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' 

The H ..1nora0 e 
Hel"'b.jrt Hoov..;r, 
New Y rk City. 

De.i..ray Be ..... ch, i!lorida 
JQnuc:ar,y 2~, 194v 

D3ar Mr. Hoover:-

In beh~lf vf thv>J-:! ir~tdrast.~d na.L'e, 
let me thar.k you f'vr yuur prompt <...U.td c0w· evuci reply 
to our telc~Tam upon tbe '-iu0.stLm uf h.~.J..p.1.1.ig .I<'.1.HJ.a1.id. 

As yuu. say, two d.1.fi'~r~ IJ.t purp...>d..:o, .1.f' 
pursu..:d by U.e s ne org&ruz&t..1...Jn, may outn oUili;;!'. 
Y3t, to us at lectst, y,;-.r purposd u.ud .;w•s appear to 
be n..;t two but vne - the sav..1..115 vI. 1'.,inland frvm a f'e;..te 
as unme i tcd b.S it .ro1.. ld ue dreadJ.'u.J... 

We are strUCL( by t. .a 1-'·'cV" .L~l!C..; uf uus 
view, loca lly. Th.i.s o.ppl.l..: , r may su,y, 1.10 vn...1..,y, as 
might be exp..:cted, t.J ·linter vis.1. to.1.'l;) 'r..>m a..1....1.. vver t..ne 
Union but also t.o all-year resiu.a •. 1.. • r<'or c:.Aampl.d, 
there is the young t..:: .1.egrapL operc.. t.or .1llo ttCCcptda vur 
original messagd to y0.... She vi.Ll .J. ve ..... .J.. ~1.e <.:<...n to 
help the Finns fight for t:r.ar Sl.:!lves cl.no. l ·o.c· fundd.ilidiitally 
Americ n pr.1.ncipl ... L,,. Numbers of' v 1..l:.~r~ expruo.::> u 0 reat 
willingness to .l.llcreas._) the.-.r ..,w. osc.i:•J.p1..l.01~s prov.J.ddu. y '1. 
of th3 amount cct.n b0 malle o.vaiJ. u.J..cl, v/J. thvut 1·\;l~tr·J.ction, 
to the Finnish Gov"rnu.:~ 11t. I secllio <:1. .t'a.Ll' .1.1i.lc.L'clJ.Ce t.lldt 
similar sentim.:!nt .::;xist.s thr0u6 hvut thcl cvunt.L'Y. ~ve 
wonder h.;! th..;r, in fuct, greatclr sums ill.J.e,.Lll .. not Oc sub­
scribJd for relief, proviaed tILe.Y CvL<l<i ut: accvw.t-'cU;.L::d oy 
other sums more mili tu.nt. This "t.11ought para. .... .Lt:.J..ci our 
natural deprecation vf "-.. 1.yth.Lr.ig thc1.t W.JL..ld ill..L..Ll. "t..:..i.te a_ga.J.nst 

·your great effort to minimize human sufl'.::r.i.1ig. 

There ar..: a go0d many Fir.u ... s in t.h.i..1;; IJ.dl. 0 h­
borhood. They give g-.inervt...SJ.j' v!' tll-Hr carru.r.lbs, PcU'tly 
for relief, p ...... ctly for muniti01.o. 'l'r.ey ci..t-..t?-.!c. ... c Lv be 
practically a unit .i.n saying th~t t..ne lllCn .v0mcn aria chi.Ld­
ren 0f their country 1ill die .i.n tllci1· tr.J.cks !'ct t.hdr t.han 
submit to bolshevist tyraruiy. Goi% furthcl', they ciay 
that, sh,;t..ld Finland be ov.Jrwhelm~d, it .!111 Oc hJ.5 hly 
doubtful whJther r.;)ilef funds will be yermit•t.;:d 1..v reac.:n 
those .vho may survive to n.3ed thdm. F.i:•vm the Ol"ud.dcasts 
of ?fir. William~ hi te, from th_, front, vv0 guthcr t.hat this 
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view is sh....red by Finns e:.t home. 1'hui:>, .• hi.le we fully 
agree th .t morale Yill b ... bols:!;iered oy fouu., cl.oi:.ru.ng 
and bandages, .-ie 10nder wheth..:r ...,.1.1. cVel! g.L .. \.3i::i.-Wr prop 
cannot be built by adding t.he r..dans to dr.i.ve t,n0 n ..... s.::).i.a.ns 
back upon their heels. 

We entL:ely agree rd th y0u t.t10..t t.lJ.a very grdat 
sum required, adcqi....at~.J..Y to &.rm l''inlu.i.-a, w..>u.1.d nv.L'Ulal.L.y 
ba th~ funct~on of our ov.:rnu.:n1t. l•'or t.h ..... t rea.;;,0i~, p.;;J"­
ticularly, ,ve deplore thG shabby spect .... cle of "" Congress 
th-t ppai'..!ntly w.akes poll tical issu~ of alJ. Wil'\30 t....•J.cted 
loan to a c0untry, wl.ich, alone ...u..1..JI.16 t.tle l.1.d.t.1. ... ms, SLJ...J>NS 
i tsalf fully conscious of its ddbts a.l.Ld iu.L..L..Y r•1:; ..... a.y to 
p· y them. How\Jv.;r, in th-J ..1..=..st u.i~u.lys.l.s, a 0ov-;.crJ.L~I.1.t 
loan wot;.ld involve the r vney vf th~ ..-w....;;;rican pd 0ple. 
If that pa ..>pl~, p..LaCJ.ng .J:-'rinciple Ct.ovve ..:A.pcldi<.i.nc.Y, NiShclS 
to make a gift, sh...it.ld it n.Jt oe ,_,i vcn the u!Jpo.cturu.. ty to 
do so? If popular subscrik't.i...>n to (..I. munit..ivn 1w.i.d 
reach3d even to a moo.erat.a -Y e l,)n...)iucl.c ...... ule fJ.t>W·..;, mieht 
riot that have the eff..:ct of s1.wnir.iu 1.lie CvIJo.l.'.;:Ss intv 
adequat~ a.ction on b..3half' of u • .; n ~t.l..Jl'./( \,e ua.r.lk so. 

We h pe thut ... me 01' vur llvww1;;r uUi.> fo::4Vu -c.he 
opportunity to take dvant ...... 6 e of ~uu..L' v~ry .i.and '""ULt:>ddtivn 
of a p~raonal intervie~1. 

In the meantime, le"t. me r~new ou.c- thWlKS .t'or 
your interest and 1 or Ll1t= trvuu..La .1h ... ch you. l!eive a...l..I'dC:t.d.Y 
gone to in giving us your views. Shvu~a yvu. c<.i!'~ tu ~Uo6~st 
the name of ,,0;11c oth8r n.;;1.tl.vnal f'iguce w.i10 ill.I.gin., WJ. U.1.\Jut 
prejudice to your fir.e t1ork, be 11i.J...u.ug to n ... ud un l:!I'l'ort 
w1 ich we feel to be a cumplemc!nto.rJ or .. , ,;e sh-.>L...1.d be 
doubly appreciative. 

Very slncer~ J.y yvw•s, 

A .D. 1'urnbu.1.l 
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