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explained to him that they had done so under duress, that it was 

al1 false, e.rni that they were really his friends. It seems 

Cabrera, the Chilean officer employed to train the ;::cuadorean 

troops, sided with Plaza jn the matter. The JJimas think that 

that officer and Senator Belereso (?) are the most influential 
/\ 

men with Plaza. It seems Rastman has been violently attacked by 

the press for availing of the diplomatic privilege of importation; 

that indeed it is an obsession with the Ecuadoreans to resent that 

privilege and to attack all who avail of it, the press cheerfully 

�c�~�l�l�i�n�g� Eastman and othe rs t•ieves, etc. Hartman's importation 

was held up a month or two in Guayaquil, and seventeen tins were 

stolen from the custom house. When Chile sent a. cruiser to Callao 

during the Billinghurst disturbance 1 the �J�~�c�u�a�d�o�r�e�a�n� press took 

not ice and called that c ot.<ntry a second 'Uncle Sam, There have 

also been articles against the A-E-C alliance1 o.nd suggesting a 

Colomb ia.-Venezuela-Ecuador alliance. 

My talks with Jerome were int er est ing. He said that in 

Mexico he had fo·.md the early instructions of the Spanish 

Tnquisition to its representatives in Mexico and at Lima made no . 
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allusion to I~therans or such, but enjoined the weeding out of 

Ji:oslems. His theory is that synchronizing with, or rather 

following, the expulsion of t11e Moors, the Spanish conquering \l 
and early colonizing expeditiona 1 both as to leaders and as to 

personnel, were mainly Arabic. He believes thereis more evidence 

of Arabic influence in South America than would be acco:mted for 

by the general permeation of Spain with the influence of the 

Ji~ oors. He thinks, too» that Jews are very numerous here, and 

cites 1 as frequently seen by himself, stone disks set above the 

lintels of the doors inscribed with "HIS" and 

These, he said, do not mean the residents> pa.rt ic~11arly pious 
.I\ 

people, but on the contrary the Jews were forced so to mark their 

housee. I myself have not seen any of these. He said the people 

here were much whiter than in Peru and Bolivia, the trouble 

being that they were crazy white people. Close intermarriage, 

it ser:>ms, ha.s been very common, and upon one theory may account 

for t h e eccentricity of the Ecuadoreans. Jerome told of a case 

of a Canadian British subject who was by the police beaten up 

and arrested in the inte-.rior because suspected of being one of 

the non-existent Americans some ti!-1e popularly believed to be 

helping the Concha revolution in Rsmeraldas. 
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