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Turning from the opportunity to the lesson, from the commercisl
and economie asbeets of this question to those that =re politicel in
the large sense, one's imagination is appalled at the potentialities
of the yet unknown results of so vast an upheaval. Yet we must
envigsage some of these if we are to be prepared for their effeet
upon us, We must be ready for the impact of the resultant forces of
these great dynamics. Ve must be reedy everywhere, but nowhere more
then in our relations with Latin-America, in the zone of the
Caribbean, and wherever the Monroe Doctrine as still interpreted
gives us a varying degree of responsibility.

A good foreign office is said to keep & man at the front door
to answer all hypothetical questions; bdut it is s=fe to say that s
good foreign minister must ask himself many such, and common prﬁdénoe

assuredly suggests many at this time to the United States.



The war's first effect upon our Latin-Americar relations is to

compel through commercizl and financial rapprochement a larger
measure o0f material interdependence, more contact, and we may hope a
substitution of knowledge for the former reciprocity of ignorance,
All this makes for better socisl and intellectual relations, good

und erstanding end friendship, and so for political relations much
more substantial in the case of many of the republics than the

rather flimsy Pan-Amer icanism celebrated in eloguent speeches and
futile intarn&tional confe}ences. There is little in Pan-&ﬁericaniam
of that kind. Thaf&ggg ggggggi%f eloquence is not itself homogeneous;
gtill less so is the population of the whole hemisphere. And with
Rio de Janéixo, Buenos Aires, and 3antiago, we have, of course, far
less propinquity than we have with the capitals of Furope. But what
we really cen do ig to build up, especially with the nearer republies,
real ties of common interest snd good neighborhood, and with the

distant ones ties of commerce snd esteem. The war may tend to cure



B
certain rather self-centered countries of affecting the morbdid view
that the people of the United States are lying aweke nights contriving
to devour them, when in feet in most such ceses it would be hard to
find ir 2 crowded street in the United States that ore in e thoﬁsand
of the passersby knew more then the name, at most, of one of those
very few countries referred to. Europe's preoccupation with the war
temporarily deprivee such & coﬁntry and its few misguided prophets,
whose monomenie is dreesd of that chimera the "Coleossus of the

North", of the pastive of nestling up to Europe in the hope of
amnoying us. It postpones, too, the hope of the morbid ones that

we shall come to wer with s powerful enemy. Now, perhaps, even

thege will asppreciate the remark of 2 diplomatist of 2 certain

weak country in contact with Europesn Powers, who once said: "If

we only had the United States for 2 neighbor! What I can't under-
stand is that your neighbors do not reelize their good lueck"”,

Turning from these exceptional phenomena, the very fact of the war
leaves the United States in a general position of greater political
prestige.



Thatever the upshot of the EZuropean tragedy, its political and
peychological consequences sre likely to be great. 1If it result in
new national divisions upon raciel lines of more reality, who knows
but that the awekened spirits of nationality will germinate fresh
military ambitions? Or will the hovrors of the war forece political
reforms and the search for assurance in more democratic institutions
against eny repetition of those horrors? And is popular government
an assurance ageinst useless war while men remein warlike even when
not military® Exceprt from the successful countries or from those
where disaster has brought such sobering change that men can return
to work heartened with new hope, when the war is over there is
likely to be & heavy emigration of disgusted people. Tossibly even
victory will be so dear that men will emigrate from a country half
prostrate in ite triumph. Meny will come as the Puritans came, and
ag the bulk of our own excellent Germesnic element came, and will

cast in their lot with & new nation, %e shall get a@ahare, but
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doubtless some will go to the republics of the far South, and some
to the highlands of the tropics and through the Canal to the West
Coast. If so, this will tend gradually towerd increased production
and purchasing power, as well as toward a 1eavtﬁ@§§76f social,
political, snd economic conditions of life, ’

If the war were indecisive or left all the combatants more or
less prostrated, peaceful immigration might give 2 big impulse
to the greduszl growing up of powerful States in the temperate zone
of the extreme South., The situation there, and the evolution of
our own power, mske it perhaps even nowq{i%f to congider the
question of regerding as optional in aﬁ?Acase the assertion by us
of the Monroe Doctrine much below the Equator, let us say, beyond
which it may possibly be doubtful whether we have nowadays much
reason for gspecial interest. But even so, our relations to South
8me rica and our obligati ons under the Monroe Doc trine, in spite of
the blessed fortifications of the Atlantic and Pacific Ocesns,
leave us where it is terpting fate to be without a navy of the first
magnitude, and & big merchent marine. e have seen what happened
to Belgium and Luxembourg. 7Ye have geen how even some of the most
enlightened metions can 8till meke force their god, Nations
learn slowly, and there are perheps some new big ones coming on,
lixe China. As Normen /Angell, & very judicious peace advocate, lays
down, if all the peace doctrines are frue, nevertheless it would be
madhess 1o go unarmed until all nations believed them and could be
relied upon to set up to them, The war's lesson to us is that s
very bigAnavy, and & very good diplomacy, rather than & lot of
idealistic dogmas and treaties, are the only safety for us in our

Tt Atthe
Tatin-‘mericen vhltehgbenasd their obligations.

A R

If the war is a fight to a finieh, and the sllies triumph,
we can imagine Russis, with its teeming millions of people, occupied
for a vhile in the Near East; Japan consolidating her position in
the Far Fast, an increasingly powerful neighbor to us in the
Philippines, the Hawaiian Islands end the Pecific Oceen; France
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 8till a great Power; end Englend as & world Power of uncémfortebly

ubiquitous strength, sble to chellenge the Monroe Doc trine &t will,
br, let us suppose that Germeny should triumph end that German
emigration should swerm into the Caribbesn countries, or into
Brazil or some other country where there is already a large Germen
colony,- elated, triumphant Germens, not Cermens disgusted by a
disestrous war. Would Germeny ve likely to heed the Honroe

Doc trine, or would it be only enother “"scrap of peper"? 4nd consid-
er the dengerously preponderant world power that would be Germany's.
The Ceanadien neighborhood, the kinship, the racisl or langusge
congenielity, might eneble us elways to get on with the British,
and conceivably some day to cooperste in 2 proper case with them,
end perhaps others, in putting force at the service of peaceful
agpiration. Upon this hypothesis no less, we have the same naval
necesgsities while we quietly cultivate our genersl interests and
our Latin-‘mericean reletions, end meintein a2 corservative ellofness
from cormitments which mey be proposed as a result of Europe's
self-inflicted tragedy.

In the present stage of civilization the safety of Ame rica
should not be left dependent upon the forbeasrance of any Power that
may emerge dengerously strong from the war or thet may otherwisge
arise. The obligations snd rights of our Letin-Ame ricen relatioms,
under the Monroe Doctrine and otherwise, like our security esnd our
efficiency as & force for peace end good in the world, demend a
big nevy, & merchant marine, and the self-diseipline and safeguard
of sdequate military preperedness. The need of these and of a
diplomacy of intelligent self-intereet, continuity, and intense
nationelism, is the lesson brought home to us by the EurOpean war
in its effects upon our Latin-‘mericen relations as well a&s upon

our general position as 2 great Fower,

Caracas, November 21, 1914,
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