven, the hard-headed Dutchman who carried
slaves to “ew Amsterdam, the hawk-beaked little
woman who peddled potatoecs on the streets of
Reading so that her only child might be some-
thing she has not yet become, the old woman who
learned to use an artifical limb when she knew
she had only a little more time to live, her son
who teaches in Shillington, Pa., and always the
men who followed laric across Spain into France,
these people are with you every minute. They
are you. And nobody can beat them.




Let's have no more of this genius
‘4 nonsenses In college as in high

school, the true geniuses are busye.
B8 But since you aren't a genius, you
will need to study only four hours a day
or twenty four hours per week (in case
you'd rather do itcall at once and loaf
the rest of the timej. Then, in a month
or so, I'd go to my adviser for a report.
f anything is going wrong he will
know and probably know how to fix it.
That's his job. Don't be afraid 1o be
honest with hime I often regret that I
made such poor use of the persouns who
might have been a help to me in college.
Or have I missed the point altogether?
At any rate, I'm glad you went to church.
Tell us about it.

Tell us, too, how the physical exam-
inetion turned oute I've sent you something that
looked like a bill from Doctor High. I hope it
wasn't too highe. Pay it, if it is within reason.
If it isn't, send it home « As I think I've told
you, he wants to hear if anything exciting happens,
allergically.

Heving just read Jaddy's letter,
I wonder if either of us know what we're talking
aboute In case you can't guess, we're trying to
make you feel as brave and fearless as We aree.
Good luck, Johne. Nothing is ever as bad as it seen
when we are tired. Come home vhenever you feel
like and by whatever means seems beste
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